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From strengthening 
your shooting hand to 
properly sharpening 
your knives , OL’s 101 
tips on hunting, fishing, 
snooting and gear pro- 
vide the ultimate cheat 
sheet for sportsmen. 
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The Sportsman’s Cheat Sheet 

By KEITH SUTTON 

101 original hunting, fishing, shooting and gear tips 
that offer practical advice, problem-solving tech- 
niques and clever improvisations 



Be a Bass Master 

By THE EDITORS 

Places to go, tactics to try, lures to fish and new 
technology for you to learn that will leave bass pros 
shaking in their boats 


FISHING 

Edited by GERRY BETHGE 

25 Frankenbass A hybrid largemouth 
makes a splash in Dixie By Colin Moore 

28 Tackle Management Systems 

30 OL Odysseys Fishing road trips that 
offer reel-screaming action 

SHOOTING 

Edited by JOHN B. SNOW 

37 Varmint Beware! A new take on prairie 
dog rifles By Jim Carmichel 

40 Bell’s Rigby A rifle with 100 years of 
African hunting history By Joe Coogan 

42 Gun Test: Winchester 1894 

44 Clay Target Etiquette 

I GEAR 

Edited by JOHN TARANTO 

47 Bow Shootout 2010 Quality defines 

this year’s crop of compound bows 
! By Todd A. Kuhn 
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Flint and Steel 

Basic fire building can 
teach lessons on life 


back in February, some friends invited my family up to their place in 
the Adirondacks for a few days of fun in the snow. One of the highlights 
was a hike we took a mile or two back in the woods to a secluded lean- 
to. The woods were a winter wonderland of snow-laden trees, and on 
one stretch, when I found myself totally alone, Frost’s “Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowy Evening” came to mind. 

Whose woods these are I think I know. 

His house is in the village though; 

He will not see me stopping here 
To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

The lean-to had a gorgeous view down the river and a stack of dry firewood 
beneath the roof. Our hoys quickly went to work clearing snow out of the fire 
ring outside. They gathered kindling while I split some larger pieces. What real- 
ly amazed me was how fast the two got a fire going— with just flint and steel. 
They've practiced fire building so often with our Scout troop that using a match 
would almost feel like cheating. 

I saw them take diy cotton balls out 
of their packs and carefully spread 
the wadding out to make a nest for 
the sparks. I turned my back to split 
a few pieces of wood, and by the time 
I turned around, they were already 
laughing and high-fiving about the 
blaze they had going. 

Lunch wasn't fancy— just hot dogs 
cooked over the open flames, hard 
salami (Dad's favorite) and sharp 
cheddar cheese. My friend surprised 
me with a bottle of ice-cold beer he’d 
stashed in his pack and we toasted 
the day as the fire crackled merrily. 

Knowing how to build a fire out of 
nothing is an easy skill to learn. Our 
boys used cotton balls, but they have 
been equally successful using lint gathered from the dryer filter at home— just 
like Keith Sutton recommends in this month's “Sportsman's Cheat Sheet,” on 
page 57. Everybody needs a cheat sheet, and even if you use only a few of our 
101 tips, they're bound to make any hunting or fishing trip more enjoyable. And 
they're fun to share, too. 

Want my tip of the month? Try building a flint- and-steel fire with your kids. 
For the cost of some dryer lint (and maybe a few hot dogs to roast), I guaran- 
tee you'll have a good time, and you’ll be helping them to gain a confidence in 
themselves outdoors that they can’t get any other way. 



Todd W Smith 

Editor-in- Chief 



Easy fire-building skills are just one of the 
101 tips on our “Sportsman’s Cheat Sheet" 
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Best 
of OL’s 
Blogs 

A SELECTION 
OF READER 
COMMENTS ON: 



“This article got my son’s 
attention. Your guess is 
better than mine in terms 
of how he knew the gun 
in the photo was a ‘zombie 
gun from across the room, 
but he did.” 


Zombie Fever I was pleasantly surprised to find 
the article “Zombie Guns” in the March Shooting 
section. Too often, outdoor magazines focus on the 
purity of nature, and come off as being too serious. 
Zombie guns was a great way to prove that you still 
have a sense of humor at Outdoor Life. 

Will Kurtz, Littleton, CO 

This article got my son’s attention. Your guess is better than 
mine in terms of how he knew the photo of the gun was a 
“zombie gun” from across the room, but he did. 

www.dropjhook.com, via outdoorlife.com 

At a time when we should be representing the shooting 
sports as a legitimate endeavor for ourselves and future 
generations, “Zombie Guns” [Shooting, March] fuels the 
fire of those who paint us as blood-and-gore seekers. I feel 
it’s important for sportsmen to try to create a culture, espe- 
cially among our youth, that treats hunting and guns with 
respect— and teaches them never to point a firearm at a 
human. Yet, in the article, we see the encouragement of 
reckless indulgence in the macabre, celebrated by the icon 
of outdoor hunting and conservation journalism. 

Dr. John B. Murnane, DVM, Great Falls, MT 

Love the article on zombie guns! When the zombies come 
knocking, I’ll take the Remington 870 any day, with a Desert 
Eagle on my hip. You forgot about the AA-12. We’re going 
to need the maximum amount of firepower! 

Big Lou, via outdoorlife.com 


I know my zombie lore, and I know 
that you do not want those creatures 
getting close enough to bite you. 
African hunters going after wound- 
ed leopards and similar animals often 
favor a shotgun with 00 buckshot 
because 1 3 /s ounces of lead shot in a 
fist-size pattern (at close range) has 
true stopping power. 

The Remington is okay, but I’d 
recommend having an Ithaca or older 
Winchester that will fire on each pump 
if you keep the trigger depressed. Any of 
the above with an extended magazine 
would work well against zombies. 

Kody, via outdoorlife.com 

Learning to Survive I just finished 
the March “Survival Issue.” When I 
saw that cover, “Make Fire! Plus 102 
More Lifesaving Skills,” I couldn’t help 
but pick up the magazine. I admit, I am 
not the outdoors type, but the informa- 
tion in this issue was very useful. 

Who knows, it might save my life 
someday. I am sending it to my daugh- 
ters; the reading is a must for every- 
one. Thanks. 

Dianne M. Werthmuller, Fort Smith, AR 

(Continued on page 78) 


Congressman 
Steve King 
Blasts Raccoon, 
PETA — outdoor 
life.com/blogs/ 
newshound 

“How many 
cold raccoons 
do members of 
PETA take into 
their homes 
during the 
winter?" 

—The Captain 

“Nice shooting. 

Congressman 

King.” 

—Pittsburgh 

DeerH 






“The felonious 
masked var- 
mint got what 
he deserved” 

—seadog 


“I thank God 
for people of 
influence for 
their courage 
to stand up 
and speak 
rationally and 
with common 
sense in the 
face of PETA's 
ridiculous, non- 
sensical views. 

-Papa 






Tm a member 
of PETA: People 
Eating Tasty 
Animals. 

—giboandro 


Makes me proud 
to be from Iowa. 

-jlduis 



PEFC/79-31S* 


Tho paper used for 
this magazine comes 
from certified forests 
that are managed 
in a sustainable 
way to meet the 
social, economic and 
environmental needs 
of present and future 
generations. 


HOW TO CONTACT US 

Address: 2 Park Ave., New York. NY 
10016-. Fax: 212-779-5366 

WHAT S ON YOUR MIND 

Letters may be edited for space and 
clarity. Please include your name and 
city/state. Send to above address, or via 
e-mail to OLLetters@bonniercorp.com 


REPRINTS 

Contact Wrights Reprints: 877-652-5295 

CUSTOMER SERVICE & 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

For 24/7 service, please use our web- 
site: outdoorlife.com/customerservice. 

Or write to Outdoor Life. PO. Box 
420235, Palm Coast. FL 32142-0235 


Editorial Submissions: 

Materials to be considered for use 
in Outdoor Life should be sent to the 
Editorial Dept, at above address. Not 
responsible for loss of unsolicited manu- 
scripts, photographs or other materials. 
Returns only when accompanied by 
return postage. We do not recommend 
sending original artwork or photos. 
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love the freedom of going 
wherever they please. 





is pleased to cover 
them wherever they go 


EMERGENCY EXPENSE. You choose to spend your free time enjoying the open road. So Progressive makes 
sure you're taken care of by covering lodging and transportation if your RV becomes disabled due to an 
accident. Protect your trips. Call 1-800-PROGRESSIVE, go to progressive.com or call an independent agent. 



PROGRESSIVE.COM 


PROGRESSIVE 







Progressive Casualty Ins. Co and its affiliates, Mayfield Village. OH Coverage availablefor separate premium, 
may not be available foi all RVs and coverage selections, and is subject to policy terms. 10D00124 (03/10) 
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MotionX-GPS keeps 
tabs on your location 
and has a built-in 
compciss. ($2.99; 
gps.motionx.com) 






TOOLS OF THE TRADE 



Smartphones feature apps for 
outdoorsmen by john burgman 

APPLE’S IPHONE AND OTHER MULTI-MEDIA Smartphones 

might initially seem more suited for urbanites and 
techies, but there are many apps (basic software 
programs you download onto the phones) that 
make them great for our sports as well. 


Apps can be bought for a modest price, which makes them 
enticing for budget-conscious sportsmen and trendy gearheads 
alike. Whether you want help deciding which lure to use on 
an overcast day or need to hear a sample of a pintail whistle, 
chances are there's an app that can assist you. 

Some traditionalists might not see the benefit of bringing a 
smartphone on a hunting or fishing excursion. But while many 
apps are geared toward entertainment, others can be invalu- 
able in certain situations. There are apps that provide packing 
checklists and apps that report your location to medical author- 
ities. MotionX-GPS (pictured above) lets you check your posi- 
tion on a map and save waypoints. There are also apps for your 
most basic needs, like getting the forecast (Accu Weather) and 
splicing together your best grip-and-grin photos (AutoStitch). 
Turn the page for some of our top picks. 


I MAY 2010 II 7 

www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 











Enhance your trip or have fun on your 
stand with these smartphone programs 






Navigation 


Entertainment 


Utility 

- WMlMMI— I f H ■» 

POCKET FIRST 
AID & CPR 

Jive Media’s 
Pocket First Aid 
and CPR app 
contains info on 
everything from 
bite treatments 
to severe cut and 
wound mainte- 
nance. ($3.99; 
jive.me/firs tai d ) 


WINCHESTER 

BALLISTIC 

CALCULATOR 

This useful 
app, based on 
a Winchester 
website program, 
lets you compare 
load trajectories, 
among other 
features, (free; 
winchester.com ) 


WHERE’S MY 
TREE STAND? 

This app from 
Inner Four allows 
you to use your 
phones GPS capa- 
bilities to record 
your favorite 
stand locations to 
find them easily 
in the dark. ($ 1 ; 
innerfour.com ) 


TOPO MAPS 

The Topo Maps 
app provides 
maps of rugged 
spots all over the 
U.S. and Canada. 
The best part? 

You don’t need a 
signal once the 
maps have down- 
loaded. ($7.99; 
topomapsapp.com ) 


TIME TO HUNT 

An app that tells 
you when wild- 
life will be most 
active is practi- 
cal. But reading 
about all the fac- 
tors influencing 
the activity is 
also a lot of fun. 
($1.99; portable 
hole.com) 


PRIMOS 

HUNTING 

CALLS 

With this inter- 
active app from 
DataRiver, you 
can listen to calls 
from deer, elk, tur 
keys, ducks and a 
number of other 
critters. ($3.99; 
primos.com) 



Combination 


Cabela’s Prodigy Spinning Rods and Reels 

These rods and reels deliver extraordinary performance. The rods are a blend 
of sensitivity and strength. The reels are smooth, balanced and precise. Paired 
together, they provide an exceptional combination of casting accuracy and 
fish-fighting power. And they offer the exceptional value and the field-proven 
quality you expect from Cabela’s* 


World's Forbmost Outfittbr 

cabelas.com I 800.440.0290 
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STRANGE BUT TRUE 



“Bat man” fends off wild bobcat 


ted williams was an avtd fisherman. Mickey Mantle 
was a hunter. But the line between the outdoors and 
the baseball diamond was blurred more than ever 
when Scott Bassett used a baseball bat to defend him- 
self from an attacking bobcat. 

Bassett’s wife awoke one night recently to a snarlingbobcat 
threatening their pet dog outside their house in Montgomery, 
Massachusetts. She alerted Bassett, who tried to scare away 
the 33-pound cat. But the animal was unafraid and unde- 
terred, according to MassLive.com, which covers western 
Massachusetts news. 

An animal control officer was called to help dissuade the 
angry bobcat. But when Bassett and the officer suddenly 
found themselves on the receiving end of an attack, Bassett 
grabbed the closest weapon— a baseball bat— and swung for 
the cheap seats. Bassett connected with the animal, which 
later tested positive for rabies. 

There’s no bag limit for bobcats in Bassett’s home state. 
And while a .22 might be a more typical choice for such small 
game, a baseball bat was the right tool at the right time. 




To we o jt entire generator Uae, loot* your nearest Timka dealer or M out about Pro Yamaha beaten, visit yamaha motor. com/generatars 
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Snapshots 


SURVIVAL 



A broken-down vehicle can provide lots of solutions 
in a survival situation by rich Johnson 

when your vehicle dies in the backcountry, you might have to scavenge its 
parts to keep yourself alive. If you're willing to sacrifice the truck or SUV, 
there are many parts that provide survival benefits. For example, if you stay 
with the vehicle, the interior will serve as a shelter to protect against sun, 
wind and precipitation. However, in hot weather, the interior can become an 
oven. One trick is to use foliage or fabric to shade windows so you can take 
shelter inside the vehicle, leaving doors and windows open for ventilation. 
Here are a few more ideas for making use of the automotive parts. 



1 MIRRORS Remove the rearview or a 
side mirror and use it to signal air- 
craft, hikers and others. 

2 TIRES Deflate a tire (start with the 
spare) and add it to a fire to create 
massive amounts of black smoke as an 
emergency distress signal. 

3 BATTERY Use juniper cables or 
other long wires connected to the 
battery terminals to strike a spark into 
dry tinder and start a fire. As a safety 
precaution, strike the spark as far from 
the battery as possible. 

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY Use 

carpet and floor mats as a ground 


pad to sit or sleep on. Use upholstery 
material as a blanket, poncho, make- 
shift footwear or jacket, or to improvise 
shelter, shade and clothing. 

5 HOOD Remove the hood and prop it 
up as part of a lean-to shelter. 

6 WIRING Strip wiring from under 
the hood or dashboard to use as 
snare wire, and for binding material to 
tie items such as branches together. 

7 FUEL AND OIL Drop a piece of cloth 
attached to a wire into the fuel tank 
to soak up gas for fire-making. Use oil 
on bits of foliage fed into the signal fire 
to create black smoke. 
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B FRAM® EXTRA GUARD® DELIVERS 3 TIMES THE ENGINE PROTECTION 

BASED ON THE AVERAGE OF LEADING ECONOMY FILTERS.* 

When your oil breaks down, damaging dirt and particles can threaten the life of your engine. 
A FRAM Extra Guard oil filter delivers advanced engine protection with specially blended 
glass and cellulose filter media. FRAM Extra Guard traps 95% of dirt and harmful particles, 
W and holds them until your next recommended oil change. Don’t cut corners — go with FRAM. 

ENGINE PROTECTION* To learn more about advanced engine protection, go to fram.com. 


‘Based on testing of models equivalent to PH8A 3387A and 6607 under ISO 4548-12 for particles > 20 microns. 

Engine protection is the measure of a filter’s ability to not just trap dirt, but hold it for the life of the filter. 

© 2010 Honeywell International Inc. Printed in the U.S.A. A Honeywell car care product. 


THE DIRT STOPS HERE 


TM 
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BY THE NUMBERS 




More popular than ever by brian mcCOMbie 

it’s flyfishing season, and sportsmen across the country 
are getting ready to wet a line. In 2008 alone, Americans 
made 100 million flyfishing outings and pumped millions 
of dollars into the local economies of river towns from 
coast to coast. Here are some more figures and statistics 
from Trout Unlimited, the Outdoor Foundation and other 
sources about fishing— on the fly. 


800 pounds 


Weight of the world’s largest fly 
rod— a 60-foot aluminum and bronze 
model in British Columbia 


o minion 


Number of fly- 
fishers in the U.S. 


Total number of 
f lyf ishers in the U.S, 
aged 6 to 17 


$19,500 
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Total amount paid for 
a 19th-century leather 
ot-bellied creel at a 
007 auction 


20 . 2 % 


Percentage 
of fly 
anglers 
who are 
female 


' ■ ' 1 % 
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READING ROOM 



Wild tales from 
a famed North 
American archer 



Dennis Dunns Barebow! is a coffee 
table book that reads like an elab- 
orately illustrated hunting memoir. 
The 500-page tome chronicles the 
years it took Dunn, an avid archer, 
to hunt North Americas big-game 
animals with traditional archery 
tackle— no compounds and no 
sights (“barebow"). It’s loaded with 
information on grizzlies, white- 
tails, caribou, pronghorns, cougars 
and bison, along with the rest 
of the animals that make up the 
29 big-game species that can be 
legally hunted on the continent. 

Dunn took all of the animals 
over the span of nearly half a 
century, which makes his reflec- 
tions particularly impressive and 
noteworthy. Maps and taxonomic 
notes provide practical informa- 
tion to counter Dunn’s nostalgia, 
and illustrations by outdoor art- 
ists Hayden and Dallen Lambson 
introduce each chapter. 

This is a must-read for outdoors- 
men interested in hunting big 
game on an extensive scale or any- 
one looking to spice up his 
trophy room with fresh reading 
material. ( $95; Documentary Media) 


Advertisement 





# Do you have what 
it takes to complete 
a New Mexico 
Grand Slam? 

Log on to 

outdoorlife . com/gr andslam 
to submit your application for 
the chance to hunt New Mexico. 

One lucky winner will be 
selected for the hunt, which will 
be featured in an upcoming issue 

of Outdoor Life . 


Entry deadline: June 30, 2010 

cSama 

LAND * CATTLE COMPANY 


For a complete list of rules and regulations 
log on to outdoorlife.com/grandslam 







RED WINE... 


...stains have 
met their match! 

Many of the things we love 
can cause serious stains 
on our teeth. TOPOL® Plus 
toothpaste fights plaque 
buildup, prevents cavities, 
freshens breath, and has a 
unique polishing system that 
gently yet effectively removes 
stains and helps keep them 
from coming back. 
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www.nicenebrands.com 
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AAy HUS8ANP ANP I WERE TROUT FISHINO NEAR THE 
SMOKy MOUNTAINS ANP IT WAS STARTING TO RAIN. 


THE CURRENT KNOCKER ME ROWN ANP X WAS 
SWEPT POWNSTREAM TOWARP A WATERFALL! 


M/ HUS8ANP SUP POWN A BANK ANP 
TOSSEP OUR STRINGER TO ME... 
RIOHT AS I WAS ABOUT TO 00 OVER! 


I CAUGHT m My HUSBANP HELP ONE ENP 
OF THE STRINOER ANP I HELP THE OTHER. 
IT WAS A WILP RIPE, BUT I WAS SAFE. 


We pay cash fox* all true adventures published. Only those 

used will be acknowledged. Send stories to Outdoor Life, This Happened To Me, 2 Park 
Avenue, New York, NY 10016; or via email to OLLetters@bonniercorp.com. Please include 
your daytime telephone number. illustration : Charlie griak 
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TODAY - The United States Rare Coin & Bullion Reserve has scheduled the final 
release of U.S. Gov’t Issued $5 Gold Coins previously held at the U.S. Mint at West 
Point. These Gov’t Issued Gold Coins are being released on a first-come, first-serve 
basis, for the incredible markup-free price of $125 each. This “at-cost” Gov’t Gold 
offer could be cancelled at any time. Do not delay. Call a Sr. Gold Specialist today. 



COIN &. BULLION 


Distributor ot Govern r 


Coins enlarged 
to show detail. 




Cteb (sXLli 


No one. including the United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve, can guarantee a Gold Coin’s future value will go up or down. © 2010 United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve 


Markup-Free Price of ONLY 

1 each 


AT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO PURCHASES OF 10 COINS ($1,250) PER HOUSE- 
HOLD PLUS SHIPPING & INSURANCE. MINIMUM ORDER 5 GOLD COINS. 


If you’ve been waiting to 
move your hard-earned 
money into precious 
metals, the time is now to 
consider transferring your 
U.S. dollars into United 
States Government Gold. The Gold market 
is on the move, up more than 280% over 
the past 10 years - outpacing the DOW, 
NASDAQ and S&P 500. Call immediately to 
order your United States Gold Coins direct 
from our Main Vault Facility, “at-cost”, for the 
amazing price of only $125 per coin. Special 
arrangements can be made for Gold pur- 
chases over $50,000. Order your Gold today! 


1 - Gov’t Issued Gold Coin $ 125.00 

5 - Gov’t Issued Gold Coins $ 625.00 

10 - Gov’t Issued Gold Coins $ 1,250.00 


Own Gov’t issued Gold Coins 


DUE TO STRICT LIMITED AVAIlJiBILITY, TELEPHONE ORDERS 
WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVE BASIS j 
ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER. 


CALL TOLL FREE (24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week) 

1 - 888 - 465-3073 

MASTERCARD • VISA • AMEX • DISCOVER • CHECK 
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Available only at Authorized Mission* Retailers 

To find one near you, visit us at: www.mlssonarchery.oom 
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good number of whitetails, and usually- 
bagged a couple. Until last November's 
gun season. Gribowski's party 7 of five 
hunted for five days. Only one shot 
was taken. 

"I could tell on opening day that 
something was wrong,” says Gribowski, 
24, of Mosinee, Wisconsin. “I just didn't 
hear the shots like normal.” 

Actually 7 , the 2009 deer harvest 
was well below average in a number 
of Midwestern and Eastern states. In 
Maine, for example, the 2009 deer 
kill was 14 percent off 2008's. New 
Hampshire, down 5 percent. Overall, 
New York's take was about even, 
though the harvest in northern zones 
dropped 15 to 20 points. West Virginia 
saw a 5.5 percent decline. Early returns 
indicate Michigan was off between 10 
and 20 percent, and Minnesota saw a 
13 percent dip in firearm harvest. 

Wisconsin? A staggering 27 per- 
cent harvest drop, all seasons includ- 
ed, with 329,000 whitetails taken, ver- 
sus 453,000 in 2008. 

GRUMPY HUNTERS 

Not surprisingly, hunters are unhap- 
py. Game agency mismanagement and 
inaccurate population estimates get 
most of the blame. Predators, global 
warming and various conspiracy theo- 
ries round out the mix. 

One thing is clear, though. There are 
fewer deer over much of the landscape. 
Keith Warnke, Wisconsin's top deer 
biologist, says it's according to plan. 


“We spent the prior decade work- 
ing very hard at herd reduction,” says 
Warnke. a And it worked.” 

Wisconsin entered 2000 with a 
record 1.8 million deer. Farmers, forest- 
ers and motorists wanted fewer deer. 
Wisconsin's Department of Natural 
Resources responded with freebie ant- 
lerless tags and additional antlerless 
seasons, and even forced hunters in 
some units to “earn” their chance at a 
buck by first taking a doe. 

The 2009 harvest decline, Warnke 
notes, occurred in the antlerless por- 
tion, where the DNR dropped the tag 
quota by nearly half to account for a 
deer herd estimated at just over 1 mil- 
lion following the 2008 hunt. The 2009 
buck harvest was relatively 7 normal, 
dropping only 3 percent from 2008. 

FEWER ANTLERLESS TAGS 

Wisconsin is not alone. In state after 
state, game officials have spent years 
boosting the antlerless harvest to 
lower overall deer populations. What 
we may have seen in 2009 was a “tip- 
ping point,” where the momentum 
shifted in the other direction, with 
deer herds and harvests on the decline. 
Fewer antlerless tags may 7 be the norm 
in the future. 

The situation's a little different in 
Maine, where back-to-back terrible 
winters killed thousands of deer, says 
deer project leader Lee Kantar, espe- 
cially in the north, where sheltering 
deer “yards” are disappearing. 


Pennsylvania’s deer harvest was off 
in 2009 (final numbers weren't avail- 
able at press time). Like Wisconsin, 
Pennsylvania has taken an aggressive 
approach to lowering deer numbers, 
prompting hunters to assert the herd 
was in a tailspin. But Kip Adams, out- 
reach manager for the Quality Deer 
Management Association, thinks a 
great mast crop hurt hunter success. 
On property he hunts in northern 
Pennsylvania, deer numbers have been 
increasing. Yet he saw only a handful. 

ABUNDANT ACORNS 

“It was the best acorn crop we've ever 
seen,” says Adams. “The deer just didn't 
have to move far to fill up.” He knows 
locals who spent thousands of dol- 
lars on high-quality food plots. “They 
weren't seeing many deer, either.” 

Yet Indiana had a record 132,700 
deer taken last year. Maryland's 
100,600 deer were also a record, while 
Missouri racked up its fourth-best deer 
kill ever, just missing the 300K mark. 
What gives? 

Here's what gives. In states where 
harvest was way down last year, hunt- 
ers will probably see a slightly better 
2010 hunt given the recent mild winter. 
A state or two with high deer numbers 
might even set another record. 

But with the concerted efforts going 
on in so many 7 states to reduce deer pop- 
ulations via antlerless tags, the huge 
deer harvests of the recent past may 
well be over. 


Population Estimation 


Most states use some variation of 
the Sex-Age-Kill (SAK) method to 
estimate deer numbers. At registra- 
tion stations, sex and age informa- 
tion is collected for each deer. Many 
states also plug in a fawn-to-doe 
ratio, based on summer observa- 
tions, as well as a winter mortality 
rate. The mathematical model then 
essentially estimates the total deer 
population before the hunt. 

However, notes Kip Adams, out- 
reach manager for the Quality Deer 


Management Association, part of 
the SAK’s statistical validity was 
based on a very high percentage 
(80 percent or better) of yearling 
bucks in the harvest. These young 
bucks are then used to estimate the 
general composition of the overall 
buck population. 

“But now, with so many states 
protecting these yearlings with 
point restrictions, the SAK model 
doesn’t work as well as it once did," 
says Adams. —D.McC. 



Many states have adopted phone-in harvest 
reporting, but the most accurate biological 
information is gathered at check stations. 
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TACTICS 



you have to put the emotion of an actor and the lungs of a 
marathoner into the effort. It’s shock-and-awe calling at its most 
intense, says veteran game caller Wayne Carlton. “When you 
quit calling, the bears stop coming.” by Andrew mckean 


2 South-facing avalanche 

■ chutes are good early in the season, 
though Carlton has his best luck calling a 
couple of weeks following den emergence 
as bears' diet shifts from grass to meat. 


1 canyon rims and creek val- 
leys project your calling over diverse 
habitat and can have consistent wind 
flow. Another advantage: You can often 
watch incoming bears to judge their size 
and ensure they don’t have cubs. 


J cogging roacts are used as 

travel corridors by bears and a wide 
variety of their prey species. Watch your 
back— sometimes bears will come in qui- 
etly, even from downwind. 



Pick easy-to-blow models with high-pitched screams 



Mac Daddy Coaxer 

from Johnny Stewart 
blows doe, fawn and 
rabbit distress calls. 
Change pitch by 
depressing a lever over 
the latex diaphram. ($19; 
johnny s tewart.com ) 



Primos Coyote Bear 
Buster reproduces the 
bleat of a fawn, a favor- 
ite prey of spring bears, 
It can also be effective 
for bobcats, coyotes 
and mountain lions. 
($10; primos.com) 



Wayne 
Carlton Bear 
Call mimics 
cub and hog 
squalls and 
prey distress 
shrieks. The 
external reed 
is easy to blow 
for extended 
sessions. ($20; 
hunterspec.com) 
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Hunting 


More Online: Follow us all fall 

online at outdoorlife.com/record-quest 


WHITETAILS 



Outdoor Life gets ready to hunt the biggest bucks 
in North America by Andrew mckean 

for the last four years, I have been haunted by the memory of a 
single deer. This particular animal— an Oklahoma whitetail with a 
rack like a candelabra— occupied my life for maybe a dozen seconds, 
starting with his eruption from a tangle of hawthorn to his manic 
sprint for the property line and his disappearance in the shelter of a 
cedar grove. But I Ve replayed our brief encounter hundreds of times, 
wondering what might have happened (to both of us) if I had been 
holding a rifle instead of a 20 -gauge stuffed with quail loads. 


I’ve mentally measured his 
matching drop tines and counted 
his points— I get between 12 and 17, 
depending on how much running 
room I give my imagination— and 
sometimes picture myself holding 
his head, turning it to fully appre- 
ciate its astonishing dimensions, 
which I estimate at north of 200 
inches of antler mass. 

That single incandescent moment, 
on a sunny November afternoon in 
the breaks of the Cheyenne River, 
transformed me from a deer hunt- 
er to a trophy-buck hunter. For the 
rest of that week, I hunted that ani- 
mal with single-minded purpose. I 
never saw him again, but I haven’t 
been able to forget him, either. 

I’m hardly alone in this consum- 
ing pursuit of trophy whitetails. It’s 
a natural progression from shooting 
your first legal deer to holding out 
for a single, specific individual. 

OUTCOME-ORIENTED HUNTING 

Deer hunters are a social lot, often 
satisfied more with the experience 
than the outcome. Trophy hunt- 
ers, on the other hand, are focused, 
intense, secretive and consumed 
with the result, killing the biggest 
buck. Every year. 

This year, Outdoor Life is cele- 
brating all the sacrifice, intensity 
and glory of trophy hunting with a 
brand-new program, Record Quest. 
It’s the story of remarkable bucks, 
what it takes to kill them, interviews 


with those who have, discussions 
of essential tactics and gear, trophy 
destinations, and details on how you 
can join this elite club. 

TROPHY TALES 

It’s the story of the science of tro- 
phy management and the mysteri- 
ous mix of genetics, nutrition and 
gleaming luck. It’s a celebration 
of the wildness of wildlife, of the 
uniquely American notion that until 
you wrap your tag on it, even world- 
class bucks belong to us all. 

We’ll ask you to advise us on 
where to plant food plots and place 
tree stands, and to weigh in on the 
nail-biting risk of passing up a 160- 
class buck in order to hold out for a 
180, which may not show up. You’ll 
meet the most recognized names in 
trophy hunting, as well as hard-core 
hunters you’ve never heard of. 

This fall, we’ll ask you to come 
along as Outdoor Life editors put 
their skills to the test, hunting 
whitetails in some of the conti- 
nent’s best trophy areas. We’ll hunt 
in Ohio, Montana, Kansas, Alberta 
and Missouri, and we’ll invite you 
to participate online, at outdoorlife 
.com/record- quest, as we post daily 
updates from the field. 

We might even return to 
Oklahoma, where that whopper 
buck of the Cheyenne River perhaps 
still roams— a few years older, a few 
inches larger and oblivious to the 
metamorphosis he sparked in me. 



Non-Typical Record: This remarkable buck, dis- 
covered dead just outside St Louis, Missouri, by 
a hunter in 1981, carries 333 7 /a inches of antler 
mass . The right antler has 19 scoreable points; 
the left antler boasts 25 points. It beat the previ- 
ous non-typical record by nearly 50 inches. 



Typical Record: Milo Hanson’s 213 5 /a-inch 
world record was taken in 1993 near Biggar, 
Saskatchewan. Sporting an inside spread of 
27 V 2 inches, the main beams have a matching 
length of 28 Va inches. 
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Patrick Welsh 
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SKILLS 



Two tips that’ll make you a more effective shooter 


Anchors Away 

If you hit the kill zone on your 
target every time you let an arrow fly 
while you’re on the ground, yet have 
missed a “gimme” shot on a deer 
from a tree stand, you might want to 
take a hard look at your anchor point. 

No matter whether you've 
missed high or low, the fix might 
be in dropping your anchor point 
a fraction of an inch. One of the 
benefits of doing so is improved fol- 
low-through. It’s common for archers 
to drop their bow hand unconscious- 
ly in order to watch the arrow make 
impact, which will cause the arrow 
to miss its mark. A lower anchor 
point will help you resist this urge. 

When you’re shooting from an 



elevated position, it’s also impor- 
tant to watch your form, bending at 
the waist in order to maintain proper 
body geometry and sight align- 
ment. The goal is to keep the bow s 
alignment with your torso the same 
whether you’re shooting at a down- 
ward angle from a stand or while flat 
on your feet on level ground. 

— Paul Korn 




2 Shoot a Gobbler With Your Off-Shoulder 

When you prop your back against a tree during turkey season, you’re 
making a bet that the tom you’ve struck will come from the direction in which 
your gun is pointing when you raise the barrel. As often as not, the gobbler 
struts in from some other spot, forcing you to contort your body to get into a 
better position, which frequently results in a spooked bird. 

A better way is to teach yourself to shoot from the off-shoulder, which is 
going to feel as comfortable as a prostate examination for the first few times. 

Overcome the awkwardness with practice and repetition. Standing as you 
would while shooting skeet, pick a spot on the wall and, in a smooth motion, 
raise and lower the gun 10 times to your off-shoulder, making sure you get a 
good cheek weld and that the butt of the gun is in the pocket of your shoulder. 
Do 10 to 15 sets a day, and within a couple of weeks the motion will feel natural. 

If your non-dominant eye is now looking down the rib, also practice clos- 
ing your dominant eye as you raise the gun. If you can’t close one eye, top 
your turkey gun with a red-dot sight, so you can aim correctly. -John B. Snow 



Record 



with Andrew McKean 


OutdoorLife.com/RecordQuest 



This season follow Outdoor Life’s 
hunting editor, Andrew McKean, 
as he explores the science, 
tactics and in-the-field action 
of tracking and hunting record- 
class whitetails. Launching in 
April on OutdoorLife.com hell 
be blogging, posting videos and 
photo galleries on topics ranging 
from deer herd management 
and nutrition to selection of tree 
stand location. In the fall he'll be 
updating the site live from the 
field as he hunts some of North 
America’s top deer destinations. 


OutdoorLife.com/RecordQuest 
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Benelli’s Vinci bags its first Osceola toms by terry gibson 


i grew up hunting osceola gobblers in heavy 
Everglades cover, rarely seeing an entire bird in the 
dense vegetation. So it would be a treat to hunt Florida 
birds near Orlando, in rolling hills of grassy pasture 
divided by stands of pine and cypress hammocks. 
Making the hunt even sweeter would be my choice 
of shotgun, Benelli’s Vinci. 


Inertia- 

driven 



Benelli’s in- 
line operat- 
ing system 
cycles the 
semi-auto 
action with 
a single 
spring, 
increasing 
lock-up time 
and reduc- 
ing fouling. 


Joe Coogan, Benelli USA’s brand 
manager, invited me to test the state- 
of-the-art gun on gobblers at Frazier 
Family Farms, which sits on top of 
an ancient beach known as the Lake 
Whales Ridge. We would hunt over 
Cally Morris’s Hazel Creek decoys, 
which are as lifelike as mounts. It 
would be cool to take an Osceola gob- 
bler that, for once, I could actually see 
approach in the open. 


Drop-out 

trigger 

The trigger 
assembly is 
contained in 
the forearm 
module. The 
straight- 
pull trigger 
breaks with 
minimal 
wrist torque. 



DECOY ABUSE 

The first morning, Coogan and I set 
hen and jake decoys about 20 yards out, 
three paces apart and facing quartering 
away. We watched the turkeys fly down 
from the roost about a half-mile away 
on the other end of the pasture. 

A pair of toms walked down the 
opposite tree line, until they saw the 
decoys and made a 200-yard beeline 
for them as our guide, Wayne Shelby, 
quit cutting on his slate. 

After the birds pecked the jake decoy 
to shreds and pounded its remnants 


Natural grip The ample “SteadyGrip" stock is 
available on Vincis turkey configuration. The 
buttstock module can be adjusted for drop and 
length of pull in a matter of minutes, with no 
tools required. 


Recoil reduction Benelli s “ComforTech” 
stock configuration soaks up recoil and 
keeps the butt tight to the shooter's 
shoulder, minimizing felt recoil. Recoil 
pads are designed to dissipate the kick 
over the shooter’s entire shoulder. 



Watch Terry Gibson’s thrilling Osceola 
turkey hunt unfold on a segment of 
“ Benelli On Assignment, ” now airing on 
The Outdoor Channel. 

into the ground, we put one bird down. 
The second gobbler started to run, but 
turned back around toward the decoy. I 
put the Burris Fast-Fire Red Dot on the 
base of his neck and squeezed, and the 
Federal Mag-Shok High Velocity load 
felled the other bird. 

GENTLE ON THE SHOULDER 

Within three days, eight other writers 
had similar stories to tell, and evenings 
were spent discussing the Vinci’s mer- 
its, including its reduced muzzle jump 
and recoil. We were shooting stout tur- 
key loads, but the recoil felt about like 
a standard field load. 

For a Florida native like myself, 
accustomed to hunting the jungle gob- 
blers of the southern Everglades, it was 
as great to actually see a hunt unfold as 
it was to tag an opening-morning tom 
and introduce a versatile shotgun to 
the spring woods. 
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Justin Appenzeller 



No longer found 
on huge expanses 
of the American 
West, most of the 
country's bison are 
behind fences , 
raised for their 
meat. Only a hand- 
ful of states issue 
licenses for truly 
fedr-chase wild 
bison hunts. 


CONSERVATION 



Sportsmen might have saved Americas buffalo, but 
hunting opportunities remain rare by Andrew mckean 

you can buy bison steaks in your local supermarket, snack on bison appe- 
tizers at upscale restaurants and even wear bison-leather loafers. But your 
ability to hunt one of America’s most iconic big-game animals is still a 
privilege reserved for those with luck or wealth. 


This year, 500 to 700 licenses will 
be issued by state wildlife agencies to 
hunt free-ranging bison. That includes 
Montana’s hunt for bison that might 
roam out of Yellowstone National 
Park, surplus bison that graze on South 
Dakota’s Custer State Park and free- 
rangingbison in southern Utah’s Henry 
Mountains. 

The number of state-issued bison 
tags continues to tick upward each 
year, but it’s still a pittance, consider- 
ing that 30 million buffalo once roamed 
America’s Great Plains. 

“We are no longer in the Dark Ages 
of bison conservation in America,” says 
Dr. Kent Redford, lead scientist with 
the American Bison Society. Founded 
more than a century ago by Theodore 
Roosevelt, William Hornaday and other 


celebrity conservationists, the outfit 
remains housed at New York’s his- 
toric Bronx Zoo, home of the umbrel- 
la Wildlife Conservation Society. “I 
would say we’re in the Silver Age. A lot 
of things seem to be moving in the right 
direction, but there’s a lot to do.” 

Thanks to those pioneer conserva- 
tionists, bison are no longer in danger of 
becoming extinct, and there are enough 
animals— an estimated 500,000— in var- 
ious herds to ensure genetic diversity. 

But 95 percent of America’s bison are 
in captive herds, being raised for meat, 
and most of those bison have some per- 
centage of cattle genes, according to 
Redford. “Ecologically, bison are not 
recovered, when you consider the small 
number of animals that are free-rang- 
ing and wild,” he says. 


So on the centennial of the cre- 
ation of the American Bison Society, a 
group of biologists and conservation- 
ists reconvened and drafted a bison res- 
toration plan for the next 100 years. 

“Our efforts are to try to dramati- 
cally increase over the next century 
the number of bison that are consid- 
ered wild or conservation animals that 
are to be hunted or observed, but not 
being raised for meat,” says Redford. 
“We are promoting the idea that bison 
are wildlife, not livestock.” 

A HANDFUL OF BISON HUNTS 

Wyoming issued 385 bison licenses in 
2010, mainly for animals that roam out 
of Jackson Hole’s National Elk Refuge, 
where the herd size is estimated at 
1,200 head. 

Montana issued 36 tags for the 2009- 
10 season for bison that wander out of 
Yellowstone National Park, whose herd 
is estimated at around 3,000 head. 

South Dakota issued more than 50 
tags to hunt bison on Custer State Park 
in the Black Hills. The herd numbers 
about 1,500 head. 

Utah issued 152 bison tags in 2009, 
mainly for hunts in the rugged Henry 
Mountains just north of Lake Powell, 
where about 450 buffalo roam. 
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TACTICS 


Here s what to do when that 
gobbler won’t come another 

inch BY STEVE HICKOFF 
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at some point this spring, you'll run into an obstinate gobbler 
that just won't budge, no matter what you throw at him. Truth 
be known, these are the longbeards that keep us coming back 
for more. And they can be beaten— if you know how. 


Call In a Go-Away Bird 

• PROBLEM: You've got a gobbler that’s 
hot and constantly cuts your calls. 
However, when you move closer, he 
drifts away as if wanting you to show 
yourself and walk to his position. 

• SOLUTION: One option is to yelp to 
get a response, then drop back and call 
from that retreated position. You can 
then silently slip up to your original 
spot undetected and close the deal. 

• FIELD TEST: One Maine spring, I 
raised a gobbler in the woods, after 
spotting him near the edge of cover 
but still in the pasture. Every time I’d 
approach, set up and call, he’d answer 


deeper in the woods. I’d move into that 
concealing cover, and he’d extend the 
distance. Finally I crossed the field cor- 
ner and set up on the edge. He came, 
but only to the inside of far edge cover, 
hammering. 

Right then I walked 50 steps through 
the woods behind me, yelping and cut- 
ting hard. He hammered back from that 
near edge cover. I slinked through the 
woods toward the bird, quickly but qui- 
etly. Situated right on the pasture edge, 
I waited silently. Long minutes passed. 
I softly yelped. He broke out of cover, 
strutting and mincing steps to my posi- 
tion, until I dropped him. 


Show Up the Ladies’ Man 

♦ PROBLEM: The turkeys, hens and 
gobblers are stacked up like cordwood. 
You might hear a bird sound off at first 
and last light, but they stay silent the 
rest of the day. 

♦ SOLUTION: Take a chapter out of the 
fall turkey hunter’s book— break up the 
group of gregarious birds, then set up at 
the flush site and call them back. 

What do you suppose that gobbler 
will do when his hens have winged off 
for parts unknown? Gobble, is what. 
And he’ll do it alone. 

♦ FIELD TEST: Jakes and hens unex- 
pectedly flushed in the Missouri false 
dawn. I’d spooked them. A gobbler 
on the edge of the hilly roost barked 
at their noisy departure. Rather than 
panic, I slipped toward the lingering 
tom, set up quietly, and waited until 
just before fly-down time to call. 

The longbeard hammered back, 
cutting off my calls, then sailed down, 
strutting and turning before walking 
down my shotgun barrel. 

Challenge the Bully 

♦ PROBLEM: Blame it on whatever 
you like, but there are some days when 
birds just don’t seem interested. This is 
not so much a hang-up as it is a cour- 
tesy-gobble situation. 

♦ SOLUTION: Aggressive fighting purrs 
can coax gobblers toward your position 
to watch other birds fight it out. 

To imitate super fighting purrs, draw 
a line across your friction call with the 
striker tip pressed to the slate, glass or 
other surface. Vary the length of the 
notes: purrrr, purr, purr, purrrrrrrrr. 
Toss in sharp clucks and agitated cut- 
ting to add even more agitation. 

Stroke your push-pin’s plunger the 
same way. Run your box-call paddle 
against the call’s side lips to imitate 
this sound. 

♦ FIELD TEST: In Texas last spring, 
I set up on a wad of turkeys, only to 
watch one group of hens fly down and 
another gang of longbeards and jakes 
separate to square off. 

I made a brawling racket of fight- 
ing purrs over all their noise. The line 
of gobblers came running, as if they 
couldn’t get there fast enough. 
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CATCH 

OF THEMONTH 



WHERE: Dean 
River, British 
Columbia 
ANGLER: Brenda 
Williams 
WEIGHT: 25 LB. 



FISH MANAGEMENT 



A hybrid strain of largemouth is 
making a splash in the heart of Dixie 

BY COLIN MOORE 


in February 2009, spencer ross had just cast a white 
Zoom Super Fluke soft jerkbait toward a point when 
he heard a bass striking behind him. Quickly setting 
down the rod he was holding and picking up anoth- 
er with a spinnerbait tied on, Ross turned and cast 
into the surface-feeding melee. After catching and 
releasing a 4-pounder, he picked up the Fluke rod 
again and started retrieving the lure. The line tight- 
ened. When Ross set the hook, a hole opened in the lake 
and the biggest bass the Alabama angler had ever seen 


came leaping out of it with his lure in its mouth. 

Several heart-pounding minutes later, Ross hauled the 
13-pound 6-ounce largemouth over the side of his boat, 
photographed it on his cooler and released it. What made 
the catch more remarkable than the size of the fish was 
the fact that the bass was only about SV 2 years old. 

SUPERBASS IS BORN 

Ross’s largemouth had begun its life in Washington 
County’s Bear Lake when Ray Beech, manager of the 
120-acre private fishing club lake, decided to stock a 
few thousand fingerling FI Tiger Bass, a new hybrid 
strain developed by American Sportfish, a Montgomery, 
Alabama, commercial hatchery. Neither he nor any of his 
customers have ever had reason to regret the decision. 

The American Sportfish approach to the develop- 
ment of Tiger Bass followed a basic blueprint: Spawn 
an aggressive strain of northern bass with Florida bass, 
famous for their quick growth. But there was more. 
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Scientists then removed all the finger- 
ling bass that exhibited aggressive ten- 
dencies, isolated them in another tank 
until they reached reproductive stage, 
bred them, isolated all their offspring 
that exhibited alpha personalities in 
another tank, bred them, and so forth. 
It was that simple. 

“We found that if you take a group of 
two-inch-long bass from many different 
parents and combine them in a big tank, 
some will immediately exhibit aggres- 
sive traits,” says Barry Smith, co-owner 
of the Montgomeiy hatchery with Don 
Keller. “We developed a way to separate 
the go-getters from the ones that hold 
back. In time, we came up with Tiger 
Bass, which are more aggressive and 
gain mass relatively quickly.” 

Ross, a Chatom car dealer who’s 
caught several Tiger Bass from Bear 
Lake that weighed more than 10 pounds 
each, can attest to the fish’s growing 
ability as well as its “meanness.” 

“I wouldn’t say they’re any more 
aggressive about hitting a lure than our 



Even as fingerlings, Tiger Bass exhibit 
aggressive tendencies. 


Alabama bass, but they’re just so dog- 
gone mean when they get hooked.” 

Beech is sold, too. He credits a com- 
bination of Tiger Bass, a perfect blend 
of bluegill and threadfin forage, and 
good fertilizing and liming for creat- 
ing a lunker haven at Bear Lake. In fact, 
Beech has a standing reward of $10,000 
for anybody who breaks the current 
lake record, set by Ross. 

“I think I’m going to have to pay up 
in 2011,” he says. 


Eye of the Tiger 

American Sportfish's Tiger Bass is 
a hybrid strain of Florida and north- 
ern largemouths. Florida bass are 
known for rapid growth rates, while 
northern fish are noted for superior 
aggressiveness. The FI is gaining 
wide acceptance by pond managers 
for several reasons. 

Increased Catch Rates: Private 
pond bass have a well-deserved 
reputation for increased lure shy- 
ness as they age. Because FIs are 
a cross with northern-strain large- 
mouths, catch rates remain high 
throughout the bass’s life. 

High Growth Rates: Largemouths 
are capable of growing a pound a 
year after the first year of their lives. 
FI growth rates seem superior, with 
some fish growing to as much as 7 
pounds in just 27 months. 

Ease of Feeding: Largemouths 
typically snub fish pellets, whereas 
FIs, because of their aggressive 
nature, eagerly take this form of 
supplemental feed. 
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TIPS & TRICKS 


Bow and Arrow 

(rocks and boulders) 

Pull the line tight until you have pres- 
sure against the snag and then let the 
A line go, like shooting a bow and arrow, 

«g 

| which throws slack into your line and 
| can jar the lure free. It might take sev- 
cu eral tries before working. 


Slow and Steady 

(grass and weeds) 

This technique is most effective for soft 
snags. Point the tip of the fishing rod 
straight at the snag, tighten the drag 
down completely or palm the spool so 
that no line can come off the reel, and 
pull straight back toward you. 



The harder you fish, the 
more you get snagged. 
Here are simple ways to 
get your lures back 

BY GERRY BETHGE 



Pole Poke 

(stumps and trees) 

Use a long pole or an oar-a collapsible 
aluminum pole that can be extended to 
12 feet or more is great, too. Maneuver 
the boat directly over the snag, follow 
the line down to the snag with the oar 
or pole and knock it free. 



11AM- 3PM 
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Nothing tops watching a child reel in their first fish. Seeing the excitement 
on their face as they manage to skip their first rock. Laughing as they 
smear chocolate and marshmallow all over trying to eat a campfire S'more 
And helping them discover a new world beyond the borders of civilization. 


More Details at basspro.com/gooutdoors 
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GEAR 



Six new products to keep your boat, 
fishing gear and tackle organized 

BY JOHN TARANTO 





1.0H0 
Captain’s 
Bag 2.0 

This tricked- 
out gear hauler 
features a water- 
proof ripstop 
exterior, a molded 
bottom, a wide- 
mouth opening, 

10 pockets (seven 
interior) and two 
removable side 
bags. ($ 220 ; 
oldharbor 
outfitters.com) 


2. Flambeau 

T5Pro 

Multiloader 

Capable of hold- 
ing seven utility 
boxes, the T5P 
also has a ton 
of open space, 
which allows 
for flexibility in 
organizing gear. 
Spinnerbait 
storage and line 
spoolers are built 
in. ($60; flambeau 
outdoors.com) 


3. Cabela’s 
XPG 

Waistpack 

The new Deluxe 
Angler waistpack 
is an ideal gear 
bag option for 
on-the-go anglers. 
Features include 
a padded back 
and hip belt, a 
pliers/tool hol- 
ster, two exterior 
pockets and two 
utility boxes. 

($45; cabelas.com ) 


4. Plano 

Liqua-Bait 

Locker 

Designed specifi- 
cally to contain 
both the liquids 
and odors of sim- 
ulated live bait 
products, these 
leak-proof, air- 
tight containers 
(available in two 
sizes) will keep 
your bait fresh. 
($15-$25; piano 
molding.com ) 


5. BPS 
Extreme 
Binder Bag 

The Side-By-Side 
Double Binder 
Bag folds up 
to the size of a 
small briefcase. 
One side holds 
10 resealable 
pages; the other 
stores two 360- 
size utility boxes 
(not included). 
($35; piano 
molding.com ) 


6. Fishpond 
[ Storm 
Mountain 

The ultimate 
driftboat com- 
panion, the Storm 
Mountain Gear 
Bag features 
a rain/splash 
guard, molded 
waterproof bot- 
tom, padded 
sidewalls, inte- 
rior dividers and 
more. ($195; 
fishpondusa.com ) 
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Why am I always 
• told not to touch the 
“whiskers’’ on a catfish? 
—Ron Markel , Denver, CO 



A Feel free to touch catfish 
• whiskers all you want, but 
you’d do well to avoid the spiny 
dorsal and pectoral barbs— espe- 
cially on saltwater hardhead cats. 
The pain can be excruciating, and 
sometimes requires medical treat- 
ment. Always use pliers when de- 
hooking hardheads. 



Q # When I’m bowfishing, 
•what are the mini- 
mum and maximum draws 
I should have on my bow? 
—bowfishertothee, via 
outdoorlife.com 

A * If the fish you’re targeting 
• are primarily under 20 
pounds, and shots are at a rela- 
tively short range (5 to 15 yards), 
a draw weight of 45 pounds 
should be sufficient. Remember 
that bowfishing action for species 
such as carp and suckers can be 
fast and furious, so it’s best to use 
a bow that’s easy to draw and 
shoot all day. 

-Gerry Bethge , Fishing Editor 


OL ODYSSEYS 



These fishing road trips offer great scenery, fun 
places to visit and reel-screaming action 


1. Montana | Yellowstone Trout ^ 

From Slough Creek in the northeast cor- 
ner of the park to the Lewis River in the 
southwest, hundreds of waters lie within 
a fly cast of the road. Check out the wind- 
ing blacktop from Old Faithful to Madison 
Junction— perfect for a laid-back cruise. 
Where to Fish: Slough Creek for cut- 
throats; Firehole River for rainbows. 
Stay Tuned: Watch for our Yellowstone 
feature in the June/July issue. 

Best Bar: Beartooth Cafe (406-838-2475) 
Great Eats: The Old Faithful Inn (307- 
344-7311) for ambiance alone. 




2. Michigan | Salmon/Trout 

Just 13 miles north of Manistee lies the 
hidden jewel of Onekama, Michigan, 
where you can troll for salmon and 
trout or fling lures off the breakwaters. 
Where to Fish: Charter a boat out of 
Portage Lake April to October. We’ve 
fished several times with Kevin Hughes 
(sandpipersportfishingcharters.com ). 

Best Bar: Shay’s Chop House 
(shayschophouse.com) on Crescent 
Beach Road is a top spot. 

Great Eats: Try the Glenwood 
(glenwoodrestaurant.com) for dinner. 

m ^ i t mm # »• • ••• •• • • w# ••• • # # # mm m m ••♦ • •• •• • # • ♦ • • • ••• 

3. Minnesota | Walleyes/Pike 

Made up of three giant lakes— Rainy, 
Kabetogama and Namakan— Voyageurs 
National Park lies just west of 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness. 

Where to Fish: Our choice is to check 
out Rainy Lake Houseboats (rainylake 
houseboats.com). Gather up to 12 of your 
closest walleye -loving friends and live on 
one of nine cruisers for a week. 

Great Eats: There are plenty of places to 
pull up the boat and cook lunch. 



Motorcycle-friendly 
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Alairty (catfish), Mitch Kezar (bowfisher), Troy Batzler (Montana). Soc Clay/Windigoimages.com (houseboat) 











WANT MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE THAT 
CAN KEEP UP WITH YOU? 

Allstate has over 600 agents who ride. They know if someone ever jumps on your 
bike with you, you'll need some extra protection. That's why Allstate offers 
Passenger Liability with every policy. Many insurance companies don't even offer it. 

You deserve an agent who speaks your language. That's Allstate's Stand. 


TALK TO AN ALLSTATE AGENT TODAY | 877-361-BIKE | allstategarage.com 


Insurance suoject to terms, condroons and avaiiafcfity Property-casualty Insurance products issued by Allstate Fire and Casuafty insurance Company, Allstate hdemnRy Company. Allstate Insurance Company. AJistre Property and Casualty 
Insurance Company, Nortttvook. I and Alhtaa Sen Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company. Bridgewater, NJ. O 2010 Allstate Insurance Company 
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GREAT LAKES TROLLING 



Precision is the only way to win the Big Lake trolling game by d’arcy egan 


the high-powered king salmon of the Great Lakes can 
be caught in spring, summer and fall with downrig- 
gers, diving planers and side planer boards, although 
it is critical to change tactics and patterns through- 
out the season. 

Veteran fishing guide Frank Kittrick ofY-Knot Charters 
( yknotcharters.com ) targets big kings, as well as cohos, lak- 
ers and steelhead on western Lake Ontario. With one of the 
most vibrant populations of trout and salmon in the Great 
Lakes, Lake Ontario’s west end can be an exciting fishery— if 
you understand how to locate fish and trigger strikes. 



Trolling gear set-ups for spring (top) and fall (bottom): 

(A) Downriggers (B) Diving planers 

(C) Side planer boards (D) Lead-core long -line 



Typical Great 
Lakes 1 salmon 
trolling systems 
appear to be 
ultra -com plex— 
because they are. 
But there’s a meth- 
od to the madness 
of the haphazard 
maze of rods, 
riggers and lines. 


SPRING TACTICS 

The Target: With schools of salmon in 12 to 40 feet, the early 
spring season is a time for shallow-water techniques. 

The Rod Count: Six planer board rods, 2 diver rods, 3 down- 
rigger rods, one lead-core long-line rod. 

The Tactic: Planer boards spread out the school of lures, 
while downriggers and diving planers take lures down quick- 
ly to the suspended salmon and trout. 

The Hardware: Minnow-style plugs such as the Reef Runner 
dominate lure selection. In shallow water, a Slide Diver and 
braided line works best. An angler can run 50 feet or more of 
line behind the diving planer so salmon aren’t spooked by the 
boat. The downrigger lines can be lowered to tempt salmon 
close to the lake bottom, while weights can be added to the 
planer board lines to make fish run away from the noise of the 
boat, yet at the best depth. Surprisingly successful is a lead- 
core long-line rig run well behind the boat, with three to four 
colors of lead core getting the lure to the proper depth. 

FALL TACTICS 

The Target: In late summer and fall, salmon begin to stage 
around their spawning streams, and successful anglers tar- 
get the drop-offs in 80 to 200 feet. 

The Rod Count: Six to 8 diver rods, 3 downrigger rods, one 
lead-core long-line rod. 

The Tactic: A zigzag trolling pattern can help to trigger 
strikes. Lots of flash helps to catch fish; Kittrick recom- 
mends flashers and dodgers in front of the flies and spoons. 
Lowering a probe on the center downrigger helps make 
sure the lures run 2 to 2.2 miles per hour— the slow^ speed 
is critical for flashers and dodgers to perform. Ignore the 
temperature gauge. Chinook, or king, salmon aggressively 
feed before heading up the rivers to spawn. 

The Hardware: The big side planer boards are put away in 
fall in favor of downriggers and Dipsy Divers and wire line. 
Deploy as much as 200 to 250 feet of line to allows the Dipsy 
Divers to run lures deep enough. 
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RARE TROPHY 



The hunt is on for a wall- 
eye of a different color 

BY JEFF HOLMLUND 


AS NORTHERN WILDERNESS OUTFITTERS 

pilot Chris Olson prepared the turbo 
Otter for descent, I caught my first 
glimpse of northwestern Ontario's 
Richardson Lake, locally known as 
the mother lode of a fish so odd that 
few accomplished North Woods 
anglers have ever glimpsed one, 
let alone caught one. Since taking 
my first blue walleye more than 30 
years ago, I have been afflicted with 
a strange urge that has driven me to 
such places— wading through mus- 
keg bogs, braving mosquito-infest- 
ed forests and spending days lost in 
the bush in a mad quest to find this 
unique fish. 

Genetically distinct from the vanished 
blue pike of Lake Erie, blue walleyes 
are a morphed cousin of the common 
yellow walleye. The blue color, more 
prominent during the summer, forms 
within the mucous layer of their skin 
on the dorsal part of the body and the 
upper part of the tail. Unlike the color- 
ing associated with genetic aberrations 
such as albinism or melanism, skin pig- 
ment on the blue walleye rubs off when 
abraded. It is not a pigment in the fish, 
but rather growing on the skin. 



area all the way up to the Cobham River 
in northeastern Manitoba." 

Blue walleyes have been reported 
from the eastern Manitoba border across 
northern Ontario to Quebec and are gen- 
erally found in isolated mesotrophic 
Canadian Shield lakes. More recent- 
ly, they are showing up in lakes on the 
Canada/U.S. border and in Minnesota, 
Wisconsin and Michigan. Gather local 
knowledge, as there’s not a lot of infor- 
mation available on this fish. A local out- 
fitter, bait shop or wildlife office can 
point you in the right direction. 

FISH FINDING MISSION 

I fish the Fort Frances/Red Lake cor- 
ridor in northwestern Ontario, as it has 
literally thousands of underutilized 
lakes, with a high percentage of blue 
walleyes. World-renowned big walleye 



The blue tinge on these unique walleyes 
is formed within its mucous layer and can 
actually rub off on your hands. 


lakes such as Lake of the Woods, Rainy 
Lake and Lac Seul all hold small popu- 
lations, but the highest concentrations 
are off the beaten path. Lakes such as 
northwestern Ontario’s Richardson, 
Tupman, Wabakimi, Kenoji, Bow and 
Oliver are all proven producers. 

During my trip to Richardson, we 
caught and released dozens of blue- 
colored walleyes for every third yellow 
walleye we caught. Think blue when 
deciding on color— fishing a minnow- 
tipped blue jighead along emerging 
weed lines and boulders accounted 
for most of our action. During fren- 
zied mid-morning fishing, switching 
to Gulp Alive or a Slurpies Rock-R- 
Minnow saved having to constantly 
re-bait when boating more fish. 

Richardson Lake lived up to its billing, 
serving us fantastic action, and it was 
with a “blue" heart that I watched the 
Otter slip in over the trees for our pick- 
up back to civilization. This trip may be 
over, but I know it won’t be the last time 
I go in search of the blue walleye. 


BLUES CLUES 

Dr. Wayne Schafer of the University of 
Wisconsin has spent a great deal of time 
studying these rare fish near his cabin in 
northwestern Ontario. 

“I’ve encountered a lot of blue wall- 
eyes while fishing the area,” says Dr. 
Schafer. “When I began asking outfit- 
ters at sport shows if they had blue wall- 
eyes in their lakes— and whether I could 
go in and take a closer look at them— I 
found several, and have been tracking 
blue walleyes from the Lake Nipigon 


True Blues 

ARE CANADA’S BLUE WALLEYES PART OF LAKE ERIE’S LEGACY? 

In the early 1950s, "blue pike" swam the waters of Lake Erie in such large 
numbers that the annual commercial catch often exceeded 20 million pounds. 
By 1983, the blue pike was declared extinct. But is it? 

Some suggest that the blue walleyes that exist in small lakes in Canada are 
the same fish that once swam in Lake Erie, and not a simple variation of the 
common yellow walleye. Fisheries biologists hoped that the answer lay with 
an angler named Jim Anthony, who had kept a Lake Erie blue pike in his freez- 
er for more than 35 years. Unfortunately, DNA testing showed that Anthony’s 
fish was the offspring of a female blue pike and a male walleye, and not a dis- 
tinct species. The search for any remaining Lake Erie blue pike continues. 
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Keep your edibles cool 
on the way into and out 

of camp BY BRIAN LYNN 


Igloo Marine Elite Built for boats, Marine 
Elite boxes feature stainless-steel hinges 
and latches and vinyl lid straps. While the 
box lacks any tie-down points, the swing-up 
handles with rubber grips provide a sure 
in-hand feel. An anti-microbial liner keeps 
fish slime from settling into the cooler’s 
pores. A molded ruler on the lid allows for 
quick slot limit checks. It’s rated to hold 
ice for five to nine days, depending on the 
size. Available in 72-, 94-, 128- and 162-quart 
sizes. ($80-$340; westmahne.com) 

Cabela’s Ice Otter Loaded with polyure- 
thane foam, the Cabela’s Outfitters Series 
of coolers will keep ice for up to 10 days. 
Heavy-duty, lockable stainless-steel latches 
and a stainless-steel piano hinge, which 
runs nearly the entire length of the cooler, 
ensure ironclad security. Our favorite fea- 
ture is the drain system, which is actually 
a faucet. The spigot is threaded to accept 
a hose. Available in 56-. 132-, 192- and 432- 
quart sizes. ($250-$600; cabelas.com) 

Engel USA With 2 inches of insulation 
and an airtight seal, Engel’s certified “bear- 
resistant" boxes will hold ice for 8 to 10 
days. A full-length aluminum-rod hinge 
embedded in the insulation virtually guar- 
antees that it won’t break away from the 
chest. Non-skid rubber feet and tie-down 
points keep the chest from sliding around 
on a boat deck, while the corner locking 
holes accept padlocks. The 35-, 65- and 
80-quart models are available in white and 
hunter green; 123-, 146- and 320-quart sizes 
come in white. ($239- $800; engel-usa.com) 

Yeti Tundra Series Similar to Engel 
coolers, right down to the padlock ports, 
an integrated hinge system, a pitched 
floor with recessed drain plug and the 
bear-resistant certification, the Yeti Tundra 
differs in a few key areas. Larger securing 
slots accept ropes or ratchet straps. Unique 
rubber T-latches fit snugly into molded 
keeper slots. The chest is surrounded by 
2 inches of insulation, and an extra inch of 
foam is added to the lid. The 35-, 45-, 65-, 
85-, 105-, 120- and 155-quart sizes come in 
white or desert tan. The 250-quart is avail- 
able in white. ($240-$750; yeticoolers.com) 
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Get a group of volunteers together and clean up 
your favorite local stream this summer 

BY CAMILLE RANKIN 

caring for our nation's waterways is a great way to benefit your commu- 
nity and connect with your neighbors. Just identify a local stream that's 
in need of some TLC, organize a group of volunteers and put your plan 
into action. Outdoor Life's Project Save-a-Stream can help. 

HOW IT WORKS: Project Save-a-Stream provides information, cleanup mate- 
rials and nationwide visibility to groups and communities that are caring for 
local streams. Whether it’s an arterial river, a small creek or even an unnamed 
backyard tributary, we offer support in helping you to clean up trash, assess the 
stream's health and join your neighbors in building a more healthy community, 
from the water up. 

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED: Tell us about your proposed Save-a-Stream proj- 
ect— maybe it's a plan to rehabilitate a reach of public beach or to monitor stream 
flow in a blue-ribbon fishing river or to hold a community- wide stream cleanup 
day. Submit a written description of what you plan to do, along with digital pho- 
tographs or even video clips, to outdoorlife.com/saveastream. If your project is 
selected, we’ll provide cleanup kits that contain stream stewardship information, 
gloves, trash bags and other useful items. And we might pick your stream project 
to be w’ritten up in a follow-up feature in Outdoor Life . Go to outdoorlife.com/ 
saveastream for more information and tips. Deadline to enter is June 20, 2010. 




A lightweight, cost-effective alternative to 
a vest, our compact Kennebec Chest Pack 
conveniently holds all of your essentials, yet 
maintains a low profile. The unique front 
pocket, complete with tool retractors and a 
tippet dispenser, innovatively slides down to 
give you access to more storage. All backed 
by field-testing and our 100% satisfaction 
guarantee. 

L.L.Bean 



Shop Online • Request a Catalog • Find a Store 

800 - 783 - 0129 

llbean.com 


©2010 L.L.Bean, Inc. 
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Make Your Home Away From Home 

A Morton Building 

Whether you’re searching for a cabin to stay in during hunting season, 
a place to call home that’s near your favorite fishing hole or a storage 
building to house your gear, Morton Buildings can work with you to 
construct a building that fits your needs and embraces your desire to 
be outdoors. Morton buildings can be as simple or elaborate as you 
want and are virtually maintenance-free. 

From the planning stages to the day your building is completed, 

Morton will be with you every step of the way. With over 100 
construction centers, your local sales consultant will be close by, 
no matter where you go to get away. 

© 201 0 Morton Buildings, Inc. All rights reserved. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings com/I icenses.aspx. Reference Code 583 
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Call Today and Request Your 
Dream Building Idea Kit 

800 - 447-7436 

mortonbuildings.com 

® MORTON 

BUILDINGS' 
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Tip of the Month: When focus- 
ing a scope s reticle, use a gray 
sky for the backdrop and adjust 
until the crosshairs are sharp. 




INNOVATION 






A new take on 
prairie dog rifles 

BY JIM CARMICHEL 

THE GROUP WAS WELL UNDER a half- 

inch— .404 inches, to be exact, as 
measured between the centers 
of the two widest shots in the 
five-shot group I’d fired at 100 
yards. This is pretty good accura- 
cy, even though we’ve learned on 
the Internet that even halfway- 
decent rifles of any and all makes 
are expected to shoot one-hole 
groups “all day long.” But even 
if my group is deemed mediocre 
by such gilded standards, what 
might make it forgivable is the 
fact that the rifle’s barrel had been 
removed between each shot. 

So what’s the big deal?, you’re won- 
dering. Who wants to screw a barrel in 
and out between shots? And for what 
logical reason would I contrive to pull 
such a stunt in the first place? 

There actually was a good reason, 
but to better explain, let’s go back a 
year or so, when I started planning 
my all-time ultimate varmint rifle. 

The most difficult decision when 
buying a varmint rifle is deciding 
on the caliber. There are so many 
to choose from, every one offering 
uniquely beguiling features. So why 
not, I asked myself, build a varmint 
rifle that fires any cartridge of my 
choosing? Think how convenient it 
would be to have a rifle that fires, say, 
the sweet and petite .222 Remington 
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when you’re in a tranquil mood, then 
scorches the atmosphere with a .220 
Swift after you swap barrels. Sounds 
good, but there’s a catch: If such a rifle is 
to be practical, each barrel will have hit 
close to the same point of aim, with lit- 
tle or no change in the scope setting. 

A NEW TWIST 

There’s nothing new, of course, about 
rifles that can switch calibers. In my 
bookcase is a 1915 gun catalog listing 
a Winchester Model ’94 that could be 
either a .30/30 or .25/35 by swapping bar- 
rels. The way it worked was pretty sim- 
ple: With the magazine tube slipped out 
of the receiver, a quarter turn of the bar- 
rel released the works from the action. 

With a bolt rifle, the idea of a switch- 
caliber gun goes sour when a scope 
is mounted on the receiver. That’s 
because barrels tend to be indepen- 
dent-minded about which way they 
want to toss bullets. If you have, say, 
a scoped bolt action .30/06-. 375 H&H 
combo sighted in for the ’06 barrel, the 



.375 barrel is more likely than not going 
to hit wide of your aim. Some switch- 
caliber rifles currently dodge the prob- 
lem by mounting scopes on the barrel. 
This means you get to buy a scope for 
every barrel, a notion enthusiastically 
endorsed by optics makers. 

But neither concept suited the rifle 
I wanted to build. Instead, I opted for 
a trick I’d picked up while hanging out 
with benchrest shooters. An uncon- 
ventional habit of this peculiar tribe 
is the propensity for swappingbarrels 
as readily, and with as little apparent 
provocation, as Liz Taylor swaps hus- 
bands. What makes these relatively 
quick barrel changes possible are sim- 
ple little hand wrenches that fit inside 
the receiver. With the barrel firmly held 
in a portable vise that’s clamped onto a 
shooting bench, picnic table or even a 
truck’s trailer hitch, the action is twist- 
ed off the barrel with stock and scope 
still attached. Switching from one bar- 
rel to another this way takes only a few 
minutes. (See illustrations, opposite.) 

What makes these speedy barrel 
changes all the more remarkable is 
that the newly fitted barrels almost 
invariably hit the target within a few 
inches of their predecessors. It was 
this observation, in fact, that gave me 
the notion that a switch-caliber var- 
mint rifle might very well be possible. 
Why wouldn’t barrels in other calibers 
similarly hold true to point of aim, pro- 
vided they were pre-fitted to a specific 
rifle? Would accuracy be compromised 

The Stolle action's left side loading port , 
left-hand bolt and right-side eject make 
rapid, well-aimed fire possible. 


by repeatedly removing and re-install- 
ing such barrels? Ah, there’s the nib: If 
accuracy decayed, my project would be 
pointless, hence the point of my tests 
at the beginning of the article. 

THE SUM OF THE PARTS 

Lock, stock and barrel, the accuracy 
of a rifle is the sum of its parts. Put 
good parts together and you get good 
accuracy, provided they are assembled 
the way they should be. There are no 
shortcuts, especially when it comes 
to actions, the platform from which 
a rifle’s accuracy flows. A couple of 
my most accurate varmint rifles were 
built on solid-bottomed Stolle actions, 
which are among the most successful 
and widely used actions in benchrest 
competition, and I planned to use one 
for my ultimate varminter. 

Another reason I chose the Stolle 
action is because it can be ordered with 
both the loading port and bolt handle 
on the left side of the receiver and the 
ejection port on the right. This sounds 
like an awkward configuration for a 
right-handed shooter— until you try 
it. It is actually faster for getting off 
well-aimed shots at the bench or prai- 
rie dog patch. 

Why the need for speed? Isn’t var- 
mint shooting, by its very nature, a con- 
templative sport, a solitary launching 
of bullets across uncountable yards of 
green meadows or dusty prairies? To be 
honest, it has been my lamentable luck 
to have fallen in with a bunch of sharks 
who glory in their talent for finding 
the very prairie dog I’m aiming at and 
reducing it to vapors just as my finger 
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is tickling the trigger. Why they do this 
is incomprehensible, and my repaying 
them in kind is, of course, unthinkable, 
so the only gentlemanly defense is to 
speedily pick off my allotted targets 
before the pirates encroach. 

Stolle actions can be ordered with 
additional bolts with face sizes to fit 
various cartridge case rims. By order- 
ing two bolts— one in the basic .222 
Rem. face size and another in the stan- 
dard ’06 size— a single rifle is adaptable 
to well over a dozen popular calibers, 
plus scores of wildcats. 

Another major factor would be the 
quality of the barrels and the preci- 
sion with which they are threaded, fit 
and chambered. This is the challenge 
I offered to Wade Hull, the youngish 
owner of Shilen Barrels, a legendary 
name in the accuracy game. Though 
Shilen is known mainly as a maker ofbar- 
rels for the worldwide trade, it will also 
fit-and-finish its barrels to a customer’s 
rifle. So off to Shilen went my action and 
two bolts, with an order for fitted barrels 
in .22/250 Rem. and .204 Ruger. 

Being an old-fashioned guy, I have a 
fondness for wood, and one of my favor- 
ite stock styles is the Fajen Varminter 
design of many years past. Among the 



reasons I like it so well is the way the 
extra-high rollover comb comfortably 
aligns my eye with a high mounted scope. 
I’m also in favor of the way the wide 
forend snuggles into sandbags or other 
rests and the way the gracefully curved, 
hand -filling grip aids one-hand control 
of the rifle. Fred Wenig, a longtime asso- 
ciate of Fajen, now owns his own stock 
company and continues his version of the 
original Varminter stock in a variety of 
colorful laminated hardwoods, of which 
my choice was black and silver. 

My first trip to the bench with the 
finished rifle was one of those make-or- 
break moments. The pretty little group 
fired with the .22/250 barrel removed 
between shots was encouraging, but the 
real test would come when I replaced 
it with the .204 Ruger. If it hit within 
3 inches of that first group, I figured I’d 
have a winner, because a dozen or so 
clicks of the Leupold scope’s quarter- 
minute adjustments would bring it on 
target, with no need to re-zero. 

PROOF OF CONCEPT 

Even in my most optimistic imaginings, I 
could scarcely believe the little .20-cali- 
ber hole that appeared barely more than 
an inch above and a quarter-inch to the 
left of the group made by the first bar- 
rel! Not only could this scant difference 
of impact be corrected by a half-dozen 
clicks of the scope, but for practical use, 
the zero with both barrels was virtually 
the same, either barrel hitting a target 
the size of a prairie dog with no scope 
readjustment whatever. 

Despite this first-time success, I still 
consider the project a work in progress. 
Will additional barrels in even more cal- 
ibers deliver such nearly overlapping 
groups? Already the guys at Shilen are 
fitting a fast- twist .22/250 barrel for far- 
reaching shots with heavy bullets, and a 
.223 barrel will follow. The bottom line, 
however, is whether it will work as well 
for everyone. With precision barrel fit- 
ting, I’m pretty certain it will. Perhaps 
one of these days, the one-hole groups 
we’re told about on the Internet won’t 
be just boastful fantasy. 

By ordering two bolts with different face 
sizes, Carmichel made his rifle compatible 
with dozens of varmint cartridges. 


Switching 
Made Easy 

The traditional action wrenches 
used to remove barrels encompass 
the receiver and require that the 
stock, scope and rings be removed. 
Not so with these handy wrenches, 
used by benchrest shooters. 



Action Wrench 

The head of the wrench snugs 
into the cutouts for the bolt lugs in 
the front of the receiver. Because 
of the precision with which the 
barrel is fitted to the action, there 
is no need for the barrel to be 
torqued down ultra-tight. 



Barrel Vise 

To keep the barrel secure while 
the action wrench is used, you 
can clamp it into a portable vise 
that readily attaches to a picnic 
table, shooting bench or even the 
trailer hitch of a truck or SUV, as 
pictured here. With one hand on 
the stock and the other apply- 
ing force on the wrench, you 
can swap barrels in a matter of 
minutes to change calibers while 
prairie dog shooting. 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


MAY 2010 II 3 9 




A TREASURE REAPPEARS 




■ 




A rifle with 100 years of African hunting history by joe coogan 

it isn’t every day you encounter a rifle that is famous three times over. That this .275 Rigby 
originally belonged to the legendary ivory hunter “Karamojo” Bell is enough to secure its 
status as a historically significant firearm. But throw in the fact that it was subsequently pur- 
chased by one the 20th century’s preeminent outdoors writers and then owned by perhaps 
Africa’s most famous Professional Hunter, and you have a unique firearm indeed. 




Legendary 
ivory hunter 
“Karamojo” 
Bell favored 
light-cali- 
ber rifles for 
shooting ele- 
phants and 
had this .275 
Rigby made 
for that pur- 
pose. The 
scope is not 
originaL The 
rifle will be 
featured in 
an episode 
of Benelli On 
Assignment to 
be aired this 
fall (benelli 
tv.com). 



The rifle’s story begins 
with the Scots adventurer 
Walter Dalrymple Maitland 
(W.D.M.) Bell, who first 
arrived in Africa shortly 
before the turn of the 20th 
century, when he was not yet 
20 years old. Bell embraced 
the use of light-caliber rifles 
like the .256 Mannlicher and 
.275 Rigby— which is iden- 
tical to the 7x57 Mauser, 
incidentally— for hunting 
Africa's largest game, firmly 



believing the size of the bul- 
let made less difference to the kill than 


Harry Selby was reunited with Bell's Rigby when the 
gun's new owner, Mike Evans, took it to Africa in 2009. 


nameplates engraved with “Mark R. 


did the placement of the shot, as long as Selby from Uncle Bob Ruark” inlaid 


there was sufficient penetration. 


on the buttstocks of each, and pre- 


Among his many rifles, Bell consid- sented the famous rifles to Harry Selby 


ered the .275 Rigby/Mauser a favorite, 
for it was with this rifle and caliber com- 
bination that he reputedly shot many of 


for safe-keeping until Mark was old 
enough to handle them. 

Bell owned several Rigby .275s, and 


the more than 1,000 elephants he took this one was a takedown model, dis- 
during 30 years of hunting in Africa. 


RUARK’S DISCOVERY 


tinctive for the elongated hole cut 
through the buttstock, the purpose for 
which remains unclear. This particu- 
It was during Robert Ruark’s first safari lar feature is unknown on any other 

with Harry Selby, in 1951, that he heard Rigby and is not mentioned in any of 

tales of Bell’s extraordinary big-game the Rigby catalogs. The rifle wore only 

iron sights, so Harry had the Treble 
brothers— noted Nairobi gunsmiths of 
visit to the famous Westley Richards the day— era ft high, see-through scope 

gun shop. There he discovered two of mounts and fit a “Lyman Alaskan” 2.5X 


achievements. A few years later, Ruark 
happened to be in London and paid a 


scope to the Rigby. 

Ruark used the rifle on several safaris 
in its new configuration, including one 


Bell’s firearms offered for sale by Bell’s 
estate, following his death in 1953. 

Ruark bought both rifles— a double 
Jeffery .450/400 N.E. and a .275 Rigby. safari in which he and Harry journeyed 

He earmarked both rifles for his god- north to Bell’s old stomping grounds 
son, Mark Selby, by having small silver in Karamojo. The gun’s already rich 


Writer Robert Ruark, author of Horn of 
the Hunter, purchased Bells Rigby in 
the 1950s and had it engraved for his 
godson, Mark Selby. 
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Andy Armstrong (gun). Courtesy Joe Coogan (Selby) 
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WHAT'S ON 


history was further enhanced by the 
hunting the Selby family did with it. 

In the 1970s, the .275 Rigby changed 
hands again, and for nearly 30 years 
remained in a U.S. gun collector’s pos- 
session without being fired. Last year, 
the little Rigby resurfaced, and was 
offered for sale. When big-game hunter 
Mike Evans heard of the offer, he imme- 
diately contacted the seller and sealed 
a deal to buy the rifle. Part of Evans’ 
desire to own Bell’s Rigby, besides pro- 
tecting the incredible historical value 



Top gun-rights issues 

BY JOHN HAUGHEY 

* Ruling in June The Supreme 
Court is scheduled to hand down its 
ruling on McDonald v. City of Chicago 
in June. The decision could deter- 
mine the extent to which local gov- 
ernments can limit the Bill of Rights, 
including the Second Amendment. 

Pro-gun observers are cautiously 
optimistic that the court will affirm 
the Second Amendment as an incor- 
porated right, meaning that local 
and state laws cannot supersede the 
right to bear arms. 

During the oral arguments, there 
was one alarming note: In asking 
whether the Second Amendment 
applies to states, Justice Stephen 
Breyer “discussed the role of leg- 
islators making policy decisions 
about firearm regulations. He said 
that the choice for these legislators 
is between ‘guns and life,’" said 
Larry Keane, NSSF senior VP and 
general counsel. 

“I found this comment shocking,” 
Keane added, "as it implies that 


of the gun, was to take it to Africa and 
hunt with it— and to meet Harry and 
Mark Selby and show them the gun. 

That happened in August 2009, 
when Evans traveled to Africa for a 
traditional-style safari conducted in 
Botswana’s Okavango and Kalahari 
areas. After his hunt, Evans met with 
Harry Selby and was honored to have 
Harry again hold Bell’s .275 Rigby— a 
rifle he knew so well and whose amaz- 
ing history and accomplishments only 
continue to grow. 


guns equal death, completely dis- 
regarding the fact that firearms are 
used three to five times more often 
in self-defense [thereby saving lives] 
than in the commission of a crime.” 

* White House Silent When the 
Supreme Court heard the historic 
constitutional gun rights case in 
McDonald v. City of Chicago, the 
White House offered no opinion on 
the matter, continuing a pattern that 
has become President Obamas M.O. 

Given Obamas record as a legisla- 
tor of denying gun rights, his silence 
on gun control since becoming pres- 
ident has been a surprising reversal 
for zealous gun-grabbers. 

“We expected a very different pic- 
ture at this stage,” said Paul Helmke, 
president of the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence, which issued 
a report card with failing grades for 
the administration in all seven of the 
groups major indicators. 

* Indiana’s Senate Seat Democratic 
Senator Evan Bayh of Indiana 

is leaving office. Gun Owners of 
America rated his voting record an 
“F” the NRA gave it a "D-.” 

Three of four potential replace- 
ments for Bayh, including two 
Democratic congressmen, have solid 
pro-gun-rights voting records. The 
fourth, former Senator Dan Coats, 
a Republican, had a horrible vot- 
ing record on Second Amendment 
issues when he was in office. 
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Better Wood The hefty price 
tag buys you upgraded wood 
that has some nice figure and 
a high-gloss finish. 



Familiar Action The operation and 
feel of the 1894 is the same as always, 
with the characteristic (and intention- 
al) play in the rifle’s action. 


GUN TEST 



legendary lever gun returns by john b. snow 

when the u.s. repeating arms co. (usrac) turned the power off in its New 
Haven, Connecticut, facility in 2006, a shockwave cascaded through the 
shooting world: For the first time in living memory, neither the Model ’70 
nor the Model ’94 were being produced, and after 140 years of continuous 
operation, Winchester's New Haven plant was silent. As momentous as the 
news felt, the blow was cushioned to a degree by two bits of knowledge. 



Special Features 
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< Laser 
Engraving 

Both sides of 
the High Grade 
1894’s receiver are 
extensively deco- 
rated with laser- 
engraved scroll 
patterns. 


Signed 

Work> 

Founder Oliver 
Winchester s sig- 
nature appears in 
gold on the top of 
the bolt. The 1894 
is available initial- 
ly in .30-30 Win., 
but other calibers 
are planned. 


S' 


One, USRAC's long-standing finan- 
cial difficulties and issues with 
quality control were no secret, so 
the announcement didn't come as a 
surprise. And more important, talks 
were already underway to chart a 
course to resurrect the two iconic 
firearms. 

The Model '70 returned first, and 
today it is built in Columbia, South 
Carolina, in a plant that had been mak- 
ing sniper rifles for the military and 
law enforcement based on the Model 
'70 action. Tooling up for the civilian 
market was a relative snap, and after 
harely a year's hiatus, new— and much 
improved— Model ’70s were on the way 
to gun store shelves. 

The fate of the M94 was less cer- 
tain. While there was no question that 
shooters would continue to flock to the 
Model ’70 like swallows returning to 
the Old Mission in San Juan Capistrano, 
how much enthusiasm remained for 
the M94? Despite the millions of '94s 
that had been produced, and its endur- 
ing image as the quintessential North 
Woods deer rifle, the final '94s to roll 
off the New Haven assembly line were 
hardly the stuff of legend. Would it be 
possible for a new '94 to regain some 
of its hereditary mystique? 

EXCLUSIVE NUMBERS 

Rather than bet the company's whole 
stack of poker chips that the '94 would 
recapture its mass appeal, Winchester 
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In Tribute Because 
2010 is the 200th anni- 
versary of the birth 
of Oliver Winchester, 
this years ’94s are 
engraved with his 
image on the receiver 
and his signature on 
the bolt, inlaid in gold 
lettering. 


Overall Rating: 

GOO 

Report Card 

PERFORMANCE: B + 
DESIGN: B + 

PRICE/VALUE: B 


Verdict: The “new ' 1894 
won’t appease all the 
traditionalists, but it is 
good to see the icon back 
in production and being 
made with care. 


placed a smaller wager and is produc- 
ing the new ’94s in limited quantities. 

The rifle returns to us in two ver- 
sions— the High Grade, which I eval- 
uated, and an even fancier Custom 
Grade that has better wood and more 
ornate engraving. Both versions com- 
memorate the 200th anniversary of 
Oliver Winchester’s birth in 1810 and 
are adorned with his signature inlaid 
in gold on the top of the bolt and with 
his portrait on the right-hand side of 
the receiver. His eyes are turned down- 
range, and judging by the look on his 
face, he doesn’t seem to think much of 
the shooter’s marksmanship. 

The laser- engraved pattern includes 
some scroll ornamentation and a rib- 
bon that serves as a banner, with “1810- 
2010 Two Hundred Years Oliver F. 
Winchester” emblazoned on it. On the 
receiver’s other side is an ornate oval 
with the letters WRA, for Winchester 
Repeating Arms. 

TRADITIONAL LOOKS 

The rifle has retained some tradi- 
tional touches of the "94s of yore, but 
“traditional” is a tricky word to use 
when describing the 1894 because 
of the astounding number of modifi- 
cations and tweaks the rifle has had 
over the years, some of which added 
to its mystique while others made the 
Winchester faithful howl. 

The crescent-shaped metal buttplate 
is one of those nostalgic touches, and 


like the rest of the rifle’s metalwork, 
shows evidence of care ful polishing and 
even bluing, though the stock would 
benefit from a touch more drop in its 
comb to help the butt find the pocket 
of the shoulder more naturally. 

The half octagonal, half round bar- 
rel also adds to the rifle’s good looks, as 
does the wraparound checkering on the 
forend and on either side of the grip. 

The receiver is not tapped and 
drilled for telescopic sights. You aim 
this rifle the old-fashioned way, by 
nestling the gold bead at the muzzle 
into the notch at the base of the semi- 
buckhorn rear sight. 

The action has a feel and function 
that will be instantly familiar to any- 
one who has shouldered a ’94, and at 
the range it cycled smoothly and was 
able to keep its bullets on target with 
ease. Its trigger broke cleanly at a hair 
above 4 pounds. Though not meant to 
carry a scope, the action retains the 
“angle eject” of the later ’94s. 

Happily, the rifle still has the tang- 
mounted safety that Winchester intro- 
duced late in the M94’s life, after the 
chorus of despair from the shooting- 
public caused the company to reject the 
despised cross-bolt safety that appeared 
like a wart on the ’94 in 1992. 

For now, the 1894 is offered only in 
.30-30, but Winchester is certain to add 
other calibers down the line. 

The rifle is manufactured in Miroku, 
Japan, by the same folks who for many 


years have been producing other vin- 
tage John Browning designs for 
Winchester, such as the 1885, 1886, 
1892 (a kissing cousin of the ’94) and 
“Big Medicine” 1895. 

As much as I like this rifle, and as 
glad as I am to see it being produced 
by capable craftsmen, what I’m really 
eager to see are the future versions of 
the 1894. Company insiders have told 
me that a plainer Grade I model is in 
the works. I can picture that rifle in my 
mind’s eye, balanced in one hand as I 
walk through the November woods on 
my family’s farm in northern Michigan 
in search of a good stump overlooking 
a deer trail. It’s a reunion sure to glad- 
den any hunter’s heart. 


By the Numbers 

Name 

Winchester 1894 H 

Caliber 

— ^ ^ k a m m • m . m M « i 

.30-30 Win. H 

Capacity 


Weight 

7 lb. 8 oz. ■ 

♦ v < 

Finish 

Blue ■ 

Stock 

Walnut H 

• ••f •• •••* • MB ftt j 

Barrel Length 


Rate of Twist 

1 in 10 in. 

Overall Length 

42 in. ■ 


Trigger Pull 
Price 


4 lb. 1 oz. 




Contact 



winchester 

guns.com 
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SHOOTING SPORTS 




How to be a civilized shotgunner by chris Christian 


TRAP, SKEET AND SPORTING CLAYS aTC the mOSt 

popular clay target games. And while the 
games differ, there are three rules that are 
common to all. The first, and most impor- 
tant, is to have a visibly unloaded gun. It 
should be evident to everyone on the squad 
that a shooter's gun is unloaded until that 
person is on his or her assigned station and 
ready to call for a bird. Pumps and semi- 
autos need to have the bolt locked open, 
while O/Us and side-by-sides must have 
their actions broken. 

These basic rules apply to all three games, but 
each has its own procedural etiquette. Here's 
how to avoid being the “skunk at the picnic.” 




Trap 

This is a fast-paced game, and shoot- 
ers want to fall into a quick squad 
rhythm. A shooter who is sluggish 
and constantly questioning scoring 
calls will not be popular with his fel- 
low squad mates. 

When you step onto your station, 
watch the shooter two positions 
before you. It is proper etiquette 
to load your gun when he calls for 
his bird. Mount your gun when the 
shooter just before you calls for his 
bird, and be ready to call for your 
target after he fires. 

When moving between stations 
after your five rounds are fired, do 
not stop to pick up shells unless the 
other shooters are doing so. Keep 
the squad moving. 

Also, it is common courtesy to 
keep still while you are not shoot- 
ing and to keep your voice down. 



Skeet 

A round of skeet requires 25 shells, 
but carry more than 25 shells with 
you. If you break a doubles presenta- 
tion with a single round, you'll need 
to shoot it over, and few things will irk 
squad mates like a shooter running out 
of shells and having to go get more. 

Don’t crowd the shooter on his 
turn at the station. The only person 
who should be within 10 feet of him 
is the puller. 

When it’s your turn to shoot, it 
is generally accepted that the pull- 
er will release the target at the first 
sound from you. If you’re not ready 
to shoot, don’t talk! 

When shooting a single presen- 
tation, load only one shell. Loading 
two can be disconcerting to the other 
shooters and creates the possibility 
of an accidental discharge. Load two 
shells only on doubles. 



Sporting Clays 

The first shooter at each new sta- 
tion has the right to call for the tar- 
gets— a “see”— without shooting at 
them. If that shooter is forgetful, 
remind him to ask for a see, because 
it lets the entire squad see the tar- 
gets. There’s nothing wrong with get- 
ting right behind the shooter for the 
“see,” but after that first look, don’t 
crowd the shooter in the cage. If a 
second look is needed, do it well back 
so as not to interfere with another 
shooter’s shots. 

If you need to adjust your pattern, 
change chokes before you enter 
the cage. Have enough shells with 
you to account for birds broken by 
pieces of a hit target on doubles that 
you’ll have to reshoot. You paid your 
money to shoot, but so did everyone 
else. Keep things moving and you’ll 
be a valued squad mate. 
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If you hove high cholesterol, high blood pressure, or diabetes, you may a bo have very high triglycerides, 
which is a serious medical condition. LOVAZA, along with diet, has been clinically proven to effectively lower 
very high triglycerides* but it hasn't been shown to prevent heart attacks or strokes. LOVAZA is the only 
FDA-approved medication made from omega-3 fish oil. It's purified. It's concentrated. And you con't get it 
at a health food store. Ask your doctor about LOVAZA— the prescription that starts in the sea. 

* Individual results may vary. 

Important Safety Information for LOVAZA 

LOVAZA, along with diet, helps to lower very high triglycerides (&500 mg/dL) in adult patients. 

Tell your doctor if you are allergic to fish or shellfish as LOVAZA may not be right for you. Talk to your 
doctor about any medical conditions you have and any medications you are taking, especially those that 
may increase your risk of bleeding. In some patients, LDL-cholesterol levels may increase. Your healthcare 
provider should do blood tests before and during treatment with LOVAZA to check your cholesterol and 
triglyceride levels. If you have liver disease, you may require additional monitoring. 

Possible side effects include burping, infection, flu-like symptoms, upset stomach and change in 
sense of taste. 

How supplied: 1-gram capsule 

Pleose see important Patient Information on the next page. 

You ore encouroged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FOA. Visit wvfflr.fdo.gov/medvrotch, 
or coll 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Ask your doctor if LOVAZA is right (or you 

Visit LOVAZA.com or call 1-877-IOVAZA1 



LOVAZA is n registered trademark 
of GlnxoSmi Hi Kline. 
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©2009 The GlaxoSmithKline Group of Companies 

All rights reserved. Printed in USA LVZ588R0 December 2009 
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PATIENT INFORMATION 
LOVAZA (fc-vl -zk) 
(omega- 3-acid ethyl 
esters) Capsules 


LOVAZA 

Einigilicii I’M esters 


Read the Patient Information that comes with LOVAZA before 
you start taking it, and each time you get a refill. There may be 
new information, This leaflet does not take the place of talking 
with your doctor about your condition or treatment. 


What is LOVAZA? 

LOVAZA is a prescription medicine, called a lipid- 
regulating medicine, for adults. LOVAZA is made of 
omega-3 fatty acids from oils of fish, such as salmon 
and mackerel. Omega-3 fatty acids are substances 
that your body needs but cannot produce itself. 

LOVAZA is used along with a low-fat and 
low-cholesterol diet to lower very high triglycerides 
(fats) in your blood. Before taking LOVAZA, talk to your 
healthcare provider about how you can lower high 
blood fats by: 

• losing 'weight, if you are overweight 

• increasing physical exercise 

T reatment with LOVAZA has not been shown to 
prevent heart attacks or strokes. 


LOVAZA has not been studied in children under the 
age of 1 8 years. 


What should I tell my doctor before taking 
LOVAZA? 


Tell your doctor about all of your medical conditions 
and all the medicines you take, including prescription 
and non-prescription medicine, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. LOVAZA and certain other medicines 
can interact causing serious side effects. 

Especially tell your doctor if you take medicines: 

• To reduce dotting- known as anticoagulants or 
blood thinners. These include aspirin, warfarin, 
coumarin and clopidogrel (PLAV1X E ). 

Tell your doctor if you are allergic to fish and/or shellfish. 
LOVAZA may not be right for you. 

Who should NOT take LOVAZA? 

Do not take LOVAZA if you: 

• are allergic to LOVAZA or any of its ingredients. 

What are the possible side effects of LOVAZA? 

The most common side effects with LOVAZA are 
burping, infection, flu symptoms, upset stomach and 
change in sense of taste. 

LOVAZA may affect certain blood tests. 

It may change: 

• One of the tests to check liver function (ALT) 

• One of the tests to measure cholesterol levels (LDL-C) 
Talk to your doctor if you have side effects that bother 
you or that will not go away. 

These are not all the side effects with LOVAZA. 

Ask your doctor or pharmacist for a complete list. 

LOVAZA is a registered trademark of the 
GlaxoSmithKline group of companies. 

PLAVIX is a registered trademark of Sanofi-Synthelabo. 

Manufactured for GlaxoSmithKline by: 

Catalent Pharma Solutions, St. Petersburg, FL 
Accucaps Industries Limited, Windsor, Ontario, Canada 
Banner Pharmaceuticals Inc., High Point, NC 


Distributed by: 



GlaxoSmithKline 

GlaxoSmithKline 

Research Iriangle Park, NC 27709 


©2009 GlaxoSmithKline. All rights reserved. 
December 2009 



Q # What is the proper amount of torque that 
•should be applied to the screws of scope 
mounts and rings? —Logan Sorensen, Moscow, I 


action and stock together / 

can take much more 

torque. With a wood 

stock, I generally use jHv 

45 inch-pounds of 

torque; synthetic 

stocks or stocks 

with pillar bedding 

get up to 65 inch-pounds of torque. 

(Be sure to tighten the front screw 
first with the barrel pointed skyward, 
so the recoil lug seats properly.) 

When tightening fasteners, use a 
smooth motion and try to keep the 
wrench head aligned with the screw 
Torque wrenches with dial indica- 
tors like the TSQ-75 from Seekonk 
Mfg. pictured here are very accurate 
and will last forever with the proper 
care. ($154; seekonk.com) 

—John B. Snow, Shooting Editor 


A * There is no one-size-fits-all 
• value for the amount of inch- 
pounds to apply to the screws in 
your scope rings and mounts. The 
reason is that the material (steel vs. 
aluminum), screw diameter, thread 
pitch and, the biggest X-factor of all, 
coefficient of friction all come into 
play when determining the amount 
of torque a given fastener can take. 
That said, there are some general 
rules that have served me well over 
the years when assembling rifles. 

Scope rings don’t need much 
torque and can be pretty fragile, 
so I generally use about 12-15 inch- 
pounds of torque to hold them togeth- 
er. If using rings with two (or more) 
screws to a side, be sure to snug 
them down in gradual increments, 
the way you would tighten the lug 
nuts on a car tire. Scope mounts with 
shallow engagement get about the 
same amount of torque, though if the 
fasteners are wider or extend more 
deeply into the action, Til use up to 20 
inch-pounds of torque. 

The guard screws that hold the 


Win free gear! For 

submitting the question 
of the month, Logan 
Sorensen will receive 
Hoppe’s BoreSnake 
Viper. For your chance 
to win free gear, submit 
your question to 
outdoorlife.com/ask 



HISTORY 


How RCBS 
Got Its Name 

When Fred Huntington started his busi- 
ness out of his home at the end of World 
War II, his one product didn’t even have a 


name— but what a clever product it was. His 
bullet swaging press could take the spent 
brass from a .22 rimfire and stretch it to form 
the jacket of a bullet. His press and dies could 
then shape a lead core to fit in that jacket and 
compress them together to form a dandy little 
varmint bullet. 

In honor of the rock chucks these bullets 
were often shot at, the product became the 
Rock Chuck Bullet Swage and the company he 
founded was officially named RCBS in 1949. 


Huntington's swaging press 
launched the company that 
became known as RCBS. 
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Eddie Berman (torque wrench), RCBS/Kent Sakamoto (swaging press) 






Tip of 
the Month 

Follow this checklist before 
hitting the bow range: 

L Rewax the string. 

2. Lubricate the axles, 
bushings and bearings. 

3. Refletch worn vanes. 




FIELD-TESTED 




Quality across the board 
defines this year’s crop 
of compound bows 

BY TODD A. KUHN 


WHEN WE LOOK BACK AT 2010 ill 

the annals of archcry histo- 


ry, the year ought to have an 
asterisk by it with a footnote. 
In my opinion, 2010 will for- 
ever be known as the year 
compound bow design took 
a quantum leap forward. 

It's incredible how much 
the category has improved in 
a year. The batch of newbies 
that we tested in February 
was loaded with innovation 
and technological advance- 
ments..^ major step forward 
from the line-up we saw in 
2009 (and those bows were 
pretty good). 

Tn recent years, top speeds 
have hit a plateau, as mechanical 
efficiencies have peaked. However, 
this year the average speed of the test 
bows was an astounding 324 fps, up 
from 318 fps last year. While speed was 
up, the average bow weight was down, 
to 4.16 pounds from 4.23 in 2009. 

After pounding the indoor range 
with hundreds of arrows, collect- 
ing literally tens of thousands of data 
points via state-of-the-art technology 
and thoroughly poking and prodding 
each bow, here’s what we found. 
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Rating Key ©OO© = Excellent ©GO = Very Good ©© = Good © = 



Overall Rating: © © © V 2 
Weight: 4.4 lb.; Speed: 325 fps 
Hits: The Reverse Assist cable guard reduces fric- 
tion during the draw cycle (see sidebar, page 54), 
and the limb pockets are the cleanest in the industry. 
Now in their second year, the SE4 Composite Limbs 
are lightweight and proven to be very durable. A 
plethora of accessories includes a Dead End String 
Stop, Harmonic Stabilizer, Monkey Tail silencers, 

Slim Fit grip and string suppressors. 

Misses: The most common complaint about 
otherwise outstanding bows is the grip, and that’s 
the case with the big and bulky “Slim Fit" grip. 
Bottom Line: The Z7 deftly combines top-fuel feroc- 
ity with buttery smoothness. ($899; mathewsinc.com) 



















PSE X-Force Axe 6 

Overall Rating: © © O V 2 


Weight: 4.05 lb.; Speed: 343 fps , 

Hits: The Axe 6 shares DNA with its predeces- 
sors built on the X-Force chassis. The highly 
adjustable Axe Inner Cam offers 6 inches of 
draw-length adjustment without a module 
change. Soft, almost malleable side grip plates 
are an ergonomic treat. Add the best balance of 
the test group, and you have as fine a precision 
shooting instrument as you’ll find. 

Misses: The late-1980s-era cable guard and slide 
are in desperate need of a makeover. 

Bottom Line: The Axe 6 delivers more speed, 
smoothness and shootability than bows that cost 
$200 more. ($749; pse-archery.com) 
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In-Depth Scores: For complete report cards for all bows, as 
well as weights, speeds and prices at a glance, turn to page 54. 


HOW WE TEST 



An inside look at what makes the 
Outdoor Life Bow Test the toughest, 
most scientific and most exhaustive 
test in the archery industry 

Around the time of the annual Archery Trade Association 
show, when the years new archery products are unveiled, 
we extend an invitation to every hunting compound bow 
manufacturer to submit a bow for the test that is both 
new and innovative. Once the bows are received, they are 
weighed on a certified scale and the weights are recorded. 
BowTech Octane Hostage Pro arrow rests are installed, as 
are nock loops. After the initial inspection and preparation, 
the bows are ready to be evaluated. 

Each bow is tested at 30-inch draw lengths and 
70-pound draw weights, to meet International Bowhunting 
Organization standards. To eliminate any human interac- 
tion during our objective testing (for speed, vibration and 
noise), bows are shot from a Spot-Hogg Hooter Shooter 
mechanical shooting fixture with a Carter Insatiable 
release. The release is triggered using a shutter-style cable 
to eliminate human error. 

Vernier 25-g accelerometers mounted on a plate are 
installed via the riser sight mounting holes for bow-to-bow 
consistency. Once a bow is shot, the vibration data— mea- 
sured along both vertical and horizontal axes— is down- 
loaded to a vibration analysis computer program. Vibration 
data is then crunched and an average vibration “score" is 
displayed in meters per second squared (m/s 2 ). The lower 
that number, the less total vibration caused by the bow. 

Each bow is scored from 60 to 100 in 10 categories, four 

Testers score each bow in six subjective categories. Those scores 
are combined with empirical data to derive the overall scores. 



Accelerometers attached to the bows measure vibration. When 
a bow is shot, the data is displayed in a computer program. 


based on empirical data and six based on the opinions of 
the expert testers. 

Objective criteria include: “Mass Weight," measured 
with a calibrated scale; “Speed,” measured using a Pro 
Chrono chronograph and a 350-grain arrow; “Peak Noise," 
measured using a calibrated Vernier Sound Level Meter; 
and “Vibration," measured by Vernier 25-g accelerometers. 

Subjective criteria include: “Fit-and-Finish” (overall 
quality of construction); “Ergonomics” (overall balance and 
grip); “Solidness of Back Wall/Let-Off” (comfort at full-draw 
and back wall "crispness”); “Draw Cycle” (relative ease and 
smoothness of drawing the bow); “Overall Shootability” (per- 
ceived performance of the bow during draw and shot); and 
“Price/Value" (how much bang you get for your buck). 

In addition to the Editor’s Choice and Great Buy awards, 
which are given to the bows with the highest Overall and 
Price/Value scores, respectively, we are introducing a third 
award with the 2010 Bow Test. The Innovator Award, 
bestowed upon the Hoyt Carbon Matrix in this test, will be 
given to products in future gear tests featuring innovations 
considered by test teams to be revolutionary within their 
category— real game-changers. You won’t see an Innovator 
Award in every gear test going forward, but when you do, 
you’ll know that the product that earned it has raised the 
bar within its industry and deserves special recognition. 
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Mission Maniac 

Overall Rating: Q Q © 

Weight: 4.15 lb.; Speed: 292 fps 
Hits: The Maniac is outfitted with 
parallel limbs, a fully machined riser, 
string silencers, string suppressors 
and a Zebra Hybrid string. It’s com- 
pact at 31 inches axle-to-axle, and has 
a wide 7 l /4-inch brace height. 

It’s a versatile bow, well suited for 
a range of archers, from beginner 
to intermediate. The draw length is 
adjustable from 22 to 30 inches, draw 
weights range from 20 to 70 pounds, 
and the let-off is adjustable up to 77 
percent. The Maniac was the quietest 
bow in the field, and its draw cycle is 
smooth and predictable, ideal charac- 
teristics for a beginner's bow. 

Misses: Heavy for smaller archers. 
Bottom Line: A good choice for 
growing hunters seeking high-end 
features in an econo-compound. 
($449; missionarchery.com) 
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Parker Inferno 


Overall Ra ting: QQ l A j 

Weight: 3.75 lb.; Speed: 320 fps 
Hits: An all-CNC-machined riser 
anchors the feathery 3.75-pound 
design (lightest in the test). At a short 
30 3 /e inches, and given its weight, the 
Parker will be ideal for bowhunters 
who routinely spot-and-stalk over 
unruly terrain. The bow balanced 
well and is an easy hold, thanks to 
its seeming weightlessness. 

The crispness of the back wall, 
smoothness of the draw cycle and 
overall speed are surprising for a 
bow at this price. A tunable string 
damper adds to the appeal, as does 
the high-end roller cable guard and 
premium Stone Mountain string. 

* 

Misses: At 87.7 dBA, it’s rather loud. 
Bottom Line: Worth a hard look by 
those shopping for a high-perfor- 
mance entry-level bow. ($499; parker 

* 

bows.com) i 


The Test Team 



Dr. Todd Kuhn: OL’s 
Bowhunting Editor 
holds a doctorate in 
environmental engi- 
neering. He’s been 
bowhunting for more 
than 40 years. 



Chad “Moose” 
Whitmoyer: 

Whitmoyer is the 
lead “Techxpert" at 
Lancaster Archery 
Supply, and is argu- 
ably the nation’s top 
bow technician. 

Larry Kaye: An avid 
archer with more than 
30 years of bowhunt- 
ing and competitive 
archery to his credit. 

Gus Edwards: Owns 
and operates Autumn 
Sky Outfitters in 
Street, Maryland. He 
is considered the top 
bow technician on the 
East Coast. 

Rob Kaufhold: The 

founder and president 
of Lancaster Archery 
Supply. Kaufhold has 
competed internation- 
ally on the U.S. and 
World teams and is a 
former All-American 
archer at James 
Madison University. 



Where We Tested 

Lancaster Archery Supply is an 
industry-leading archery dis- 
tributor and pro shop located in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. LAS, 
opened in 1983, stocks literally 
hundreds of thousands of prod- 
ucts. With more than 35,000 
square feet, it’s die world’s larg- 
est archery retailer. 

LAS offers a technical hotline 
(800-829-7408) and e-mail 
support (custserv@lancaster 
archery.com ), through which 
customers can communicate 
with one of LAS’s “Techxperts” 
about any archery- equipment- 
related topic. 
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Sac/c was a fact of life for me for years. After sleeping on the 

Sleep Number bed, 1 have improved significantly. It is amazing to go to bed in pain 


rS> V* 


and wake up refreshed and pain free. W 


Janet D., Mt. Vernon, WA 


S<j 
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Bed for Bad Backs 


The Sleep Number Bed 


Don't Let Back Pain 
Ruin Your Life 

Back- pain 
relief is the 


true test 
of a great 
mattress. 
According 
to clinical 




sleep quality Bock-pom 

relief 




studies, the 
SLEEP NUMBER 11 bed actually 
relieves back pain and improves 
sleep quality. Maybe that’s why 93% 
of the study’s participants reported 
back-pain relief and 90% said other 
aches and pains were reduced after 
sleeping on a Sleep Number bed.* 
To get a summary of the clinical 
studies, please call 1-800-831-1211. 









A 



SOFTER 



O 

o 


FIRMER 




You Might Never Have to 
Buy Another Mattress 

Because the Sleep Number bed uses special 
air chambers, it won’t break down like steel 
innerspring coils. Your back will enjoy the 
same level of support and comfort your 
first night on your Sleep Number bed as 
you will after 20 or more years. In fact, 
it even comes with a 20- Year Limited 
Warranty. Surprisingly, it costs about 
the same as an innerspring, yet lasts 
twice as long. 



Learn More, Sleep Better 


The only bed that adjusts to your personal comfort, 

from featherbed soft to extra firm. 


The Bed Loved by Sore Achy Backs 

The Sleep Number bed’s secret is air because air provides an ideal 
support system and puts you in control of the firmness. That's right, 
you can adjust the Sleep Number bed to your exact preference at the 
touch of a button and change it anytime you’d like. And your partner 
can do the same. Your Sleep Number bed will actually conform to 
your body’s unique contours and preferences so your muscles relax, 
allowing you to fall faster into a deep restful sleep. 

Nine Out of 10 Couples Disagree 
on Mattress Firmness 

But no one has to compromise their comfort with a Sleep Number 
bed because it has two individual air chambers that can be adjusted 
independently. You and your partner can each have the comfort and 
support you need and want for a good night’s sleep. Dual adjustability 
makes everyone happy. 

A Great Night's Sleep 
is the Best Value of All 

After sleeping on the Sleep Number bed, an 
amazing 89% of study participants reported 
improved sleep quality, compared to sleeping 
on their ow r n innerspring beds * Sleep on it once 
and you’ll never go back to old-fashioned steel 
springs. Imagine how r much better you’ll feel after 
a great night’s sleep on a Sleep Number bed Over 
6 million people are now sleeping better on air. 


*504 


The more you know' about the 
Sleep Number bed, the better 
decision you’ll make wTien buying 
a mattress. Our friendly and 
trained Sleep Experts will listen to 
your needs, answer your questions, 
and provide you with complete and honest information about our 
products, with no sales pressure. So please call 1-800-831-1211 to 
speak with them. 

Free Brochure and DVD plus a 
$50 00 Thank You Savings Card* 

For a limited time, inquire about our 
revolutionary bed and w r e’ll send you a $50.00 Savings Card to use 
toward the purchase of any Sleep Number bed or accessory items, 
like pillow's or sheets, of SI 00.00 or more.* 

Try it for 30 nights. Risk Free!* 

We're so sure you’ll sleep better, you can try the 
Sleep Number bed in your home for 30 nights, risk 
free.. .or your money back. ! You’ll be amazed how 
good you'll feel when your muscles relax and you 
fall into a deep restful sleep. 




\ 




Red areas reveal the 
pressure points created by 
an ordinary bed. 




.uaA 


A Sleep Number bed 
adjusts to your body, 
relieving pressure points 



sleep 






number. 

by SELECT COMFORT 


A For a summa 7 of independent dimcal studies, call 1 -800-831 -1211. TRestnction 3 apply. See SavingsCardfor 
details and expiration date flf not satisfied after 30 nignts, call within 45 days of delivery to arrange 
r etum. We'll reimburse tne purcnase price less your initial shipping or Home Delivery and Setup fees. You 
pay return snipping No returns or exchanges on Precision Comfort® Adjustable Base, closeout o t demo 
bed models. ©2009 Select Comfort 
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Learn more, CALL NOW! 

1-800-831-1211 ext 39081 

sleepnumber50.com 


□YES! Please send me a FREE 

Brochure, DVD and Pricing. 

□ Limited-Time Bonus! 

$50 00 Thank You Savings Card!* 




Name 


IF* M f.4 1 <1 


Address. 


City 


Daytime Phone 


State 


Zip 


Email 


ext. 39081 

Mail to: Select Comfort, 9800 59th Avenue N., Minneapolis, MN 55442-9971 
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BowTech Destroyer 350 

Overall Rating: © © © Vi 
Weight: 4.2 lb.; Speed: 342 fps 
Hits: New limbs are at the heart of 
BowTech’s newest flagship. The high- 
modulus limbs have carbon cores, 
advertised as lighter than traditional 
limbs and with unique energy-storing 
capabilities. Aluminum inserts are 
said to stiffen the limb tips, and limit 
cam lean (see sidebar, page 54). 

The bow tapes 32 3 /e inches axle-to- 
axle, but shoots like a much longer 
bow. Its balance is just right, and the 
6-inch brace height is manageable. 
This bow is scary fast, with a draw 
cycle that, while stiff, should please 
pure speed freaks. 

Misses: The limbs have sharp edges, 
and the injection-molded handle 
might get slick in cold weather. 
Bottom Line: The Destroyer is a 
turbo-charged, shock-free shooter. 
($949; bowtecharchery.com) 


Rating Key OOOO = Excellent GO© = Very Good ©O Good © = Fair 




T 
























Diamond IceMan FLX 

Overall Bating; © © © Vi 
Weight: 4.05 lb.; Speed: 314 fps 
Hits: This freshly massaged version 
of last year’s Editor’s Choice features 
the unique FLX-Guard cable guard, 
which helps manage torque (see side- 
bar. page 54). As the bow is drawn, 
the composite cable guard flexes 
inward to minimize the amount of 

! 

torque transferred to the riser and 
ultimately to the arrow. 

The draw cycle is very smooth, in 
part because of the solo-cam design. 
The 7-inch brace height delivers tack- 
driving accuracy, while the 31 Winch 
axle-to-axle length is compact and 
maneuverable. 

Misses: At 314 fps, it’s somewhat 
lethargic; we’d like to see another 10 
fps out of a bow with this price tag. 
Bottom Line: The IceMan FLX was 
a pure shooter right out of the box. 
($849; diamondarchery.com) 




w • 










Elite Judge 

Overall Rating: © © © 

Weight: 4.35 lb.; Speed: 328 fps 
Hits: Attention to detail is exhibited 
in every square inch of the Judge, 
and components fit with exacting 
tolerance. The two-piece side-plate 
grip is great, and the bow nestles 
precisely in hand. 

The back wall was by far the 
crispest any of our testers have ever 
felt. At 34 7 /e inches, the Judge is a 
relatively long bow An abbreviated 
6 Winch brace height is to be expect- 
ed, given the Judge’s speed. 

A modular two-track cam system 
is standard equipment. It’s straight- 
forward and designed to optimize 
arrow speeds at any draw length. 
Misses: The draw cycle is quite stout. 
Bottom Line: An exceptional bow 
from a small manufacturer whom we 
should be hearing much more from 
in the future. ($869; elitearchery.com) 


50 I OUTDOOR LTFE 


www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 


More Online: Read extended reviews of each bow and watch 
behind-the-scenes videos at outdoorlife.com/bowtest2010 



G5 Quest Primal 

Overall Rating: © © © 

Weight: 4.1 lb.; Speed: 322 fps 
Hits: At 32 inches axle-to-axle, this is 
a tightly wrapped, no-nonsense per- 
former with a module-based twin-cam 
system under the hood. 

The stark simplicity of the I-Glide 
cable guard will impress. Two glazed 
ceramic inserts replace the well- 
traveled cable wheels and plastic 
slides, in an effort to increase arrow 
speed and minimize cable wear. 

Two blue speed studs (30 grains 
apiece) are installed on the string for 
micro-tuning the peep sight. A giant 
7 Winch brace height elevates accu- 
racy; the bow handles like it’s on rails. 
Misses: A short valley abruptly 
transfers into the back wall. 

Bottom Line: This bow performs 
like a 1960s muscle car, yet handles 
like a European sports car. ($729; 
g5outdoors.com ) 



Hoyt Carbon Matrix 

Overall Rating: © © © 

Weight: 3.9 lb.; Speed: 318 fps 
Hits: Many attempts have been made 
to build a carbon riser, but all have 
failed on a large commercial scale. 
Enter the O-Tech from Hoyt (see side- 
bar. page 54). Unlike molded carbon 
risers of the past, the O-Tech riser 
comprises three hollow carbon tubes 
that are "interwoven” into a riser. 

Despite a 35-inch axle-to-axle 
length, the Carbon Matrix weighs 
a half-pound less than one 30-inch 
competitor. The Matrix is equipped 
with relatively short parallel limbs 
and a simplified limb pocket system, 
which keeps the limbs aligned and 
the power on tap. 

Misses: Aside from the price tag? 
The cable guard/slide somehow got 
forgotten in the techno-upgrade. 
Bottom Line: A "must have” for dis- 
cerning hunters. ($1,599; hoytusa.com) 



McPherson Monster 7.0 

Overall Ra ting: © © © V 2 
Weight: 4.65 lb.; Speed: 336 fps 
Hits: The 33 Winch-long Monster has 
a liberal 7-inch brace height coupled 
with an 80 percent let-off. Power is 
applied by the Advanced Vectoring 
System, billed as the most efficient 
dual-cam system in the world. We 
found the Monster a pleasure to 
shoot, and its cavernous brace height 
is very forgiving of user error. 

The Grid Lock riser design has eye 
appeal while adding rigidity with 
its cross-bracing effect. The bow 
is available in 25- to 30-inch draw 
lengths (including half-sizes) and 40- 
| to 80 -pound draw weights. 

Misses: This Monster snarls a bit, 
with 74.22 m/s 2 of vibration. 

Bottom Line: Combines blazing 
speed and precise shootability into 
a highly refined and finely crafted 
machine. ($899; mathewsinc.com) 


j 
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Four advancements in compound 
tion that will change the way new 


bow construc- 
bows are made 




* Hoyt O-Tech Carbon Riser: While 
manufacturers have tried to construct a 
dependable carbon riser for years, none 
have succeeded— until now. 

Representing a significant advance in 
engineering, strategically fashioned hol- 
low carbon tubes yield new standards in 
design. At 35 inches axle-to-axle, this riser 
delivers all the stability of a longer bow, 
but with the weight of one much shorter. 



♦ FLX-Guard: Standard equipment on 
both the Iceman and Destroyer, this cable 
containment system addresses the tun- 
ing effects of extreme cable tension and 
inflexible cable guards. 

As the bow is drawn, the FLX-Guard 
flexes inward, absorbing cable-guard 
torque that would otherwise be trans- 
ferred to the riser, significantly reducing 
lateral nock travel during the shot. 


BowTech Hard Core Limbs: Hard 
Core Limbs store energy not only near 
the limbs’ surfaces, but also inside the 
limbs, thereby reducing stress and pro- 
ducing exceptional durability. The car- 
bon core is also significantly lighter than 
other limb materials available today. 



$ Mathews Reverse Assist Cable 
Guard: Whereas traditional roller/cable 
guards are threaded under the top pul- 
ley and create friction when the bow is 
drawn, the Reverse Assist cable guard is 
threaded over the pulley, reducing fric- 
tion and making the bow easier to draw. 



Test Results at a Glance 



OVERALL 

PERFORMANCE 

DESIGN 

PRICE/ 

VALUE 

WEIGHT 

(LB) 

SPEED 

(FPS) 

CONTACT 

Mathews Z7 

($899) VS** 

OOO'A 

B+ 

B 

A 

4.4 

325 

mathewsinc.com 

PSE X-Force Axe 6 

($749) * 

OOO'A 

A+ 

C+ 

A 

4.05 

343 

pse-archery.com 

Diamond IceMan FLX 

($849) 

OOO'A 

B 

A 

B 

4.05 

314 

diamondarchery.com 

BowTech Destroyer 350 

($949) 

OOO'A 

A+ 

A 

B 

4.2 

342 

bowtecharchery.com 

McPherson Monster 7.0 

($899) 

OOO'A 

A 

C+ 

B+ 

4.65 

336 

mathewsinc.com 

Hoyt Carbon Matrix 

($1.^99) ’ ^ 

ooo 

B+ 

B+ 

C 

3.9 

318 

hoytusa.com 

G5 Quest Primal 

($729) 

ooo 

B 

B 

A 

4.1 

322 

g5outdoors.com 

Mission Maniac 

($449) 

ooo 

C- 

B 

B 

4.15 

292 

missionarchery.com 

Elite Judge 

($869) 

ooo 

B+ 

C+ 

B 

4.35 

328 

elitearchery.com 

Parker Inferno 

($499) 

OO'A 

B 

B 

B 

3.75 

320 

parkerbows.com 
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Cut your energy bills. ClimateMaster geothermal systems tap the constant 
temperature of the earth to provide heating, cooling, and hot water. Your 
home stays comfortable year-round while trimming your energy use by up 
to 80%. And now with new federal tax credits, you will save an additional 
30% on the total installation. Best of all, ClimateMaster systems are not 
only a good investment, they are a cleaner choice for the environment. 
To learn more about how the geothermal technology leader can help you 

cut your energy bills, visit climatemaster.com or call 877-436-6263 today. 

www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 
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Geothermal Heat Pump Systems 

An LSB Industries, Inc. Company (NYSE: LXU) 























NOMINATE SOMEONE 

YOU KNOW! 


I We’re looking for reader-generated nomi- I 
nees for our fourth annual round-up of I 
25 men and women who have had a sig- I 
nificant positive impact on hunting and 1 
fishing. If you know someone who you 
feel deserves to be among the Leaders, 
Innovators, Conservationists and Unsung 
Heroes featured in our December/January 
2011 issue, go to outdoorlife.com/ol25 and 
fill out and submit the nomination form. 

YOUR CANDIDATE COULD BE 
AMONG THIS YEAR’S OL 25 HONOREES! 

DEADLINE TO NOMINATE: JUNE 15 

rTlnPT ,A| 

(R .M'liUl | 
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shooting and gear tips 


to take your outdoor 


ame to the next level 


[ Bv Keith Sutton 




I like to learn cool tips that make hunting, 
fishing and shooting even more fun and 
productive. For example, while repairing 
a reel recently, I was having a hard time 
reading the tiny type on the schematic 
and parts list. 


"I have the same problem," a friend said. "So 
I enlarge the parts sheet on my office copy 
machine until it's easier to read." Problem solved 

Another hunting buddy showed how he finds 
cottontails when stalking in heavy cover. "Just 
look for their eyes," he told me. "It’s the only flaw 
in their camouflage." 

A handgun instructor I know provided this 
useful advice: "Squeeze the trigger like you're 
squeezing one drop of water from an eye drop- 
per. Your shooting will improve." It did, and it's a 
helpful hint I’ve never forgotten. 

Simple pointers like these can be invaluable. 
You'll find 101 more to try in this compendium 
of practical advice, time-saving tips, problem- 
solving techniques, brilliant improvisations and 
everyday wisdom. 
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Shotshell 

Case 

In a pinch, two empty shot- 
shells (one 12-gauge and 
one 20-gauge) will fit snugly 
together to make a case for 
matches or other small items. 



7 Strengthen 

Hands 
For Steady 
J_ Aim 

Competition handgun shooters often strengthen 
their hands and wrists by squeezing a rubber ball. 
Do this while watching television or for 10 -minute 
stretches throughout the day, and the steadiness of 
your handgun aim will improve considerably. 



Down, 

Not 

Up 


Always store your 
blackpowder rifle 
with the muzzle 
down. This keeps 
oil from collecting 
at the point of igni- 
tion. Proper stor- 
age can eliminate 
many misfires. 




Easy Boat 

Number 

Removal 


You can scratch your boats finish if you use 
a razor blade to remove old vinyl registra- 
tion numbers. Instead, use a blow dryer set 
on low to heat each number. This softens 


the adhesive so numbers will peel off easily. 



8 Hone Your 

Shooting Skills 

A .22 is the best tool 
available for curing 
shooting problems such 
as flinching. Ammo is 
inexpensive and prac- 
ticing with a .22 helps 
to reinforce the basics, 
like trigger squeeze, 
breath control and 
follow-through. 

9 Make Sure Your 
Stock Fits 

If you have trouble hit- 
ting rising birds, the 
problem may be your 
shotguns stock length. 


A stock that's too long 
tends to make you 
shoot low and restricts 
your ability to swing 
with a bird. 

A stock that’s too 
short makes you shoot 
high. Have a gunsmith 
check your stock and 
adjust it to fit you. 

Keep Your 
Head Down 

Lifting your head off 
the stock is one of the 
primary causes of 
missed targets when 
shotgunning. Keep 
your head down until 


the shot has been fired; 
then keep the muzzle 
moving to complete 
your follow-through. 

Practice With 
i.J_ A Low Gun 

It pays to shoot some 
clays with a dismount- 
ed, or “low,” gun. 

Next time you’re on 
the skeet or sporting 
clays course, call for a 
few birds with your gun 
held in a field-carrying 
position. Practicing like 
this will help you feel 
more comfortable when 
birds rise in the field. 



2 Exaggerate Your 
Follow-Through 

When shotgunning, 
follow-through is vital. 
Keep swinging as you 
pull the trigger, the 
same way a golfer or 
a tennis player follows 
through on his swing 
after hitting the ball. 

Don’t stop the gun 
or you'll shoot behind 
the target. 

3 Keep Your 

Ammo Safe 

Don’t be tempted to 
spray penetrating lubri- 
cants such as WD-40 on 


or near your ammuni- 
tion. Such products can 
dissolve waterproofing 
sealers around the 
primer and bullet-case 
mouth and contaminate 
both the primer and the 
gunpowder inside the 
cartridge. 

At best, you might 
have a failure to fire (a 
dud); at worst, a danger- 
ous hang-fire. 

' A The Right 
_ At Bull's-Eye 

When sighting-in a 
scoped firearm, the 
best aiming point is a 
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Feather 

Attractor 



You’ve no doubt seen motorized rab- 
bits that shake all over to help callers 
attract foxes, coyotes and bobcats. 
These work, but are a pain to lug 
around and set up. not to mention the 
cost of buying your robotic bunny. 

A simpler, less expensive attrac- 
tor can be made from a turkey tail 
feather tied to one end of a notched 
wooden dowel with a piece of thread. 

Push the dowel upright in the 
ground. When the feather blows in the 
breeze, it will provide just the right 
amount of movement to help coax 
wily predators to come in for a look. 





b 


Keen Your 


Keep 

BagD 


ry 


Line your sleeping-bag stuff sack with a heavy-duty garbage bag to keep your 
sleeping bag dry in any weather. Place the plastic bag inside your stuff sack, 
then stuff the sleeping bag inside. Compress the bag and close with a twist tie. 




Frozen 

Targets 

When plinking with a .22, make 
fun-to-shoot targets by using trays 
that mold ice into shapes like fish, 
stars, trees, boats and hearts. The 
ice explodes when hit, and there is 
no litter to clean up. 


white square within 
a black box. A scope’s 
black reticle is more 
clearly seen against 
a square white target 
background, assuring 
more precise aiming 
and target definition. 

Practice Your 
Position //j 

A solid shooting rest 
isn’t always available in 
the field when you need 
it. Sometimes you might 
have to shoot from a 
prone, sitting, kneeling 
or standing position. 

None of these posi- 


tions come naturally, 
so take time to practice 
each at the range. 

Fixing 
Flinch 

Cure yourself of flinch- 
ing by having a partner 
load your gun at the 
range. Have him occa- 
sionally load a dummy 
round with the live to 
check your technique. 

' ' 7 Handy 

_ _ / Storage Box 

A tackle box makes a 
great storage kit for gun- 
cleaning supplies. The 


dividers in the lure trays 
neatly separate different 
sizes of bore brushes, 
swabs and patches. 

Get one with plenty 
of room for bottles of 
solvents and other nec- 
essary cleaning gear. 

8 Mark Your 
Ramrod 

Before hunting with 
your blackpowder rifle, 
mark the ramrod at the 
point where the bullet 
or ball seats properly 
against the powder 
charge. Improper bul- 
let seating creates a 


potentially dangerous 
situation. A glance at 
the marked ramrod will 
assure you that you’ve 
positioned the projectile 
properly for a safe shot. 

Paint Your 
Horns 

For safety's sake, it’s 
a good idea to spray 
your rattling horns 
with brightly colored 
paint, preferably hunter 
orange or chartreuse. 

This may prevent 
you from being mis- 
taken for a deer by a 
careless hunter. 


Don’t Chalk 
Box Calls 

Some turkey hunters 
use chalk on their box 
calls to increase friction, 
but experts say it’s not 
needed on a properly 
tuned call. 

In damp weather, 
chalk acts as a sponge, 
absorbing moisture 
that can gum up your 
call. This dampens the 
ringing tone of a good 
box call. If your call is 
constructed from good- 
quality wood, the call 
actually will sound bet- 
ter without chalk. 
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Trail 

Threads 


Here’s a simple, inexpensive way to 
nail down a good location for your 
deer stand. Look for deer trails in the 
area you plan to hunt, and tie a piece 
of light-colored sewing thread waist- 
high (or lower) between two trees 
on either side of a trail. Do likewise 
at other trail spots. If you return and 
find a thread broken, you’ll know deer 
are still using that trail, and you can 
place your stand nearby. 





Cushion 
Your Gun 


Never rest your rifle barrel 
directly against a solid object 
when you’re shooting in the field. 

Cushion the forend by placing 
something between the rest and 
the rifle. A day pack, a rolled-up 
jacket, a scrunched-up hat or 
even your hand will suffice. 




Lemon 
Float 

Lemon-shaped juice containers 
make great floats for the big baits 
used when fishing for stripers or 
catfish. Loosen the cap, wrap your 
line around the screw threads, then 
tighten the cap. The bright yellow 
really stands out on the water. 



Hot-Water 
Heater 

To keep hot water handy for use around camp: 

♦ Fill several zip-seal plastic bags with 
water and place them inside a black plastic 
garbage bag. 

♦ Lay the bag in direct sunlight on smooth 
ground. Make sure there are no sharp sticks 
or stones beneath the bags that could puncture them. 

♦ In just a few hours, the water in the zip-seal bags will be hot. 

♦ Carefully remove a bag from the garbage sack (you might need gloves to hold 
it), unzip one comer and pour the hot water where you need it. 





His-and-Her 
Turkey Decoys 

A good decoy set-up 
for spring turkey hunt- 
ing is a combination of 
hen and strutting jake, 
which works on both 
of a gobbler s spring 
mandates-breeding 
and dominance. 

And because a gob- 
bler will almost invari- 
ably address the jake 
decoy head-on, you can 
position it so you’ll have 
the best shot when the 
gobbler stops and pre- 
pares to do battle. 



Rooster 
Or Hen? 

When pheasant hunt- 
ing, if only roosters are 
legal, look for the roost- 
er's white neck ring. 

If you judge sex by 
watching for long tail 
feathers, you might 
shoot some long-tailed 
hens or hold fire on 
shabby-tailed roosters. 

ATV 

Add-Ons 

A simple way to jazz up 
your ATV is to add racks 
to maximize space for 



hauling your gear. 

Want extra comfort? 
Add a throttle extender 
so you can rev up your 
ATV with your whole 
palm and not just your 
thumb, or replace 
your rough handlebar 
grips with gel models 
that relieve shock and 
fatigue. 



First-Aid 
Kit for Gear 

One item you should 
carry on all extended 
outings is a gear first- 
aid kit. Use a small 


waterproof container to 
hold items you might 
need to make repairs 
around camp. 

Here’s a checklist 
to get you started, but 
you’ll want to weed out 
some items and include 
others based on your 
own gear. 

♦Duct tape 
♦Heavy-duty needle 
and thread 
♦Stove/lantern parts 
and repair tools 

♦ Nylon cord and strap 
material 

♦ Extra bulbs and bat- 


teries for headlamps 
and lights 

♦Fabric patches with 
adhesive 

♦Sleeping pad and tent 
repair kits 
♦ Extra buckles for 
pack repairs 



Zipper-Pull 
Additions 

The little grab-tabs on 
the ends of zippers can 
be hard to find and dif- 


ficult to hold, especially 
when you’re wearing 
gloves or mittens. 

Make them bigger 



60 II OUTDOOR LIFE 

www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 







Notch a Paddle 
To Retrieve Decoys 

Reaching out of a boat to pick up decoys isn’t safe. A better 
way is to use a customized long-handled boat paddle. Cut an 
upward- slanting, ! / 2 -inch-wide notch near the lower end of the 
paddle’s blade. You then can reach out with your paddle to 
snag decoy lines in the notch, almost without missing a stroke. 












- 




All Yolking 
Aside... 


To keep eggs fresh in 
camp, dip them in boiling 
water for exactly 5 sec- 
onds, and then let them 
cool. This creates a film 
inside the shell, which 
makes the eggs airtight. 

Treated this way, they 
should keep for weeks 
without refrigeration. 




Fake 

Snow 


After a light snowfall. Christmas tree snow from 
an aerosal can is great for concealing bare patches 
around your pit blind created by foot traffic, which 
can spook ducks and geese. The spray-on snow also 
works well for camouflaging pit lids. 




Nail a Wacky 
Worm 


The wacky worm (a straight- 
tail plastic worm hooked 
through the middle) catches 
lots of bass. 

In some situations, it 
might catch even more if you 
insert a small nail straight 
into the worm’s nose. This 
makes the lure stand straight 
up with its tail wagging, a 
special action sure to attract 
nearby bucketmouths. 



by adding a ribbon, 
piece of cord, whistle, 
thermometer, key chain, 
paper clip or even a 
strip of duct tape. 

Fish-Net 
Anchor 

If your landing net has 
a hole in it and you’re 
planning to buy a new 
one, use the old net- 
ting to make a simple 
boat anchor. All you 
need are some rocks, a 
big carabiner and an 
anchor rope. 

F ill the net with rocks 


or other weights, then 
gather the net perimeter 
and clip it together with 
the carabiner. 

Tie the anchor rope 
to the carabiner and 
you’re set. 

Ax Sharpener 
At the Ready 

Forgetting a file to 
sharpen your camp ax 
or hatchet can be a real 
hassle. Tape a small file 
to the tool’s handle with 
duct tape wrapped all 
around so the file won't 
get wet and rusty. 


Straighten 
Springy Line 

Monofilament line can 
get coiled and spring 
off your spinning reel 
when you open the bail. 

Fix this by removing 
the spool full of line 
and soaking it in warm 
water for 10 minutes. 
This softens the line so 
it’s more manageable. 

Save Sliding 
Bobbers 

If you snag a hook on a 
sliding-bobber rig and 
have to break the line, 


the sinker might come 
off and you’ll lose the 
bobber. 

A good remedy is to 
use two bobber stops 
on the line— one above 
the bobber at the depth 
you want to fish and 
one a few inches above 
the sinker. Then, if the 
sinker breaks off, the 
extra stop will keep the 
bobber on the line. 

The Magic 
Of GPS 

Now there are numer- 
ous GPS programs you 


can download free from 
the Internet to create 
custom topo maps, 
show your family in 
real-time where you are 
and much more. 

For information, visit 
maps-gps-info.com, 
where you’ll find all 
sorts of in-depth info on 
GPS technology. 

Smartphone 
Apps 

Hunters and anglers 
who use an Apple 
iPhone, Motorola Droid 
or other “smartphone" 
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Added 
Action for 
Snow Geese 

Here’s a great way to add bird-attracting move- 
ment to your snow goose decoy spread. 

♦ Dig a post hole in the middle of your spread 
and erect a 10-foot pole with a 150-foot length 
of nylon cord attached to the top of it. 

♦ Tie 30 white rags (a cut-up bedsheet works 
well) an equal distance apart on the line, and 
keep the end of the line handy beside you. 

♦ When geese approach, make the line undu- 
late by snapping the line up and down. 

These rising and falling "geese" help attract 
the attention of snows that might pay no atten- 
tion to just one or two waving flags. 











Rod Tube 
Handle 

Round rod cases often 
have no handle and can 
be difficult to carry if 
you’re traveling with 
other luggage. Installing a 
cheap handle is easy. 

All you need are two 
plastic zip ties and a short 
piece of soft rope knotted at each end. Position the rope where you 
want a handle and cinch a cable tie over each end in front of the knot, 
The new strap makes carrying the case much easier. 















A Cheaper 
Scent Alternative 


While anglers can choose from a wide variety of 
commercial scent products, there’s another alterna- 
tive that works almost as well. 

Fill an empty nasal-spray bottle with plain cod 
liver oil. Squeeze a drop of oil to the tip of the bot- 
tle, rub your lure in it and you’re ready to fish. 

This works especially well with marabou and 
bucktail jigs, and can sometimes make the differ- 
ence between lots of bites and none at all. 




Magic 

Candles 


Remember those trick candles someone 
put on your birthday cake— the ones that 
stayed lit no matter how hard you blew on 
them? Because they won’t blow out, these 
candles make great additions to your fire- 
starting kit. 


Light one with a match or lighter, keep it 
sheltered in the cup of your hand and use it 
to ignite your tinder, even when it’s windy 
or a bit rainy outside. 

Liberally wet your fingertips to extinguish 
the candle and save it for another use. You’ll 
find the candles in the bakery departments 
of many discount and grocery stores. 



can find a variety of 
useful apps. If you 
use a trail camera that 
automatically uploads 
its photos to a website, 
for example, there’s an 
app that allows you to 
monitor images from 
your phone. 

You can track moon 
phases, tides and sun- 
rise/sunset times, use 
your phone as a com- 
pass, find the cheapest 
gas, mark and find your 
tree stand, get weather 
forecasts, calculate an 
unofficial score for your 


deer or elk, call game, 
download maps and 
much more. 

Visit apple.com/ 
iphone/apps-for- 
iphone/. Also, see Snap 
Shots, page 7. 
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Tricked- Out 
Jigs 

Make your plain-Jane 


crappie jigs more 
attractive to big slabs 
by adding a curly- tail 
grub. Run the soft- 
plastic up the hook so it 
butts against the feath- 
ers, hair or tube. 


The extra undulating 
motion might be just 
what you need to entice 
inactive panfish. 



Best Online 
Deals 

Want great buys on a 
variety of gear for hunt- 
ing, fishing and other 
outdoor activities? 

Visit sierratradingpost 
.com, camofire.com or 
sportsmansguide.com. 

Be sure to check the 
clearance sections on 
major sites like cabelas 
.com and basspro.com. 


Eye ' / 

Opener 

An inexpensive tool for 
cleaning paint from jig 
eyes is a seam-ripper, 
available in sewing 
departments. Screw an 
eye into the handle to 
attach a lanyard. 

Pocket a 
Line Cutter 

Those credit-card- 
shaped letter openers, 
available at many office 
supply stores, are great 
for cutting fishing line- 
they'll even cut braided 




line— and they fit inside 
a shirt pocket. 



Stake Out 
Your Boat 

A corkscrew-type 
dog stake, available at 
pet supply stores, 
provides a handy 
shoreline tie-up for 
your canoe, johnboat or 
other small craft. 



When dressing rabbits, 
squirrels and other 
small-game animals, a 
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Icy Weather 
Insurance 


When launching a boat in freezing winter weather, be sure 
to keep the trailer winch cable hooked until the boat is in 
the water; then hook up again before you pull the boat out. 

Boat trailers, especially bunker-type trailers, can get icy 
and slippery on the drive to the launching area or while 
sitting in the parking lot. If the boat isn’t hooked, it could 
slide off onto the concrete ramp instead of into the water. 





Free 

Fire-Starter 


Clothes -dryer lint stuffed in a waterproof container and kept 
in a pocket or survival kit is excellent tinder for fire-starting. 
You can pack a surprisingly large amount in a very small 
container, like a 35mm film canister. It costs nothing, weighs 
almost nothing and, if you add a few strike-anywhere match- 
es, you have a ready-made kit for building a blaze. 


Bad 

Arrow ID 

Practicing with your bow 
before hunting season? It’s 
easier to identify a single 
flawed arrow if you num- 
ber all your arrows. Use a waterproof marker to write 
the number on the vane. Now, if arrow 4 continually 
shoots low, while your other arrows are grouped, you 
know it’s not poor form causing the problem, but the 
arrow. You’ll also know which arrows are most accurate. 






Sling 
Stopper 

It’s aggravating— you have 
a sling on your gun, but it 
keeps sliding off your shoul- 
der when you walk. 

Remedy this by sewing a 
large button on each shoulder 
of your hunting coat. Place 
your rifle sling over the but- 
ton, and it will slip no more. 



knife isn't the only tool 
you should use. Kitchen 
or pruning shears are 
better for safely and 
quickly snipping off 
each animals feet and 
head when cleaning it 
for the table. 

Loaner 

Tackle Z/j 

Got a hankering to do 
some fishing but didn’t 
bring tackle? If there’s 
a lake or stream at a 
nearby state or national 
park, stop at the park 
office. Many parks with 


good fishing waters 
have tackle available 
for loan to park visitors. 
More often than not, 
there’s no cost involved. 

Minnow Drop 
For Perch 

A yellow perch strug- 
gling on a hook stimu- 
lates other fish in the 
school to start feeding. 
When using minnows 
for bait, you can take 
advantage of this reac- 
tion by dropping some 
dead minnows into the 
water now and them. 


Squeeze the min- 
nows to empty their 
air bladders and then 
release them by the 
handful into the feed- 
ing zone. As the perch 
dart around gobbling 
the minnows, a feeding 
frenzy will begin. 

A hooked minnow 
lowered to the school 
will be taken quickly. 

Three Fires for 
Extra Warmth 

In a survival situation, 
or when you or others 
are dangerously wet 


and cold, build three 
small fires and posi- 
tion yourselves in the 
middle. This allows you 
to share the heat and 
stay warm front and 
back better than with 
a single large fire. Also, 
three fires in a triangle 
is a distress signal. 

Trail Cam 
Tips 

Not getting many pho- 
tos on your new trail 
camera? The problem 
could be overuse. Many 
first-time users check 


their cameras daily to 
see results, but regular 
intrusions can disturb 
deer and other game 
animals. 

Be sure your trail 
cam is placed in a spot 
that’s easy to enter 
and exit without being 
detected, and avoid 
inspecting the unit for 
at least a week. Also 
be careful not to leave 
telltale human odor by 
touching the housing or 
mounting components 
with bare hands. 

A scent-blocking 
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Loading 
A Deer 
Alone 

If your solo deer hunt is successful, you’ll find it much 
easier to load your deer into your truck if you bring a sheet 
of 3 /s- or Winch plywood cut to fit in the pickup bed. 

♦ Drop the tailgate. 

♦Slide one end of the plywood to the ground. 

♦ Roll the deer onto the wood. 

♦ Now you can raise the lower end of the plywood sheet 
and slide it into the truck using your leg muscles rather 
than your back. 

This reduces the risk of back injury and keeps your 
clothing cleaner, too. 




Reverse 

Rigging 


When bass aren’t bit- 
ing, here’s a simple 
trick for Carolina- or 
Texas-rigging that 
might change your luck. 
Reverse the bullet weight 
so that the concave end 
digs into the bottom to 
create extra disturbance. 





Easy-to-Make 
Brush Piles 


Leave 3-foot-high stumps when clearing small 
openings or cutting trees for firewood. Pile 
branches around each stump, laying one end 
on the stump and the other on the ground. 

When you’ve encircled the stump, pile 
the rest of the cuttings at right angles on the 
framework to create a brush pile that can be 
used by quail, rabbits and other animals. 




Boot 

Protector 


Extend the life of your rubber hip boots 
and waders by treating them three or 
four times a season with an auto tire pro- 
tectant such as Armor All. Your boots will 
resist cracking and dry rot much longer. 




spray should be used 
on the housing and 
mount. 

Two Calls 
Are Better 
Than One 

No matter what game 
animals you’ll be call- 
ing— ducks, deer, preda- 
tors, whatever— when 
you find a call you like, 
buy two. You might 
break a reed, lose the 
call or have one freeze 
up in the blind. With 
two. you’ll always have 
a spare— just in case. 


Quicker 
Picker-Upper 

A large magnet is a 
handy tool to have near 
your fly-tying bench. 

Run it over the floor, 
bench and furniture 
occasionally to pick up 
hooks, weed guards and 
other tiny metal com- 
ponents you might not 
realize you’ve dropped. 

Finding Cold 
Cottontails 

Cottontails have thin fur 
that offers poor insula- 
tion from the cold. 


To find them during 
inclement weather, it 
helps to think like a rab- 
bit. Where would you 
go to escape the cold if 
all you had to wear was 
a light jacket? 

Start by hunting 
places that are both 
sheltered from the wind 
and open to warm rays 
of sunshine; then move 
to other locales offering 
protection. 

Trolling Motor 
Wave Machine 

If your duck camp has 


a permanent blind, an 
electric trolling motor 
can be used to create 
movement in your 
decoy spread. 

Construct a frame 
from 2x4 lumber, paint 
it black or camo (be 
sure the motor is cam- 
ouflaged, too), use a 
sledgehammer to drive 
it into the bottom in 
your spread and then 
adjust the propeller so 
it's just below the sur- 
face and pushing water 
through your decoys. 

This makes the 


decoys swim and is also 
a good way to keep the 
water from freezing in 
frigid weather. 

Connect With 
Calling Quail 

When a bobwhite quail 
covey is scattered, the 
birds begin calling to 
rejoin each other as 
soon as possible. 

When birds scatter 
near dusk, the calls 
begin at once, because 
bobwhites prefer to 
roost together. However, 
as darkness falls, the 
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Note Bullet 
Strikes 


When you fire repeated shots at the same target, it’s difficult to 
remember the sequence in which they were fired. Keep an identical 
target beside you on the shooting bench. As you fire each shot, locate 
the bullet strike on the downrange target, then locate and number 
each corresponding strike on your shooting-bench target. Logging 
each shot helps determine the effectiveness of scope adjustments. If 
you flinch and shoot a “flyer," it’s easier to ID its downrange location. 



Want to rejuvenate feathers and bucktails on fishing 
flies matted with use? Use a hemostat or pliers to 
hold each fly in a steady stream of steam from the 
spout of a boiling tea kettle. You can also fix several 
at a time by placing them in a small colander over a 
simmering pot of water. This is also a good way to 
take the set out of natural (but never synthetic) fly- 
tying materials that have been stored awhile. 





Selecting 
The Right 
Canoe 
Paddle 


Want to choose a canoe paddle that’s 
right for you? Stand straight and hold 
a stem paddle upright with its blade 
touching the ground. It should reach to 
about eye level. 

A bow paddle should come to your 
chin or just below. 




To help shed 
burrs easily, rub 
the laces of your 


hunting or hiking 
boots with paraf- 
fin before hitting 
the trail. 



birds quit calling so 
predators can t find 
them, and some birds 
must roost alone. 

At dawn, begin call- 
ing in the same area 
where you flushed the 
birds the night before, 
a good point to remem- 
ber when you have to 
hunt without a dog. 



Hilltop 

Rabbits 


Cottontails usually 
seek an uphill course to 
evade pursuit because 
their longer hind legs 


afford them more speed 
uphill than down. 

So, when hunting 
hillsides, two or more 
hunters should separate, 
with at least one work- 
ing along the hilltop. 

Set Up Right 
For Quail 

When walking up on 
a covey of bobwhites 
ahead of pointing dogs, 
take care not to get 
between the birds and 
the nearest cover. 

Quail almost always 
fly to that cover regard- 


less of where hunters 
are. presenting difficult 
head-on targets. 

Listen 
Up 

The best squirrel hunt- 
ers tend to be good 
listeners. 

The sound of rustling 
leaves can give a squir- 
rel away. So can the 
sound of the rodent’s 
sharp teeth gnawing on 
a nut or cuttings falling 
to the forest floor. Also 
listen for barking or 
chattering squirrels. 


Cats Love 
Dogs 

Did you know this? 

That catfish you’re hop- 
ing to catch loves hot 
dogs as much as you 
do. While you’re roast- 
ing a wiener on a stick, 
you can use another 
one for bait. Just slice it 
into chunks, run a hook 
all the way through one 
piece and cast it out 
onto the bottom. 

If a catfish is around, 
he’ll gobble it up quick- 
er than a kid eating 
a chocolate bar. Then 


you’ll be frying catfish 
for dinner instead of 
eating frankfurters. 

Trail 
Marker 

When hunting or track- 
ing game through 
unfamiliar country, you 
might need to mark 
your trail. Instead of 
using paint or reflec- 
tive tacks or tape, carry 
some bright, neon- 
colored chalk to leave 
recognizable signs on 
trees or rocks. (The 
color or colors used or 
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3 Bs for 
Waterfowl 

To establish a proper lead when taking crossing shots at 
ducks or geese, remember the three Bs: butt, beak, bang! 
Swing your shotgun from behind the bird. Move through its 
butt and beak. As the muzzle comes through the bird’s beak, 
pull the trigger while continuing to follow through. 




Wind 
Indicator 

A good way to tell the wind’s direction is to use the fluffy 
seeds from a milkweed or dandelion plant. Place the seeds 
in a sealable plastic bag, then drop some of the fluff into 
the air and watch which way it goes. The seeds are natural, 
so they have no strange smell, like the powders used by 
some hunters. 





Sawing 
Up Worms 


In the hills of Arkansas, some folks 
collect fishing worms using “The 
McCulloch (Chainsaw) Technique.” 

* Begin by driving a 3-foot wooden 
stake 6 to 8 inches deep in loamy soil. 

* Place the wide bottom of a running 
chainsaw, with the cutting chain either 
removed or disengaged, on top of the 
stake. 

* Wait for the worms to surface as they 
are coaxed from the soil by the chain- 
saw’s vibrations. 




Sole 

Provider 



Are the felt soles of your waders worn out? 
Replace them with scrap outdoor carpeting cut to 


size, cleaned 
thoroughly 
and glued on 
with water- 
proof epoxy. 

The carpet 
provides as 
much trac- 
tion as felt, will outlast it and absorbs less water. 
Scraps can also be purchased at home-improve- 
ment stores for next to nothing. 


special markings will 
also help you com- 
municate with hunting 
partners.) The next 
rainfall will erase your 
trail markings. 

Scent 
Eliminator 

To reduce the amount 
of human scent on your 
hunting clothes, toss the 
garments in a clothes 
dryer with a pillow case 
or cloth bag filled with 
fresh pine needles or 
sagebrush leaves. 

Be sure the bag is 


tied shut, and let the 
clothes tumble 15 min- 
utes or more on a gentle 
setting before removing. 

How to Fillet 
A Deer 

When butchering a 
deer or other big-game 
animal, keep a fish fillet 
knife handy. The thin, 
flexible blade works 
much better than a 
hunting or butcher 
knife for deboning meat 
in hard-to-reach places 
or butterflying steaks 
from the backstrap. 


Entice Trout 
With Wax 
Worms 

Wax worms are great 
trout baits. These 
larvae of bee moths 
frequently are sold at 
docks and bait shops in 
trout country. 

Impale three or four 
on a fine-wire hook, and 
leave the ends wiggling 
enticingly. Then squish 
a miniature marshmal- 
low onto your line just 
above the hook. 

The marshmallow 
serves as a float and 


your wax worms will 
now be buoyant and 
visible to hungry trout. 

Whet or 
Dry? 

Contrary to what many 
people believe, you 
shouldn’t put oil or 
water on a whetstone 
when you’re sharpen- 
ing a knife. If you do. 
metal fragments will 
become trapped in the 
liquid, resulting in a 
ragged edge on the 
blade. Always keep 
your whetstone dry. 


Camo for 
Your Stand 

Don’t toss that old artifi- 
cial Christmas tree. Use 
wire cutters to snip off 
some branches so you 
can use them to camou- 
flage your ladder stand. 

Use plastic cable ties 
to attach the branches 
to the platform and lad- 
der. then open them up 
to fill in any gaps. 

Dry When 
You Need It 

A 2-pound coffee can 
makes a terrific toilet- 
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Heated 

Attraction 


The deer scent you use will disperse 
better if it’s warm, rather than cold. 
Here’s a simple way to warm it while on 
your stand. 

♦ Bring a Thermos full of hot coffee or 
cocoa, some plastic cling wrap and a 
heavy rubber band. 

♦ Place a piece of the plastic over the top 
of the opened Thermos and press gently 
in the center to create an indentation. 
♦Secure the plastic wrap with the 
rubber band. 

♦ Now pour a little scent into the 
indentation. 

♦ It will be warmed by the hot liquid 
and dissipate much better, increasing 
its effectiveness. 




Blood 
Trailing 
Made Easy 


A small spray bottle full of hydrogen peroxide 


makes it easier to follow a blood trail on freshly 
fallen leaves. Spray the peroxide and watch for 
foaming, which indicates blood is present. This 
technique becomes especially useful when 
leaves are wet and trailing is difficult. 




Curiosity 
Scent 

One popular homemade deer 
attract ant, long used by Southern 
hunters, is designed to arouse a 
deer’s curiosity. 

♦ Make it by mixing 2 ounces anise 


oil, 1 ounce pure vanilla and 1 table- 
spoon creamy peanut butter. 

♦ Keep it in a small sealed container. 
Dab liberally on a 4 -inch-long strip 
of cloth. 

♦ Hang the cloth over a limb within 
shooting range of your stand. 



paper holder for your 
backcountry camp. 

* Punch a hole in one 
side of the can near the 
bottom. 

* Then punch another 
hole opposite this one. 

* Run some wire or 
cord through these 
holes, and secure the 
can to a tree (with the 
bottom side of the can 
resting against the 
trunk) near the latrine. 

* Put the roll of toilet 
paper in, snap on the 
plastic lid, and the paper 
stays handy yet dry. 


Coat Your 
Weights 

Left unprotected, lead 
decoy weights will oxi- 
dize, leaving stains on 
your hands and decoys 
when handled. 

You can easily pro- 
tect the weights by 
dipping them in some 
of the rubberized plas- 
tic coating often used 
to protect the handles 
of tools such as pliers. 
Just dip each weight 
in the liquid coating, 
allow the excess to drip 
off and set the weight 



aside to dry. No more 
corrosion. One can of 
liquid rubber will cover 
several dozen weights. 



Avoid Steel 
Shot Lock-ups 

When rinsing just- 
dressed waterfowl at 
home or camp, always 
place the birds in the 
side of the kitchen sink 
opposite the garbage 
disposal. Unlike softer 
lead shot, steel-shot 
pellets, especially large 
shot sizes, can wreck 
your disposaL 


Pipe Cleaner 
Uses 

Cleaning a smoker’s 
pipe is just one of many 
uses for pipe cleaners. 
Here are more reasons 
to keep some handy: 

* Wrap a short piece 
around a hook and you 
have a serviceable fish- 
ing lure. 

* Use as a twist tie on 

a bread bag or garbage 
sack. 

♦Thread one through 
two eyelets for an emer- 
gency shoelace. 

♦Clean the gas burners 


and fuel jets on your 
camp stove. 

♦Remove hard-to-reach 
gunk from your gun or 
fishing reel. 

♦ Run through the eyes 
of like-sized sinkers, 
spinners, etc., to keep 
them organized. 

♦Use a pair to securely 
hang a lantern. 

Lure Compart- 
ments 

Use clear, snap-lock 
videotape boxes to 
organize your soft-plas- 
tic lures by color, size 





MAY 2010 n 67 

www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 








Handy 

Dandy 

Worm 

Holder 



Save an empty Pringles potato chip container and two snap- 


on lids to make a perfect worm holder. Use a can opener to 


remove the canister’s bottom, then put a snap-on lid on each 


end. Worms will go to the bottom of an upright container. 


Simply turn the container over when you need bait. 



When a bushytail plays hide- 
and-seek by scurrying from one 
side of the tree to the other, tie a 
red bandanna and a long string 
to a nearby bush. Then go to the 
other side of the tree and shake 
the bush by pulling the string. 
The squirrel will come around to 
your side, so you can get a shot. 




Adjusting 

Open 

Sights 


To sight-in a rifle with open sights, move the rear sight 
in the direction in which you want the bullet to go. Move 
the front sight in the opposite direction. To make the rifle 
shoot higher, raise the rear sight. 

If your sights have to be moved by tapping, use a nylon- 
tipped drift and tap gently so you don’t damage the finish. 




Rod 

Grabber 





So, you dropped your 
rod and reel overboard. 

First, throw out a 
marker buoy to mark 
the spot. Then tie a 
metal fish stringer on a heavy fishing line, open the string- 
er’s snaps and drag it across the bottom. The prongs on the 
snaps should snag your gear if you hit the right spot. 






or style. The boxes are 
transparent, so you can 
quickly find the lures 
you need. 

Splinter 
Remedy 

Before trying to dig 
out a splinter (using a 
heat-sterilized needle 
and tweezers), chill the 
skin around the area 
with a piece of ice or 
an ice pack. This helps 
dull the pain so that 
the sliver can be more 
quickly and easily 
removed. 


Bass /V’ //, ' . 
Combo 

A superbly effective 
combination lure for 
spring black bass is 
a shallow-running 
crankbait or topwater 
plug with a Vie- to Ve- 
ounce jig trailing 3 feet 
behind. 

Remove the plugs 
rear treble hook, and 
hook a snap swivel into 
the empty eye. 

Tie a 3-foot mono 
leader to the swivel. 
Attach the jig directly 
to the mono. 


Fly //// 

Keeper 

Wind can blow your 
favorite dry flies right 
out of a sectioned plas- 
tic box. Prevent this by 
putting strips of mag- 
netic tape in the bottom 
of each section. This 
will hold the hooks 
without mashing or 
breaking hackles. 

Sinker 
Trick 

To make your bait rig 
more alluring, care- 
fully scrape the lead 






sinker with a knife 
blade to expose shiny 
new metal. The added 
sparkle might be just 
what you need to entice 
inactive fish. 



Field-Judging 
Antelope 

A trophy pronghorn 
is generally one with 
horns that are 16 inches 
or longer and 7 inches 
in circumference at 
the base. The prongs 
should be at least 5 
inches in length. 

You can estimate 


horn and prong length 
by comparing their size 
to a mature buck’s ears, 
which average about 6 
inches long. 

You can also use the 
distance from the front 
edge of the horn to the 
end of the nose as an 
indicator. This measure- 
ment averages about 8 
inches. 

If the horn bases 
appear wide from the 
side and fairly thick 
from front or back, they 
should score well in cir- 
cumference points. 
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Looking to take your largemouth fishing 
to the next level? We’ve got the places 
to go, tactics to try, lures to fish and new 
technology to learn that will leave bass pros 
quaking in their boats By the Editors 
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» We never saw it coming. With all the subtlety of an 18-wheeler, 

Manabu Kurita of Japan blew our doors off last fall when he landed a 22-pound 4-ounce 
largemouth bass that tied the 78-year-old world record established by George Perry in a 
backwater south Georgia slough. 

California, Texas, Florida, Cuba, Mexico-those are the way- 
points bass anglers talk about when the subject is world-record 
bucketmouths. But Japan? Japan is the place where fish with ■ 
names like koi and ayu swim ; where cormorants have better 
catch rates than Rapalas; where serving sushi is more common 
than catch-and-release. 

But the International Game Fish Association has put its stamp 
of approval on Kurita's place in the records book (technically 
tied with the Perry bass for all-tackle honors), and it's time to 
move on. So hitch up your Wranglers, grab your gear and fol- 
low us. There's still hope that an even bigger bass is swimming 


where we fish, and all we’ve got to do is throw the right lure in . . ... 

. . . , . . . . ' ^ . .« .-i-i Japanese businessman Akabishi Tesuma enjoyed bass 

the right place at the right time. Once we have the tackle we so much that ^ 1925 he stocked bass ^ Japan . 

need, our destinations plotted and our approaches mapped out, His legacy was realized last year when Manabu Kurita 
we re going fishing. (above) tied George Perry's 78-year-old world record. 



Fish These Five Places 

largemouth bass can be found just about anywhere the water temperature warms into at least the 70s 
during* part of the year, and where there's plenty of available forage. Though bass are not native to every 
country they inhabit nowadays, stocking programs have helped spread them around the globe. The follow- 
ing waters are our initial stops on the bucketmouth trail. 




Lake Biwa, Japan 




This one is a no-brainer. The 165,000-acre lake northeast of Kyoto, 
Japan, gave up the record-tying largemouth bass last year. Manabu Kurita, 
who specializes in lunker bass, caught the fish on a live bluegill. Neither 
bass nor bluegills are native to Japan, but both were stocked in some of 
the country’s waterways beginning in 1925. 

Kurita has caught other monster bass from Lake Biwa, including 
an 18 l / 2 -pounder that hit a big swimbait. Kurita says he has seen other 
20-plus-pound bass in Biwa, too, so expect someone to open a lodge 
catering to American anglers there soon. 

And just in case you think catching the new world-record largemouth 
will bring instant fame and fortune, consider that it’s not really happen- 
ing for Kurita. Maybe it's the bluegill thing, and the fact that not much 
about his feat is marketable to American tackle companies. 



»2 


Presidents 
Lake, AL 


There might be better places to 
look for a world-record bass, but 
you’d be hard-pressed to find a 
lake that holds as many hungry 
lunkers as this one. The 75-acre 
Presidents Lake, as it’s known, 
was built by BASS founder Ray 
Scott and is located near the cen- 
tral Alabama hamlet of Pintlala, 
not far from Montgomery. 

Presidents Bush I and Bush II 
have fished the lake, as have a few 
of the biggest names in bass fish- 
ing. Rick Clunn, widely regard- 
ed as the best bass angler of all 
time, caught his biggest bucket- 
mouth ever here— it weighed 13 
pounds 15 ounces— back in the 
’90s. If you’re interested in fish- J 
ing the Presidents Lake, it will 
cost you $1,950. That includes | 
three nights’ accommodations, 
all meals and two days of fishing 5 
on what is arguably the best little 
bass pond on the planet. 
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Bass Capital? 
Take Your Pick 

Some locales enjoy better fishing than others, and 
tourism promoters want everybody to know about 
it. For example, Crescent City, Florida, bills itself 
as “The Bass Capital of the World," presumably 
because of its proximity to nearby Crescent Lake. 
However, other Florida towns, including Palatka, 
Apopka, Belle Glade and Lake Wales, have staked 
the same claim. Likewise, Lake Okeechobee and 
Lake Walk-in-Water are also called the “Bass 
Capital of the World,” as is the whole of Polk 
County, Florida. 

Elsewhere, Branson and Cape Fair, Missouri, 
and Pine Bluff, Arkansas, maintain that they are 
the “Bass Capital of the World." Eufaula, Alabama, 
has modified its assertion somewhat, noting that 
it is the “Bass Fishing Capital of the World." 



What About 

Montgomery 

Lake? 

The southern Georgia 
lake where George 
Perry caught his world- 
record bucketmouth in 
1932 is best left to the 
past. A modem angler’s 
first reaction upon see- 
ing the lake might be, 
“No way." The heavily 
silted slough off the 
Ocmulgee River is more 
a hangout for gars and 
stumpknockers these 
days, though it still 
looms large in the pan- 
theon of fishingdom. 


yy O Dixon Lake, C A 

%J Japan is a long way to trailer 
a boat, which is why we’d stop in San 
Diego and fish Dixon Lake first. This 
72-acre impoundment produced 
the heaviest largemouth on record, 
though it was never officially recog- 
nized and the angler who caught it, 
Mac Weakley, never applied to the 
IGFA for a record. 

The bass was said to have weighed 
slightly more than 25 pounds (a num- 
ber of people witnessed the weigh- 
in), but the scales weren’t certified, 
the fish was unintentionally foul- 
hooked, its length and girth weren’t 
recorded and, finally, it was released. 
“Dottie,” as the bass became known, 
has since gone to that Big Lake in the 
Sky. She weighed 19 pounds when a 
lake supervisor found her floating 
belly-up near the shoreline. 


HONORABLE MENTION 

Spring Lake, CA 

Combine Florida bass, stocked firt- 
gerling trout and an environment in 
which there’s practically no end to 
the growing season, and you have 
something that approaches Spring 
Lake. It was here, back in 1997, that a 
local fisherman named Paul Duclos 
caught and released a humongous 
24-pound bass that made headlines 
from coast to coast. 


»4 


Lake Fork, TX 

Although other Texas lakes, 
such as Conroe, Choke Canyon and 
Amistad, occasionally grab the head- 
lines, Lake Fork still chugs along and 
produces more lunker bass than any 
other in the Lone Star State. The 
state record, which weighed a tad 
over 18 pounds, w as caught there in 
1992, and a bunch of Lake Fork bass 
are stacked in behind it. 

Thirty-five of the top 50 Texas bass 
hail from this 27,000-acre Sabine River 
impoundment northeast of Dallas. 
Before Florida bass were stocked 
in Texas lakes, the state record was 
about 13 Vi pounds. Bass that size are 
almost routine at Lake Fork. 


yy l Castaic Lake, CA 

Take Dixon out of the mix, 
and you have to like the odds that this 
2,230-acre lake north of Los Angeles 
will produce the next world-record 
bucketmouth. Six of the 11 biggest 
largemouths on record were caught 
from the impoundment. 

Book a March trip if you’re going 
to Castaic. On March 12, 1991, Bob 
Crupi caught and released a fish that 
was said to have weighed 22 pounds 
I /2 ounce. That catch came a week after 
Michael Arujo boated a 21-pound 
12-ounce lunker that California rec- 
ognizes as its current state record. 
And on March 9, 2000, Crupi boated 
a 20-pound bounce bass. 



MAY 2010 II 71 

www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 







State Bass Records 


In case you don’t get to fish any of our dream destinations this year, you might try 
waters closer to home. Below are the targets to shoot for. These are the current large- 
mouth bass records for every state except Alaska. Most of these waters are public. 


State 

Weight 

Angler 

Place 

Year 

Alabama 

1 161b.-8oz. 

Thomas M. Burgin 

Mountain View Lake 

1987 

Arizona 

1 16-8 

w 

Randall E. White 

Canyon Lake 

1997 

Arkansas 

1 16-4 

Aaron Madris 

Mallard Lake 

1976 

California 

1 21-12 

Michael Arujo 

Castaic Lake 

1991 

Colorado 

I 11 6 

Jarrett Edwards 

Echo Canyon Reservoir 

1997 

Connecticut 

1 12-14 

Frank Domurat 

Mashapaug Lake 

■ 

1961 

Delaware 

I 10-5 

Tony Kaczmarczyk 

Andrews Lake 

1980 

Florida 

| ' 20’ 

Frederick Friebel 

' fP* ••• • ' mm W ff V| W * wVV ** • 1 

Big Fish Lake 

1923 

1 1 17-4 

Billy M. O’Berry 

Unnamed Lake 

1986 

Georgia 

1 22-4" 

George Perry 

Montgomery Lake 

1932 

Hawaii 

| 9-10 

Dickie Broyles 

Waita Reservoir 

1992 

Idaho 

1 10-15 

M.W. Taylor 

Anderson Lake 

Prior 
to 1962 

Illinois 

| 13-1 

Edward J. Walbel 

Stone Quarry Lake 

1976 

Indiana 

■ 

1 14-12 

•* • 1 

Jenifer Schultz 

*• ••• M* 1 • 9V I* *MI 

Private Lake 

1991 

Iowa 

I 10-12 

Patricia Zaerr 

Lake Fisher 

1984 

Kansas 

1 11-12 

9 * IIP* • • • f | 

Tyson Hallam 

Private Pit Lake 

• .ii . . . , 

2008 

Kentucky 

I 13-10 

Dale Wilson 

Wood Creek Lake 

1984 

Louisiana 

1 15-15 

i rr-» . >»?r» i >»im 

Greg Wiggins 

Caney Lake 

1994 

Maine 

I 11 10 

Robert Kamp 

Moose Pond 

1968 

Maryland 

1 11-2 

Rodney L. Cockrell 

Farm Pond 

I >■ ■■•«-■»«■# - .. ■ ■■ ■ 4* ttllr 1 

1983 

Massachusetts 

1 15-8 

Walter Bolonis 

Sampson’s Pond 

1975 

Michigan 

1 11-15 

William J. Maloney 
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Big Pine Island Lake 

1934 

(tie) 

I 11-15 

Jack Rorex 

Alcona Dam Pond 

1959 

Minnesota 

I 815 

— • * '•» ’• • • •• • 1 • * - • *• 1 • M 

Mark Raveling 

Auburn Lake 

2005 

Mississippi 

I 18-15 

Anthony Denny 

Natchez State Park Lake 

1992 

Missouri 

1 13-14 

Marvin Bushong 

Bull Shoals Lake 

• 

1961 

. . 

Montana 

I 8-6 

Adam Nelson 

Many Lakes 

1999 

Nebraska 

I 10-11 

Paul Abegglen Sr. 
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Sandpit 
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1965 

Nevada 

I 12-0 

Michael Geary 

Lake Mead 

1999 

New Hampshire 

1 10-8 
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G. Bulipitt 

Lake Potanipo 

1967 

New Jersey 

I 10-14 

Robert A. Eisele 

Menantico Sand Wash Pond 

1980 

New Mexico 

I 15-13 

Steve Estrada 

w •« • M 'ff* 9V ' * !■ •••**• - Pff 1 

Bill Evans Lake 

\ m ^ ■ ■ ■ i 

1995 

New York 

I 11-4 

John L. Higbie 

Buckhom Lake 

1987 

North Carolina 

1 15-14 

William H. Wofford 

Farm Pond 

1991 

North Dakota 

I 87 

Leon Rixen 

Nelson Lake 

1983 

Ohio 

1 13-2 

Roy Landsberger 

•Iff * • * •••• • 1 ff ' ff** * ff • * Pff** •••• - ffpifii ffiwffi 

Farm Pond 

1976 

. illMH 1* 

Oklahoma 

I 14-11 

William Cross 

Broken Bow Lake 

1999 

Oregon 

1 12-1 
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Adam Hastings 

1 l« MPMlrr t» ft !•!-••!. •*•!?*■• iff?* tff» -•«!?* -•Mf»’l|fPf fMMMffMf * *?f ir*Mf * 1 

Ballenger Pond 

2002 

Pennsylvania 

| 11-3 

Donald Shade 

Birch Run Reservoir 

1983 

Rhode Island 

1 10-6 

Nicolas Finamore 

Carbuncle Pond 

1991 

South Carolina 

I 16-2 

Paul H. Flanagan 

Lake Marion 

1949 

(tie) 

1 16-2 

Mason Cummings 

Aiken Co. Pond 

1993 

00i 

South Dakota 

1 93 

Richard Viereck 

Hudson Gravel Pit 

1999 

Tennessee 

I 14-8 

J. “Louge” Barnett 
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Sugar Creek 
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1954 

Texas 

I 18-2 

Barry St. Clair 

Lake Fork 

1992 

Utah 

1 10-2 

r •••• ft •!•?• ( 

Sam Lamanna 

Lake Powell 

... . , .. 

1974 

Vermont 

I 10-4 

Tony Gale 

Lake Dunmore 

1988 

Virginia 

I 16-4 

Richard Tate 

Lake Conner 

i • • • • 

1985 

Washington 

I 11-9 

Carl Pruitt 

Banks Lake 

1977 

West Virginia 

1 125 

David W. Heeter 

Pond 

1994 

Wisconsin 

| 11-3 

Robert Miklowski 

Lake Ripley 

1940 

Wyoming 

| 7-14 

Dustin Shorma 
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Stock Pond 

1992 


"Unofficial state record ""Tied for world record 


Three Anglers 

We’d Like to 
Share a Boat With 

Eli 

Manning 

Though he didn’t 
lead his team to 
the Super Bowl 
this year. Eli 
Manning of the 
New York Giants is a Pro Bowler 
when it comes to fishing. As 
he proved during a “Battle of 
the Gridiron Stars” segment on 
ESPN a while back, the younger 
Manning brother is none too 
shabby on the water. 

Maybe he learned more than 
football when he attended the 
University of Mississippi. Big 
brother Peyton has appeared 
in more championship games 
than Eli, but we’d bet Eli could 
fish circles around the elder 
Manning and the rest of the 
Colts put together. 

Bill Dance 

Some guys from 
Memphis sing 
for a living, 
some fish. Bill 
Dance does his 
entertaining on 
the water, and 

millions of fans are glad of it. 
Small wonder that this affable 
Tennessean has had the top 
fishing show on television for 
so many years. Not only is he a 
great angler, but he makes you 
believe he would give you the 
first cast at the best spots. 





Jane 
Seymour 

“I really believe 
that fishing is an 
excellent way for 
families to spend 
time together. I 
know it's had a 
positive effect 
on my family, and I wouldn’t 
trade anything for the time I 
spend with my husband and 
children fishing and boating,” 
says actress Jane Seymour. Can 
there be any classier outdoor 
lady than Dr. Quinn, Medicine 
Woman? We don’t think so. After 
all, who wouldn't want a genu- 
ine Bond Girl [Live and Let Die, 
1973) in the bow seat when the 
fish begin to hit? 
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Alamy.com (Manning. Seymour), 
courtesy Bill Dance (Dance) 





Illustrations: Chris Armstrong: photos: Justin Appenzeller 


Stock Up the Fish Box 

Check the lineup of lures the pros use to catch most of 
their winning stringers in tournaments, and you might 
agree that it's more notable for what isn't listed than for 
what is. Topwater lures don’t make the cut, for example, 
nor do “finesse baits" or the giant swimbaits that the guys 
in California and Texas sometimes use to catch monster 
bass. Sure, those lure types produce plenty of bucket- 
mouths, but they’re typically not the choices of first resort. 

Who knows what the most popular lures of 2010 will be? 
We’ve got a hunch that, although the brand names might 
be different, the basic lure types will be the same. What we 
do know is that the lures featured here were used to win 
tournaments, based on the results from recent FLW Tour 
and Bassmaster Elite Series events. It’s a cinch that the 
Strike King Red Eye Shad that Kevin Van Dam used to win 
the Bassmaster Classic will make the list next year. 



1 



A 






» Crankbaits 

Strike King Series 6, Rapala 
DT Series; Norman DD22; 
Bomber Fat Free Shad; Lucky 
Craft Big Daddy Strike 3 


» Jerkbaits 

Lucky Craft DD Pointer 
Minnow; Smithwick Rogue 


» Swimbaits 


Aaron Martens Scrounger 
Head; Osprey Talon; Lake 
Fork Live Magic Shad 



» Topwaters 

XCalibur Zell Pop 


» Spinnerbaits 

Strike King Premier Pro 
Model 


» Jigs 


Strike King Bitsy Bug; 
Football Jig 



.08 
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» Soft-Plastics 

Gambler Cane Toad; Berkley 
PowerBait Crazy Legs 
Chigger Craw, Mullet, Ripple 
Shad, Slim Shaky Worm; 
Lake Fork Baby Hyperfreak; 
YUM Dinger, Big Show Craw, 
Houdini Worm; Zoom Ultra 
Vibe Speed Craw, Zoom Ole 
Monster Worm, Zoom Trick 
Worm; Strike King Rodent. 
Rage Tail Lizard, Baby Rage 
Craw, 3X Centipede, Coffee 
Tube, KVD Pro-Model Tube: 
Yamamoto Senko 


Tie These Knots 


Your lure is only as good as the knot that attaches 
it to your line. Here are three trusty twists 



STRONG 


M 

STRONGER 


W 

STRONGEST 


Improved Clinch Knot 

(l)Pass the line end through 
the hook-eye. ( 2 ) Wrap 5 times 
around the standing line. Pass tag 
end back through the small loop 
and also through the large loop. 
( 3 ) Tighten and trim carefully. 


Palomar Knot 

(1) Double the end of the line and 
pass loop through the hook-eye. 

( 2 ) Double the loop back, then 
make an overhand knot around 
the standing line. Pass hook back 
through loop. ( 3 ) Pull standing line. 


San Diego Jam Knot 

(1) Pass the main line through the 
hook/lure eye. ( 2 ) Wrap tag end 
around the doubled main line 5 
times and pass through the loop 
at the eye. ( 3 ) Pass tag end through 
the main line loop and cinch. 
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» The Mad Dash Loaded 

with multifunction gauges, a 
tinted windscreen and tilt steering 
the Z-9 console is more ’Vette than 
boat. Among the features are an in 
dash Lowrance HDS-7 fish finder 
with GPS chart plotter. 


» Room With a 

View In all, the Z-9 mea- 
sures 20 feet 9 inches long and 
a full 8 feet wide -and comes 
with a custom-matched trailer. 


» stowaways Huge 

auto -illuminated storage areas 
include under-lid lure holders 
and organizers. When closed, 
the lids become casting decks 
that are bigger than most 
New York apartments. 



|JfwJ 

T 


T 
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» Power Play The Mercury 250 Pro XS 

OptiMax will get you to a hot spot before the other 
guys have even left the boat ramp, with a top-end 
speed of more than 70 mph. WARNING: Do not wear 
your fishing hat when the motor’s running. 








» Bring ’Em Back 

Alive Advanced livewell 
systems mean nothing is lost 
at weigh-in. The Z-9 features 
two 20-gallon livewells. 

p « 
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A Look Aside 


At its most basic 
level, fishing for a 
big bass is all about 
rigging and using the 
right lure, presenting 
it in the right man- 
ner and fishing it in 
the right place. Of 
course, it’s that last 
part— knowing where 
there are bass to be 
caught-that baffles 
most of us. You can't 
see under water... or 
can you? With the 
new side- scanning 
sonar technology 
available, it’s possible 
to survey all water within casting distance and pinpoir 
the location of any bass that you want to go after. 

Being able to look underwater to either side of your 
boat is a huge advantage. That's what side-scanning 
sonar will do for you. It’s a real time-saver, especially 
when you team it with downward-scanning sonar. And ; 
of course, the top-end units have GPS, so you can mark 
any potential fishing holes for future reference. 

It’s possible to locate literally all the bucketmouths 
within casting distance of your boat. Just as important, 
it also shows you where not to fish. Here are a few 
places to put this amazing new technology to good use 


Humminbird 1197c 


Lowrance LSS-1 


» Isolated pieces of cover along a shoreline, or around 
underwater humps and ledges 
» Junctures where two types of cover meet and over- 
lap, such as fallen trees within weed beds 
» Gaps or openings in weed lines or places where the 
weed line tapers down to an underwater point 
» Brush piles that accumulate at the upriver ends of 
submerged islands, or in front of and under docks 
» Riprap banks where the rock extends into the water 
in uneven deposits 

The latest side-scan units made by Humminbird and 
Lowrance provide detailed coverage of everything to 
either side of a boat and, in the case of Lowrance’s new 
DownScan feature, even under a boat. Compared with 
conventional downward-scanning sonar, side-scan is 
expensive. Humminbird’s largest Side Imaging model, 
the 1197c (10.4-inch screen), retails for about $3,000 
(humminbirdcom). The 997c (8-inch screen) sells for 
about $2,100, and the 798ci (5-inch screen) sells for about 
$1,100. Lowrance's receiver module (LSS-1, about $600; 
lowrance.com) incorporates both SideScan and DownScan 
modes and ranges from about $600 to $2,000. 
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Learn These Techniques 



Flipping: (1) Let out the length of line you intend to use for your cast, then 
grasp line with your left hand. Swing the lure back, toward you, and in one fast 
motion, flip (2) in the direction of your target. (3) Release line and lower rod tip. 



Pitching: (1) With the reel in free spool , let out a rod’s length of line, holding the 
lure in your free hand. (2) Dip the rod tip toward the water and snap it at your 
target while letting go of the lure. The lure should fall silently into the cover. 


WHILE IT’S LIKELY THAT CASTING lures tO 

bass will always be the most common- 
ly used technique, pitching and flip- 
ping won a lot of money in bass tourna- 
ments last year. That's the conclusion 
of BassFan.com, the website devoted 
to all things tournament. Who are we 
to argue? You figure the guys who rely 
on their fishing skills for a living know 
how to put a bait in front of a bucket- 
mouth, and pitching and flipping are 
the ways to go. 

Willie Sutton was once asked why he 
robbed banks. “Because that’s where the 
money is,” he answered. We might say the 
same thing about why pro fishermen are so 
hung up with fishing heavy cover such as 
flooded weeds and woods: because that’s 
where the bass are. And the way to get to 
them is to pitch or flip jigs or soft-plastics. 

Based on its most recent survey of presen- 
tations and techniques used to win major 
tournaments in the FLW Tour and the Bass- 
master Elite Series, flipping and pitching accounted for 
first-place showings 21.2 percent of the time. They were 
also the primary techniques used by second- through fifth- 
place fishermen 18.2 percent of the time in pro competition. 


BassFan’s survey found that flipping and pitching were the 
most productive techniques in March and April, and again 
in July and August. Cranking lipped or lipless crankbaits 
was used by winners in 15.2 percent of the tournaments. 





Gear to Get 


To watch Tommy Biffle pitch a soft-plastic to 
flooded cover, or Denny Brauer take apart a dock 
with his flipping technique, is to watch a crafts- 
man at work. 

Biffle. of Oklahoma, and Brauer. of Missouri, 
are veteran pros and considered by many to be 
the masters of pitching and flipping, respectively. 

Tommy Biffle’s Pitching Gear: A 7 Vrfoot 


medium-heavy Quantum Signature Series Rod, 
Quantum Tour Edition bait-caster (7:1 gear ratio) 
and 25-pound-test Sunline Shooter fluorocarbon. 

Denny Brauer’s Flipping Gear: A 7 ^-foot 
medium-heavy Rodsmith Signature Series Perfect 
Flipping Stick and an Ardent F700 Signature 
Series flipping and pitching bait-casting reel. 
Brauer prefers to use a 2 5-pound- test Seaguar 
fluorocarbon in clear water and 60-pound-test 
braid in dingy water. 


Read Sign 

The best fishermen don’t just 
fish; they interpret what they 
see and hear around them. 

Here are some of the visible 
and audible signs that might 
help you catch more bass. 

» Lots of shorebirds, such 
as heron and egrets, suggests plenty of bait- 
fish. Find the birds and you’ll find the fish. 

» When current is running, an isolated eddy 
near the surface means there’s some type of 



cover that might be holding a bucketmouth. 

» Schools of shad along the shoreline of a cove 
in spring indicate that they’re spawning and 
attracting bass. 

» Minnows showering up from the water are 
a sure sign that bass are attacking them from 
below. 

» Sudden bulges in the water here and there 
under aquatic weeds signal the presence of 
feeding bass. 

» Wind-caused ripples that end in still water 
mark structure such as a drop-off or sub- 
merged weed bed— such borders hold bass. 


More 

Online! 

From the Bob 
Crupi 22-plus- 
pound fish to 
Paul Duclos’ 
Spring Lake 
24-pounder 
to Manabu 
Kurita’s new 
world record, 
see history’s 
best bass at 

outdoorlife 

.com/best 

bassever 
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Illustrations: Chris Armstrong: photos: David J. Sams/Windigoimages.com (rods). iStock (heron) 
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A family wilderness getaway 
is fun and easy if you plan well 

BY TODD SMITH 

ACCORDING TO THE OUTDOOR INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION, 

more than 39 million people (that’s 14 percent 
of the entire U.S. population) went camping in 
2008. That number is expected to keep growing 
as families continue to be mindful of how they 
spend their vacation dollars in 2010. 
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However, the questions I’ve heard 
from so many people (including my 
wife) are: Where do I begin? And what 
kind of gear do I need? 

I’ve been backpacking since I was a 
kid. My trips— first with the Boy Scouts, 
then later, as an adult— seemed stu- 
pidly easy. You picked a place and you 
went. However, when my 15 -year- old 
daughter asked if I’d take our family on 
a backpacking vacation last year, I sud- 
denly realized that it takes a little more 
planning (and purchasing) to get a fam- 
ily of four down the trail. The lessons I 
learned, however, will hopefully make 
your planning that much easier. And 
the payoff, as they say, is priceless. 


Pick a Perfect Place 

I started by asking just about everyone 
I knew who backpacked where they 
would recommend we go. I explained 
that although we’d done a lot of car 
camping, this would be my family’s 
first backpack trip. I wanted something- 
suitable for beginners, not the Pacific 
Crest Trail. On the advice of a friend, 
we chose the hike in to Russell Pond 
in Maine’s Baxter State Park. 

The hike, according to my source, 
would be easy (read: flat). It finished 
at a lovely lake where we would 
camp, something that fulfilled my 
requirement that we have a special 
destination to hike to. Jumping on 


Finding a nice place to take a break, with 
a view and ready water source, is always 
a plus. Note the red bandannas, which are 
treated with Insect Shield to thwart bugs. 

the Baxter website, we even learned 
that there would be canoes available 
to rent once we got there. Flyfishing 
for native brook trout would also be 
possible. And since camping permits 
were by reservation only, we wouldn’t 
be bumping into a lot of people along 
the way. 

The Baxter folks were very nice 
and well organized. However, we also 
discovered that if you’re planning on 
doing a hike that requires reservations, 
you need to start early. Weekends fill 
up fast, and forget about July Fourth or 
Labor Day. Fortunately, we found sev- 
eral weekday openings for the site we 
wanted, so it worked out fine, but you 
should definitely book early. 

What to Bring 

Outfitting the family was really fun. 
Everyone already had good raingear, 
except my wife. But a quick purchase 
from Cloudveil had her outfitted in a 
lightweight shell and pants. 

We have a whole bunch of sleeping- 
bags, so I just tried to concentrate on 
bringing my lightest models to save 
weight. 

Most of the backpacking items you’ll 
need can be easily purchased online 
(REI, EMS, Campmor, Cabela’s and 
Bass Pro Shop are all good sources). 
SierraTradingPost.com also offers 
great discounts on many items. But for 
boots and packs, visit your local back- 
packing store. 



Tents, Packs & Pads 

We took two 4-season tents with us— when the rains came 
hammering down our first night away, we stayed nice and 
dry. In foreground: Hilleberg Kaitum 2 tent with Osprey Ace 
48 (red) and Gregory Deva packs. In background: Hilleberg 
Allak tent with Arc’Teryx Altra 65 (copper) and Gregory Jade 
packs. There are many lightweight alternatives available 
from Black Diamond, MSR, Go-Lite, Kelty, Eureka and others. 
See our tent test at outdoorlife.com/photos/gallery/gear/ 
camping/2009/07/best-new-tents for more models. 

A good sleeping pad is a must. Excellent lightweight 
choices are available from Thermarest and Big Agnes. 
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You are only over-equipped 
if you never do anything. 




It's a big world, and those who tackle it need tools. Sleek, yet packed with 
functionality, the Strata v delivers spring action pliers, carbide cutters and 
13 fully locking outboard components. Guaranteed to get you into trouble. 


And out of it. 









Fit Comes First 

There is nothing worse than getting 
blisters two miles down the trail. Boots 
that fit are a must, and the only way you 
can be sure they really fit is to try them 
on. You’ll be surprised at the way differ- 
ent models feel. And try them on with 
a good wicking sock— the same kind 
you’ll be hiking in. 

Women’s feet are narrower, so you 
need to take that into consideration. 
Lowa’s Lady GTX boots fit my wife’s 
feet well. For my daughter, we went 
with a pair of Salomons from EMS. For 
my son, whose feet are still growing, 
we purchased a pair of Merrells at our 
local backpacking shop that were on 
sale, since he’ll like get only a single 
season’s use out of them. 

Packs need to be fit the same way. We 
spent a lot of time at REI with a very 
helpful salesperson who took all of our 
measurements. The girls both found 
that the Deva and Jade from Gregory 
(designed specifically for women) fit 
them best. (Gregory also has a great 
tutorial on how to fit a backpack. Go 
to gregorypacks.com/technology/ 
philosophy for illustrated steps.) 

My son used the Osprey Ace 48 we 
had gotten him for Scouts the year 
before, and I used Arc’Teryx’s new 
Altra 65, which has a comfortable swiv- 
el bellyband system. The important 
thing was that all of our packs fit us 
really well. 


Stoves and Cook Kits 

We took a lightweight Brunton Bantam 
and my tried-and-true Coleman Peak 1. 
Both are lightweight, run on white gas 
and are extremely efficient. It’s also 
nice to have redundancy. We used two 
2-person cook kits from GST Outdoors 
and MSR. Both were very lightweight 
and have excellent nesting pots and 
cups. If I had to do it over again, howev- 
er, I’d probably go with a single 4-per- 
son cookset, as all of our meals were 
one-pot anyway, and it would have 
made cooking for four easier. 

One absolute must, for my family 
at least, is GSI’s Javapress. We also 
found an 8-cup enamel coffee pot (from 
Cabela’s) handy for boiling water in 
a hurry. 


Water 

Practically anywhere you 
go, you’re going to need 
to purify your water. We 
used two systems. The 
first was a Platypus 
Clean Stream grav- 
ity filter (from Cascade 
Designs). It’s easy to use 
and purifies 4 liters of 
water in about 2 minutes 
without any pumping. 

To make doubly sure 
(and to fill water bottles 
along the trail), we also 
used a Steripen Journey 
LCD Water Purifier. 

This device uses ultravio- 
let light to destroy nasty 
microbes. Just hold it in 
your water bottle, click 
it on and stir. The LCD 
screen gives you a happy 
face when your water’s 
ready to drink. It’s fast 
and easy. 



Bug Repellents 

We used several different bug-thwart- 
ing products. The girls both wore shirts 
that had been treated with Insect Shield 
(insectshield.com), and all of us used 
bandannas that had also been treated. 
This stuff really works. It’s an odorless 
anti-insect treatment that’s built into 
dozens of garments and other gear. 

The other items I took (and I would 
never go anywhere again without 
them) were two portable insect-repel- 
lent appliances from Thermacell (avail- 
able at Cabela’s, Bass Pro and the big- 
box stores). These are lightweight, and 
with two you can keep an entire camp- 
site practically bug-free. Finally, Ben’s 
100. Yes, I know, DEET is frowned on in 
some circles, but this stuff really works— 
especially when you’re on the trail. 

Don’t Overdo It 

My last piece of advice is to take it 
easy on your first trip. While our hike 
looked easy on paper (my source told 
me we’d do it in about four hours), I 
should have known better when I saw 


the mileage estimate to the campsite 
at 8 miles one way and 9 the other. I 
also noted there would be two river 
crossings going in. 

Turns out the first crossing was 
pretty easy, but the second portage, 
which was made late in the day when 
everybody was getting tired, was 
tough. We lost flip-flops (definitely 
not a good footwear choice on stream 
crossings— Crocs, with a strap, work 
much better) and soaked our bottoms, 
but we made it and even managed to 
keep our packs dry. 

On the plus side, our campsite was 
gorgeous. We had plenty of room to 
ourselves. The view of the lake was 
fantastic, and the canoeing (for $1 an 
hour on the honor system), fishing 
and wildlife viewing were incredi- 
ble. We even had a moose walk right 
through our camp. 

Our kids had a blast on the trip and 
my wife said that she’d do it again, 
so we’re already planning a camp- 
ing adventure in the Adirondacks for 
this summer. 
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Check out our supremely 
comfortable sleeping bags 
at marmot.com. 


Athlete: Beth Rodden 
Location: Lofoten, Norway 
Photo: Ace Kvale 
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Lightweight cook kits make meal prep easy by the editors 



MSR Quick 2 
System 


Snow Peak 
Multi-Compact 


Pinnacle 

Backpacker 


Coleman Family 
Cook Set 


$100; cascadedesigns.com 
MATERIAL: Non-Stick 
uncoated aluminum 
WEIGHT: 28 OZ. 

includes: 1.5-liter nonstick 
DuraLite DX pot, 2.5-liter 
hard-anodized pot, strainer 
lid, DeepDish plates, insu- 
lated stainless-steel mugs, 
Talon pot handle. 
COMMENTS: Well designed; 
nicest cups anywhere. Our 
favorite of the four. 


$30; snowpeak.com 
material: Aluminum 

WEIGHT: 171 OZ. 

INCLUDES: Large 32-oz. pot/ 
lid; small 23-oz. pot/lid. Lids 
can serve as frying pans. 
comments: The bare essen- 
tials here, but enough to 
get you through a rugged 
weekend. Folding handles 
make nesting easy, and 
the kits fit in a mesh bag 
for quick drying. 


$80; gsioutdoors.com 
material: Non-stick coated 
| aluminum 

WEIGHT: 279 OZ. 

includes: 2-liter pot. 8-inch 
frypan, strainer lid, 14 fl. 
oz. insulated mugs, 14 fl. oz. 
bowls, Sip-It tops, folding 
I pot gripper 

comments: Teflon coating 
makes clean-ups a breeze; 
the Pinnacle Backpacker is 
even dishwasher-safe. 


$35; coleman.com 
material: Non-stick coated 
hard steel 
WEIGHT: 6.9 lbs. 

includes: 6.5-quart kettle 
and 2-quart saucepan, 
interchangeable skillet/ 
kettle lid with draining 
slits. 10 inch skillet 
comments: Heavier than 
other kits, but ergonomical- 
ly designed flip-top handles 
are convenient for packing. 
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IN NEBRASKA, YOU CAN RECAPTURE 

the magic of road trips past. Experience 
history, outdoor adventure, natural beauty, 
and so much more ... all at Fort Robinson. 
So what are you waiting for? 


possibilities...endless 
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Nebraska Department of Economic Development's Travel and Tourism Division 



TRAIL GOURMET 


Blueberry Pancakes 

An old friend gave me this recipe 
for pancakes years ago. It’s still 
the best I’ve found. —T. S. 

Sift together: 

* 1 cup flour 

* Vi Tbs. baking soda 

* 2 A Tbs. baking powder 

* 1 Tbs. sugar 

Blend together: 

*1 egg 

* 1 cup buttermilk 
*2 Tbs. melted butter 

* Add blueberries to taste 
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Todd Smith [blueberries) 




















V i 


> 

A 



V* 


’.VJk 

9 






i 


+4 






V . V 




kV 



% 







Always have to urinate 
at all the wrong times? 

Revolutionary new drug-free formula for men helps you regain your 
youthful prostate function so you'll urinate less often and boost 


your quality of life sky high! 


A re you a man who constantly needs to urinate? Do you have 
trouble starting your stream? Do you have to get up once or 
more during the night to urinate? Are your male urination 
problems ruining your quality of life? If you suffer with these types of 
prostate problems, don't give up hope because now there's good 
news! Introducing Prostalex Plus, the amazing new all-natural supple- 
ment for men that helps solve your urination problems, improve 
prostate function, and boost prostate health so you won't need to 
urinate as often, you'll enhance urination function, and you'll finally 
be able to sleep through the night without any trips to the 
bathroom! 


"I used to get up more than 6 times a night. Now I don't have to get up 
even once!" — Michael P. 

“I almost had to quit my job as a truck driver, but now I can go for hours 
and hours without having to look for a bathroom." — Larry D. 

" All my urination problems — urgency, frequency, low flow, 
dribble — they're totally gone now!" — Jonathan 5 . 

If you want to regain your youthful prostate function, stop having to 
urinate all the time, and enjoy night after night of uninterrupted 
sleep, Prostalex Plus is perfect for you. 


Powerful new formula helps end your urination problems 

The amazing new Prostalex Plus drug-free supplement has been 
scientifically formulated to reduce your need to urinate by combat- 
ing the natural growth of your prostate, which occurs naturally as you 
age and is the cause of most urination problems in men. Containing 
rare, high-potency, all-natural ingredients, the Prostalex Plus formula 
is unique because it not only stops your constant need to urinate, it 
helps improve your ability to urinate (so you'll no longer have trouble 
getting your stream to start), and it helps you maintain a healthy 
prostate.That means, with Prostalex Plus you can enjoy the freedom 
of not having to search out a men's room wherever you go, enjoy the 
luxury of uninterrupted sleep, and enjoy the peace of mind that goes 
along with having a healthy, youthful, optimally-functioning 
prostate. 



Risk-Free Trial 





Call toll-free now for your risk-free trial of Prostalex Plus! 

Contact your doctor or call the company directly toll-free now and 
you can get a risk-free trial of Prostalex Plus (sent to you in plain, 
discreet packaging). That way you can see for yourself how effective 
and powerful the Prostalex Plus formula really is! Call toll-free now at 
1 - 800 - 543 - 0628 . 


Countless men are raving about Prostalex Plus 

Prostalex Plus is the safe, private, all-natural solution that's giving 
men the results they want without drugs, surgery, or side effects. Just 
listen to what some of our satisfied customers are saying about 
Prostalex Plus: 


Call now for your risk-free trial: 

1 - 800 - 543-0628 


Also available at these fine stores: 


WCL&JX£&C± 



These statements have not been evaluated by the bod & Drug Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. 
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BASICS 



Try these ultra-light options in the backcountry this summer 



1. BASE LAYER Grab 
a PHASE AR crew shirt 
from Arc’Teryx on the 
days when you need 
an athletic-weight layer. 
($65; arcteryx.com ) 

2. MID-LAYER Under 
Armour’s Base 2.0 top 
is the company’s most 
relaxed fit and also 
has scent suppres- 
sion technology. ($40; 
underarmour.com ) 

3. SHELL Cloudveil’s 
hardshell Doublet 
Jacket provides great 
storm protection. 

($250; cloudveil.com) 

4. BOTTOMS Simms 
Superlight Zip-Off 
pants can be worn as 
long pants or shorts. 
($80; simms.com) 

5. ROD AND REEL 

White River Fly Shop’s 
graphite spin/fly travel 
combo lets you switch 
from fly rod to spinning 
rod. ($90; basspro.com) 

6. BOOTS LOWA makes 
a whole line of hiking 
boots with Gore-Tex. 
The Khumbu GTX are 
great for summer treks. 
($245; lowaboots.com) 

7. HEADGEAR A clas- 
sic camping bandanna, 
but with modem Insect 
Shield bug-repellent 
technology. ($12; insect 
shield.com ) 

AND DON’T FORGET... 

8. Drymax socks 
($10-$20; drymaxcom); 

9. Energy bars ($3: 
theprobar.com ); 10 . 
Bolle’s Venom shades 
($60; bolle.com). 11 . 
Bruntoris Helios 
Stormproof lighter ($85; 
brunton.com); 12. Petzl’s 
Tikka Plus headlamp 
($40; petzl.com); 13. 
SOG’s Micro ToolClip 
($20; sogknives.com }, 

14. Thermacell’s bug- 
repellent appliance ($25; 
mosquitorepellent.com ) 


EA8 II OUTDOOR LIFE I 
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Finally, new discovery for quiet relief! 



A breakthrough by a rock drummer finds com- 
bination of scientifically advanced ingredients 
combined with homeopathy to relieve the 
ringing / which could save thousands from 
risky and expensive treatments. 

E very night for almost 18 years, if I couldn’t find a 
fan, turn on a tv or find loud static from a vacant 
radio station, then sleeping was impossible. The high- 
pitched ringing, buzzing and humming kept me up at 
night. Sluggishness, tiredness and lost energy would be 
my nemesis the next day. I couldn’t take it - it was a 
major problem. I couldn’t sleep. I couldn’t concentrate. 
I heard it constantly, 1 couldn’t hide from it... It drove 
me nuts! Headaches, depressive mood swings, testincss, 
constant state of anxiety. Due to the tenacity of Tinnitus 
(the ringing in the ears from exposure to loud noises, or 
in my case, pounding on drums and loud distorted guitar 
amps behind my head for years), I was determined to 
find real, pure, silent relief and I did with Quietus™. . . 

Tinnitus - Who's at RISK? 


• Carpentry & Construction 

• Mining, Drilling & Farming 

• Firearms Enthusiasts 

• Residential Landscapers 


• iPod Users 

• Machine Operators 

• Night Club Workers 

• Musicians 


The symptoms of Tinnitus are real. 1 had what 1 out of 6 
Americans get: the symptoms associated with Tinnitus 
(ti-nahy-tuh s) from loud noises that worsen as you age, 
and in many cases lead to hearing loss. 



Silence is now music to my ears. 


I tried everything from hearing aid sound generators to 
ginkgo biloba, zinc and magnesium mineral doses to 
bio feedback. Some of these things helped reduce the 
ringing, but nothing worked short of expensive, risky 
surgery. Not until I discovered the active all-natural ingre- 
dients of my new homeopathic product Quietus, did my 
prolonged ear ringing finally silence. 


" RELIEVE the ringing, CALM the hissing. 
Let peace & mental clarity begin." 

Just one small tab twice a day unleashes an exclusive 
proprietary blend of ingredients, including the same 
select herbs FDA compliant as Homeopathic Pharma- 
copoeia of the US. Quietus uses scientifically advanced 
homeopathic technology that supports the body’s own 
healing mechanism that cancels out symptoms such as 
roaring, buzzing & whizzing, and supports healthy 
functioning in the inner ear. . .safely & naturally. 

The Choice is Clear for Quiet Relief 
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Safe 
No Doctors 
Fast- Acting 
Effective 
Convenient 

Money-Back 
Guarantee 

No other treatment that I know of matches the relief 
that Quietus provides with effectiveness, speed and 
convenience. With Quietus, the ringing stops and the 
comfortable silence will peacefully lull you to sleep at 
bedtime. When the ringing stops, remembering 
people’s names becomes easier. Mental clarity becomes 
your calling card. Intense .focus becomes your edge... 


BERNARD • CREATOR, DRUMMER. 


Field & Stream Exclusive Offer 


Quietus is not available in stores. To protect it’s propri- 
etary homeopathic formula, as well as your risk-free 
trial. Quietus is available by special request 
directly from our lab for a limited time for 
Field & Stream readers. I am so confident in 
the advanced technology of Quietus and I 
want you to experience the same life-altering 

relief I did, that you’ll receive a special 30-day 
RISK-FREE trial* by calling us direct! Ask how to 
receive a FREE Supply with your order. 

800 - 507-5607 

^Shipping and handling non-rcfundablc. QuietRclief.com 



www.journal-plaza.net & www.freedowns.net 











Good times by the handful thanks to 
consistently sharp Eagle Claw hooks. 

Fresh air, bonding and ear-to-ear smiles. These are the bonuses 
that come to you when you fish with the unwavering sharpness 
and reliability of Eagle Claw hooks. Made in the USA since 1925. 

EAGLE CLAW FISHING TACKLE DENVER, COLORADO USA EAGLECLAW.COM 
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IT OUT 


resources for outdoor enthusiasts 


0 

/instate. 

MOTORCYCLE 

INSURANCE 

allstate.com/moto 
877.361. BIKE 



basspro.com 

800.BASS.PRO 



cabelas.com 

800.791.8157 



C 


) 


discounttiredirect.com 

888.796.1727 



geico.com 

800.442.9253 

800.957.2886 



gerberblades.com 


PROGRESSIVE 

INSURANCE 


progressive.com 

800.507.8807 


( 


▼ 


\ 


sleepnumber50.com 

800.831.1211 


*5 


TAKE ME RSMIM6' 


takemefishing.org 


^YAMAHA 

yamaha-motor.com 

800.88.YAMAHA 


SAVE TIME! 



24/7 Customer service 
is only a click away! 


• Change Your Address 

• Check Your Account Status 

• Renew, Give a Gift or Pay a Bill 

• Replace Missing Issues 

Our online customer service 
area is available 24 hours a 
day. Just log on to: 


www.outdoorlife.com/cs 





(Continued from page 5) 

I was reading Outdoor Life for a school 
project and saw the article “The 
Elements of Survival.” I really liked 
the part on making fire. 

It gave a lot of information and I 
thought it was well written. It includ- 
ed a lot of helpful stuff that I can use, 
some of which I have already used. 
This article was very interesting and 
it will make starting survival fires eas- 
ier. It taught me other ways I can start 
fires and what things I can use. 

I really took a lot out of this issue and 
enjoyed the theme. I think this infor- 
mation can help a lot of people. I hope 
there will be more articles like this and 
look forward to more issues of the mag- 
azine. It is one of my favorites. 

Brandon Marshall, Pendleton, OR 

Thorns and Roses Todd Smith’s 

article about his Boy Scout troop get- 
ting a sobering taste of a bad storm 
[Editor’s Journal, March] really hit 
home with me. 

At the Monday meeting immediate- 
ly following their monthly campout, 
my son’s Scouts troop always does a 
Start/Stop/Continue routine, which 
is the process of calling out good new 
things— like food or gear from the 
campout— as well as issues and items 
that need to be changed to make the 
next trip better. I’d recommend that 
outdoor enthusiasts apply the same 
concept after each outing. 

Ted J. Lenaerts, Cedar Falls, IA 

Sleepless and Sea-Addled These 

guys have a good “sea story” [“Lost 
at Sea,” March], but it left me with 
some questions. If the last guy to fall 
asleep was asleep less than a half 
hour— and awakened to calf-deep 
water aboard— that tells me the boat 
leaked like a sieve. The bilge had to be 
pumping constantly before the faulty 
switch konked out. 

Also, why were all three crewmem- 
bers sleeping at the same time? And, 
fishing 75 miles offshore— at night— 
without an Emergency Position 
Indicating Radio Beacon seems 
irresponsible. 

Bob Embach, Woodstock, IL 
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Jeff Deane 

SISTER BAY, WI 

Dual Walleyes, 
28 in./30 in. 


of the 


CALL FOR ENTRIES 

Did you recently catch a lunker largemouth? 
Perhaps a trophy trout? If so, we want to put 

you in the pages of Outdoor Life! 

Send a photo of you and your best fish of 2010, with a brief account 
of the catch and any measurements, to: fishoftheyear@bonniercorp 
.com or Outdoor Life, Fish of the Year, 2 Park Ave., New York, NY 
10016. Photos cannot be returned. Deadline is September 15, 



Turkey Hunter’s 

MARKETPLACE 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 


NOT SEEING IS BELIEVING!™ with the 
NEW! Predator from GhostBlind* Industries. 

With Reflective Mirror panels you can- 
Get Close with the Perfect Ground Blind- 

Adaptive Camoflauge System™ for 

EVERY Environment! 

» Patent Pending: GhostBlind " was 
designed to eliminate all unwanted 
reflections while being able to shoot from 
a seated position! Also, it’s lightweight and 
takes just seconds to set up, so you can 
hunt MORE! Order Direct Online. 

www.ghostblind.com || 1.877.751.4868 


Our Best Frog 
In 50 Years! 

Guaranteed To Catch More Fish 


Introducing The NEW BIG EYED PRO FROG 


Our new frog is the best me have ever 
made -it is the result of our 50 years 
experience with making frog lures! 


2 sizes - 


3/8 & 5/8 oz. 
with fish catching 
finishes 


New POLYCORE™ Dual Density Body 
gives added weight to cast further 
and more accurately even in 
wind & provides 
permanent flotation. 

Deadly 
on 
Bass 
and 
Pike 



<yOIVNER 


Spits, 
splashes & 
wakes like 
no hollow 
frog can! 


Patented weedless 
PRO-TEC™ weedguard system 
is truly weedless and insures 
far fewer missed fish. 
The new Pro Frog also features 
oversize eyes, elastic legs 
superior, super sharp Owner hook. 
Floats at surface like natural forage 
(not over surface like a balloon) 

so Bass target easier 
for far fewer missed strikes. 


SPECIAL OFFER : 4 Asst. PRO Frogs in 
lure box just $1 9.95 plus $6.95 S&H 


Dept OL050L 1 - 800 - 524-4742 

Pan therMartin. com 

1 9 North Columbia Street, Port Jefferson. NY 1 1 777 


Will NOT 
collapse, 
waterlog 
or sink...EVER! 
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100% Money Back Guarantee! 
Doctor Approved. Free 6 Months Supply! 


Male Enlargement 
Up To 5 Inches And 
50% Gain In Width 
In 60 Days Or Less! 

PRO+PLUS PILLS 


FEATURED ON 
20/20 TELEVISION 
SIZE MATTERS 


LONGER, WIDER, FIRMER 

WE GUARANTEE PERMANENT ENLARGEMENT 

ONLY WITH PRO+PLUS PILLS 

The exclusive ingredients of PRO+PLUS PILLS not found 
in other brands makes it possible for you to maintain your 

A A A A A A A. | A a A A A ^ ^ A ^ A 



enlargement PERMANENTLY. Your new larger size can be 
a part of you forever. Continue to take PRO+PLUS PILLS 
to reach your maximum potential and maintain your sexual 
stamina and performance. 

INCREASES SIZE, STRONGER ERECTIONS AND 
MAINTAINS YOUR SEXUAL VIRILITY 

We guarantee vour sexual performance can improve 
substantially. PRo+PLUS PILLS boosts your sexual energy, 
stamina and endurance. Never go soft again and you will 
stop premature ejaculations. 

PRO+PLUS PILLS outperforms all other brands pills and 
creams. Compare the results from our consumer survey. 


5 Inches 


1 1nch 



PRO+PLUS PILLS 


5 Inches 


1 1nch 


30 Days 60 Days 


Other Brands 

240 Days 360 Days 


PRO+PLUS PILLS ADVANCED FORMULA 

Our exclusive formula for men with a form of HYPOSPADIAS 
or small penis. Size is less than 6 inches and need a 
guarantee of accelerated enlargement to reach a much 
larger size. Can also be used by men larger than 6 inches 
and need guaranteed maximum enlargement. 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS TOLL FREE ANYTIME 
1-866-765-PILL (7455) FAX 1-818-345-4643 
ONLINE www.avidpromedical.com 

www.proplusmedical.com 

SEND ORDER FORMAND PAYMENT TO: 

AVID PRO MEDICAL dept. 05T8A 

Box 1835 North Hollywood, CA 91614 

CREDIT CARO ORDERS ONLY Toll Free Anytime 
1 866-765-PILL (7455) or FAX 1-818 345 4643 

Phone & Credit Card Orders specify products and dept, (shown above, next 
to company name) 

□ Check □ Money Order DCash DVisa □ MasterCard 

□ American Express □ Discover 

CREDIT CARD NO. 


EXPIRES: Month/Year CVS CODE 3-digit Security Code found on back 

of card or 4- digits on front of American Express 

PRO+PLUS ADVANCED FORMULA 

r 30 Days Supply Pius 30 Days Supply Free 

Total 60 days supply Only $60.00 $ 

r 60 Days Supply Plus 60 Days Supply Free 

Total 120 days supply Only $110.00 $ 

r 1 20 Days Supply Plus 1 20 Days Supply Free 

Total 240 days supply Only $160.00 $ 

r 1 80 Days Supply Plus 1 80 Days Supply Free 

Total 360 days supply Only $210.00 $ 

SUPER FORMULAS ONLY $2S.0O EACH OR SELECT ONE FREE 
WITH ANY PRO+PLUS ORDER 

Please Specify Quantities 


SexdterTo Excite Women FREE. 

AttTact-A-Mate"W u : Attract Women . , . .FREE 


$ 

$ 


12.00 


TOTAL PURCHASE: $_ 

CA Residents add 9.75% sales tax: $__ 

Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY . $_ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED OR CHARGED: $_ 
Orders discreetly shipped with UPS or Priority Mail. 

Foreign Orders - Money Order in U.S. Funds Only. Add $1 0.00 S&H. 


SIGNATURE (I am over 1 8 years old) 


NAME (print) 


ADDRESS 


CITY/STATE/Z1P 

(OMMCiKT C1996 FMM1UUS is a irjde rurr* nf Aild Pro Mtrikal. liHftvaduai iftuta may vary Theve ywememt 
ha# act bfai evaluated bjjhe FDiMhJs produces mi ^Tended wdagwsejreit, cwfot pfmnuny j 


SAFETY RECALL 

GERBER* GATOR* MACHETE AND GATOR’ MACHETE JR. 

During use of the saw, if the saw sticks, the user's hand can slip 
oft the handle and slide forward across the machete blade, posing 
a laceration hazard to the user. 


This recall applies only to the 
original versions of the Gator 
Machete and Gator Machete Jr., 
which have a handle area that 
looks like this: 



This recall does not apply to the 
modified versions of the Gator 
Machete or Gator Machete Jr., 
which have a handle area that 
looks like this: 



If you have an original version Gator Machete or Machete Jr., 
stop using it immediately. Call Gerber to receive instructions 
on how to return the machete and receive a free 
replacement machete. Call Gerber toll free at: 

1 -(877) 314-9130 

between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m Pacific time, Monday through Friday, 

or visit Gerber’s website: 

www.gerbergear.com 
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Smooth Out 
Driveways with the 
DR® POWER GRADER! 


PATENTED DESIGN easily 

fills in potholes, smoothes washboard. 

POWERED ACTUATOR controls 
grading depth with a remote control. 

LOOSENS AND REDISTRIBUTES 

composite driveway surfaces without the 
need to haul, shovel, or rake new material. 


LIMITED-TIME OFFER 


CARBIDE-TIPPED SCARIFYING 
TEETH loosen the 

hardest surfaces. Il+YEAR 

TRIAL 

Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! 


TOLL-FREE 

888 - 208-5692 

DRpowergrader.com 

68763X © 2010 CHP. Inc. 



5 Minutes From Car 
To Fishing Machine! 



The Better 

Fishing 

Boat 


Just 1 of 
Great Boats 
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• 75 lb. hull 
• 1 2’ 4” x 4’ 6” 
• Fits in car trunk 
• Takes up to 3 HP 
Holds 1 or 2 Adults 

Carry a Sea Eagle FoldCat in your car trunk 
and be ready to fish in just minutes! The 
FoldCat features great standing stability, a full 
floor, more fishing space, rod-holders, snap-on 
swivel seats, oars, oarlocks and motormount. 

See more at www.SeaEagle.com or 

Call 800-944-7496 i* 

FREE Color Catalog, DVD & Material Sample: 


SERERELE.com 0L050B 

Suite 1 ,19 N. Columbia Street. Port Jefferson, NY 1 1777 








Why Are We Offering the 
Great Sex For A Lifetime™ 

Video Series For Only $9.90? 

Because we know it will dramatically improve your sex life! 


The Sinclair Institute is America's leader in sexual health 
programming and products for adults. Our mission is to 
help couples rediscover the youthful thrill and excitement 
of passionate lovemaking. 

Recommended by doctors, We are so cer t a j n that our newest program, Great Sex 

psychologists, and sex therapists! 

for a Lifetime / will make a positive difference in your sex 
life, that we are practically giving it away! Ordinarily valued at $39.90/ you'll 
receive hours of tips, techniques/ sex secrets, and expert advice — you save 
$30.00/ (A small postage fee is required to ensure callers are 1 8+). 

This explicit 2-volume DVD or video series teaches us not to be satisfied with going through 
the motions, but to aim for new sexual heights most of us only dream about. 

Noted sex experts introduce 8 real couples who show how to overcome inhibitions and make 
sex fun again. They begin with the basics - intimacy, gentleness, and good communication. 

The videos also show advanced sex techniques. .."experimenting with forbidden fun"... 
erotic massage... oral loving... male and female toys... plus specific positions that 
guarantee stimulation and satisfaction. 



for A Lifetime " 


THE BETTER SEX VIDEO SERIES 


We must warn you, these videos are explicit. Each technique is not just talked about but is 
also demonstrated. Each lesson is shown, in detail, to be watched and discussed by both 
partners together. Some couples even consider them an "instant aphrodisiac." 



Who benefits from Great Sex for a Lifetime? Couples 
seeking to restore the sense of excitement they had when 
they first met. People who are re-entering the dating scene 
or want to build confidence to consummate a new 
relationship. Those with back, heart, or erectile difficulties. 
And mature couples desiring to rekindle the passion of their 
younger days. 


To get your copy of Great Sex For A Lifetime^ for only $9.90 
just call 1.800.955.0888 Must be 18+ to call. Limit 1 copy per order. 





100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Mailed in plain packaging for 

your privacy. 


ORDER ONLINE: 

BetterSex.com/ad 

Use source code 80L19 at checkout 
to receive your Great Sex videos 

and $6.00 S&H. 


WARNING: These videos show real couples 
demonstrating sexual techniques in explicit detail. 

For adults 18+ only. 


h 1.800.955.0888 

• mail to: Sinclair Institute, ext. 80L19, P0 Box 8865 Chapel Hill, NC 2751 5 


Name 


Plain Packaging Protects Your Privacy 


□ YES! Please send me the Great Sex for a Lifetime Video Series 
for only $9.90! **lf ordering by mail, enclose $6.00 S&H. 

Orders by credit card will be charged $6.00 S&H. 

Please check desired format: □DV0 □VHS 

□ Bank Money Order □ Check □ VISA □ MC □ Discover □ AMEX 

Card* Exp. date 


Address 

City 

State Zip 

Signature 

( I CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER AGE 18 ) 

NC orders please add 7.75% sales tax. 

- No cash or C 0 D 80L19 ©2010 Sinclair Institute. 



SINCLAIR 
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New! 
POWER 

Till While You Ride! 


FAR FASTER & EASIER 

to use than hard-to-handle, 
walk-behind tillers. 

TILLS A 3-FOOT SWATH 

with each pass — twice the width of 
most walk-behind tillers! 

24 STEEL BOLO TINES 

turn at 230 rpm to create perfect 
seedbeds for planting. 

REMOTE CONTROL 

lets you make precise 
adjustments to tilling depth 
from your tow-vehicle. 

TOWS BEHIND ATVs, 

riding mowers or lawn tractors. 

POWERED SPREADER 
AND CULTI-PACKER 

options available. 


ROTO-HOG 



For smaller jobs... 

The new DR 5 ' ROTO-HOG'* 
Mini Tiller is perfect for tight spots 

• EASY turn-key electric-start. 

No pull-starting! 

TWICE the power of other mini tillers! 





bR 


Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog 


[PlWlO*, 


TOLL QQQ 

FREE ODD" 

www.DRrototiller.com 


208 


UMITED-TI ME OFFER 


1*YEAR 

TRIAL 


H742X £> 2010 CHP, Inc. 







FloorLiner™ 


V 






m 

mb 


Complete^Coveraae . . . 

for whatever 
X You thrive! 


Keep Your 
Vehicle Clean! \L 

Custom Products, 
Perfect Fit! 


V 






\ 


V 




Shown in 
GMC Acadia 


Proudly Designed, Engineered and 
Manufactured in the USA 




4 

•corn 


Canadian Customers; 
www. Weather Tech, ca 


800-441-6287 


AUTOMOTIVE 

PRODUCTS LIMITED 

Specialists in Original Equipment and 
Aftermarket Automotive Accessories 

<£•2010 WacNeil Automotive Products Unites 


KILL LAKE WEEDS 

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS. Marble size pellets. 
Work at any depth. “ Spread it and forget it!" 

10 lb. bag treats up to 
4,000 sq.ft. $77.50. 50 lb. 
carton treats up to 20,000 
sq.ft. $299.00. 

FREE SHIPPING! 

Certified and approved by 
state agencies. State permit 
may be required. Registered 
with the Federal E.P.A. 


800 - 328-9350 

www.KillLakeWeeds.com/557 


Or write for FREE information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. 

Our 55th year 

PO Box 10745, DEPT. 557 

White Bear Lake. MN 55110-0748 





O 


To advertise in the 
Outdoor Life 
Showcase Section 
call Eric Roberts 
M.l. Integrated 
Media Services LLC 
@ 860 - 542-5180 
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SPECIAL 

12 books 
for $200! 



The St. Anna Volunteer Fire Department is pleased to announce 
our 23rd annual Corvette raffle. This year, we are offering a 
fully-restored white 1965 Corvette Coupe. The car comes with 
a 350 V-8 engine and a 3 speed transmission. Also included in 
this car is an AM-FM radio, power antenna, air-conditioning, 
knock-off aluminium rims, and red interior. The appraised value 
of this Corvette is S40.000. We will also give away nine cash 
prizes, from S100 to 9600, totalling $2,000 in cash prizes. All ten 
prizes will be given away and YOU DO NOT need to be present 
to win. The drawing will be July 19, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at the St 
Anna Firehouse. 

Tickets are 3 for S5, a book of 15 for S25, or 5 books of 15 for S100. 

Checks or money orders should be made payable 
to St. Anna Volunteer Fire Department. Credit card 
orders are accepted with MasterCard and Visa 
only. Always include your name, address, and 
phone number, type of card and expiration date. 

Winner is responsible for all taxes. 

Credit card orders can be placed by calling 1-800-420-7400 
|9am to 6pm CST, Monday through Friday) or by faxing your 
information to 920-894-7820 (24/7). Please direct faxes to the 
attention of Duane Kessler. Those orders can also be placed on 
the internet. Our website is www.stannafiredept.com and our 
e-mail address is safd&safd.us. 

Mail orders should be sent to: St. Anna Volunteer Fire 
Department, c/o Duane Kessler, N126 School Street, New 
Holstein, W1 53061. 

I Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope for your 
receipt and ticket stubs. 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


www.journai-piaza.net & www.treedowns.net 
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ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 6:00 P.M. ON JULY 19. 2010! 

License No. R0001072A-03229 J 











Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices 


FACTORY DIRECT 


TO YOU! 


How does Harbor Freight Tools sell 
high quality tools at such ridiculously 
low prices? We buy direct from the 
factories who also supply the major 
brands and sell direct to you. It’s just 
that simple! Come see for yourself at 
one of our 330 STORES NATIONWIDE and 
use this 20% OFF Coupon on any of our 
7,000 products. We stock Automotive 
products, Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Material Handling, Woodworking Tools, 
Welders, Tool Boxes, Outdoor Equipment, 
Generators, and much more. 

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, 
SERVICE AND PRICE! 





LIFETIME WARRANTY 





We Have 10 Million Satisfied Customers 
We Buy Factory Direct and Pass the SAVINGS on to YOU! 

Shop & Compare Our Quality Brands Against Other National Brands 
Thousands of People Switch to Harbor Freight Tools Every Day! 

NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY V Family Owned & Operated 


We Will Beat Any Competitor’s Price Within 1 Year Of Purchase! 


330 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 


TO FIND THE STORE NEAREST TOU OR ROT ONLINE: 

HarborFreight.com/Outdoor 

or call 1-800-657-8001 




y 


y 





LE 


Briixi fis coupon arfl Swe 23% cn one single hem purchased x Harbor Freight Tcck Carnal be used nitfi ary ctfr 
ciscxnt cr ccufen Ore capon per cusfcmr Coupon net rati: x prr purchases or purchase d an cards cr luciuse ot 
estencec serifce plaits 0% good x in-stock metlumtee orty Sar/rgs decani peratfage clt Harter Fretjhl Tcote current 
pices ndu Jog sale pikes Tbs coupon canrtt be dupticarcd r any rurre - inducing photocopies arc computer printouts. 
Cr^kal tajpx most be (resented n aider to recewe te disaurd Ml Camptel Hausteld products at e<drc« (ran ttiis 
erter Tb6 effr e rot vatid on food cr be/erage terns sold ir oir total stores Vaid xt> r Retail Stores thrcu(f 8231C 




66896531 


See HarborFreightusa. com/Outdoor for additional SUPER COUPONS 




3000 LB. CAPACITY 

LIGHTWEIGHT 
ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 

||$ GENBUli’ 

$1)099 

LOT NO. 

91039/67408 REG. PRICE $99.99 

I i wsm 

f f 7l}020B 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 
These valuable coupons are onty good when presonled at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Toots store. Otter Ends 870/10. 
Coupons valid ie Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases Coupon cannot be bought . 
sold, or transferred. Tils coupon cannot be dtpllcated la any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts Original coupon must be presented m order to receive the discount. 

lot NO. eTase" MULTIFUNCTION 

POWER TOOL 

CHICAGO 






SIMILAR 
TOOLS SOLD 
NATIONALLY 
AT $400! 




SANDING 



SCRAPING 


SAVE 

41% 



$3499 

REG. PRICE $59.99 




CUTTING 


307 1 9806 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store Offer Ends 8,70/10. 
Coupons valid In Retad Store Onfy . Coupon not valid on pnor purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
L ar a computer pr ntouts Original coupon must be presented In order to receive the discount j 


__ HAUL-MASTER 

LOT NO. <x» 

96933/67455/ 


1 2 VOLT 
MAGNETIC 
TOWING 



LIGHT KIT 


SAVE 

66 % 


REG. 

PRICE 

$29.99 



57200206 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. ONer Ends 870/10. 
Coupons val Id in Reta I Store On ty Coupon not valid on prior purchases Coupon cannot be bought 
sold, or transferred This coevon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
L a r4 computer printouts Original coupon mast be presented in order to receive the d<$couto. . 



CAMOUFLAGE 1 2 VOLT 


LOT NO. 

95912 

3000 LB. CAPACITY WIRELESS 

REMOTE CONTROLLED 
PORTABLE WINCH 


9 * 


WITH ROLLER FAIRLEAD 

REG. 
PRICE 

$99.99 

» SAVE 

$5 



0 


72877 1 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Otter Ends 870 '10. 

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases Coupun cannot be bought. 
Mid, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including ptiobeoop es 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented In order to receive tbe discount 



7 FUNCTION DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER 

LOT NO. 
90899/98026 


CEN- TECH 


$“|99 

REG. PRICE $7.99 

iiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


SAVE 

75% 


I 

I 


44277267 

' AAOAA , HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

Item 90899 Shown These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Oiler Ends 878/10. 
Coupons val id in Reta I Store Only Coupon not vaiid on pr or purchases Coupon cannot be bought 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot bB duplicated in any manner including photocapws 
and computer pr ntouts Original coupon most be presented in order to receive the ducouit 



CENTRAL PNEUMATIC * 

2 HP, 8 GALLON, 1 1 5 PSI 

PORTABLE AIR 
COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO. 95386/40400/67501 


Item 

95386 

Shown 


$7Q99 


REG. 

PRICE 

$139.99 



II 


I 

I 



d£ 1 UtlJE) 1 b 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Otter Ends 870/10. 

Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not validon prior purchases Coupon canrot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon canrot he duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer prinlntls. Or giral caution must be presented m order to receive tbe discount. 


HAUL-MASTER 




1000 LB. CAPACITY 

SWING-BACK 


TRAILER JACK 

LOT NO. 41005 

99 REG. PRICE 

$29.99 

Hiiniiniiiiiiiiii 

28055062 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 
These valuable coupons are onty good when presented at 

J our nearest Harbor Freight Tools store Otter Ends 870, 1 10 
nly. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner Including photocopies 
^ and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented « order to receive tbe discount .a 



1 500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE 
HEAT GUN 

(57271 1 1 2°) 


96289 


SAVE 

6 on 



0 


57086697 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS LIMIT 1 
These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Otter Ends 8/2010. 
Coupons valid in Retai I Store Only Coupon not valid on pnor purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred This coupon carnot be duplicated m any manner including photocopies 


^ and computer printouts Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the dscount. ^ 
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SPORTSMAN 


S 


MARKETPLACE 


To Advertise contact Frank McCaffrey at 212-779-5510. 


A NEW TWIST 

TO FOOD PLOT 

SEEDING... 


APS Series 

•Cat. 1 -4', 5', 6 
• Cat. 1 & 2 - T 
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Consistently 

Leading the Way. . . 




Land.i.Pttids 



w w w. 1 a n d p r i de . c o m 



ERETTA 




i RIIGfiR 






4 K 


’cricii ' / 'it write Rijjrvhilrcr 








OOT_ALL 
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BROWNING SAFES 

PROTECT YOUR VALUABLES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR 
HOME OR BUSINESS 




A 


TJXMA 


1 


the. 


HECKLER & KOCH 




1 


Your OnCitie Source for 








HENRY hunting e£ Shooting Supplies 

www.ableammo.com 

800-720-3275 

WE CARRY ALL MAJOR 
BRANDS AND MORE 
















OLT 


Smith A: Wesson 


Browning 

www.ablesgunvaults.com 
SAVE TIME BUY ONLINE 
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ProFlowers- mother’s day special 



i r 1 1 me 


Offer ONLY available at 

proflowers.com/wow orcaii 1.877.780.7061 


POULTRY 


Building 
furniture 
never b< 


Colored and White Muscovy Ducklings, Bronze 
Turkeys, Pilgrim Geese, Guineas, and Old-Time 
Favorite Chickens. Free Color Catalog. Telep- 
hone 405/257-1236 or write Country Hatchery, 
P.O. Box 747, Wewoka, Oklahoma 74884. 

www.countryhatchery.net 


Ridgway’s 85th year. Mallards, pheasants, 
quail, quail eggs, supplies. Visa/MasterCard. 
Free catalog. Ridgway Hatchery, Box 306, 
LaRue 18, OH 43332. 800-323-3825 
www.ridgwayhatchery.com 


limber Co. liquidating holdings - over 33,000 acres! 

Streams • Ponds • Views • Trails 

Own at a fraction of ualue! 

Only *1,300 to *2,000 per acre! 

Perfect for camp or cabin! 


TAXIDERMY 


Rinehart Taxidermy Institute 
Free Housing, 

One Week $995, Four Weeks 3,995 
Free Catalog - 1-877-287-4282 
www.thetaxidermyschool.com 


\n west 


Lumberjack's 
cutting technology \ 
makes it possible! 

• Measure tenon length while cutting 
with Patent Pending "IN-SIGHT" system^ 

• Solid aircraft grade aluminum body 
for greatest strength, lightest weight 

• Dual blade technology 

• Cutters available in many sizes of 
60 ° tapered and radius shoulders 

Call or visit web site for a fire catalog! 


TRAPPING 


America's Favorite Trapping and Predator Cal 
ling Supply Dealer. Visit us at www.pcsout 
doors.com or call 989-569-3482. 


HUNTING CAMP 40 Acres, Florida, Hogs 
Turkey, Stream, Fish, Priced right. Great Terms 
(407)-333-3725. 


HUNTING & FISHING INFO 


Hunt the best big game areas in the West 
www.trophyheadhunter.com desertcathunter- 
©yahoo.com Rick Crawford 435-616-4908 


FANCY POULTRY 


TOOLS 


AMERICA'S OLDEST & LARGEST 
RARE BREED HATCHERY. 
a ^ FREE COLOR CATALOG 

yl Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 

mr- iaWt Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 

Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators. Books. 
Equipment, and Medications. 

Call 1 - 800 - 456-3280 1 24 Hours A Day! 

Murray McMurray Hatchery 

C40 

Webster City. Iowa S0595-045S 

memurra 


CRICKETS AND MEALWORMS, all sizes for 
your fishing needs. Contact BASSETT 
CRICKET RANCH at 1-800-634-2445 or at 
www. bcrc r ic ket. com 


Redworms! 1 ,000-$29.95. 2,000-$46.95. 
5.000-S89.95. Bronwood Worm Farms, 
Bronwood GA 39826-0069. VISA/MC 
229-995-5994. 


WKHSITK: htlp:/A»ww 


yhatfhcry 


DIY Workshops & Garages 

For The Real OUTDOORSMAN 


INSTANT SAVINGS! 

You w«l rvcatv* a 

$200 Credit 

on a NEW Stoat Workshop 


719-282-3043 

lumberjacktools.com 


Call For Details & Your FREE Brochure 

1 - 800 - 668-51 

Future Steel Buildings 

www. Futu reSteel - Deal .com 


To advertise in the Sportsman's Marketplace or 
Truck Shop sections of Outdoor I .ife, contact 
Frank McCaffrey at 212-779-5510. To advertise 
in the Destinations section, contact Jessica 
Bunueci Siegel at 212-779-7172 ext. 233 
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ORIGINALI 

ROLL-UP COVER 


LIVE BAIT 


WWW.WHOLESALEBAIT.COM Fresh 
PREMIUM- QUALITY Live Bait. 
GUARANTEED! Satisfaction, Reliability since 
1955. Order Online, or 800.733.2380. Free 

Price List. 


BEER & WINEMAKERS 


WINEMAKERS - BEERMAKERS. FREE 

CATALOG. Since 1966. 1-800-841-7404. 
KRAUS, Box 7850-P, Independence, MO 
64054. www.eckraus.com/offers/p.asp 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Make $500 weekly. E-Z assembly work. Free 
information, send S.A.S.E., JDK-O. Box 635, 
Hopkins, M N 55343-0635. 

MAKE $... Own a bait worm distribution 
company. Nightcrawlers need no refrigeration. 
Everything needed to start for as little as $950. 
1-800-728-2415 


Hunters ► Rustic Base Camp Cabin on 5 acres of woods - S 19,995 


land for big game ► 140 acres bordering stateland - $159,995 


Call or visit our website for more information 

800-229-7843 

www.LandandCamps.com 


CHRISTMAS 

& ASSOCIATES 


EAL ESTATE 


TRUCK SHOP 

To advertise in the Truck Shop Section call Frank McCaffrey at 212-779-5510 or Frank.McCaffrey@bonniercorp.com. 


The ONLY true all-terrain 


POWERED BY 

KOHLER 


vehicle on planet earth 


ROKON's patented 
full-time 2-wheel drive 
wi II take you where no 4-WD 
vehicle can go! 

Up 60% grades Through narrow tree stands and 2 feet of water 
Over boulders and logs with 15" ground clearance Tow & carry 
heavy loads No damage to forest land or trails 


To advertise in the Outdoor Life 

Truck Shop Section call 
Frank McCaffrey at 800-445-27 1 4. 


1-800-593-2369 www.rokon.com 


AMERICAN MADE 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING PRODUCTS 

from home. For free information, send SASE: 
HOME ASSEMBLY-OL Box 450, New Britain, 
CT 06050-0450 

POND/LAKE MANAGEMENT 


LAKE OR POND? Aeration is your 1st step 
toward improved water quality. Complete 
Systems SI 69 - $369. Waterfall? - llOOOgph 
Water Pump only 3.6 amps! 2 yr. warranty! Just 
S399.95 www.fishpondaerator.com 
608-254-2735 ext. #3 


UNITED STATES 




V/n sSSrZm 


. »t 


HELP WANTED 


FREE BROCHURE! Good 
hunting, fishing, recreational land. Owner Terms 
Hart County Realty, PO Box 456-L, 
Munfordville, KY 42765. 
270-524-1 980. 

www.mophartrealty.com 


UNITED STATES 


#1 in Quality 
& Price. 

in the 




VS 


16 Camo Patterns 
Available 

100% Money Back 
Guarantee 

500 Cordura Nylon 

492-4849 


Outdoor Life reserves the right to refuse any advertising order. Only 
publication of an advertisement shall constitute final acceptance of 
an order. Publication does not constitute an agreement for continued 
publication. All orders are subject to the applicable rate card, copies 
of which arc available upon request sent to the address provided. Out- 
door Life, 2 Park Avenue, New York. NY 10016 


www.outdoorlife.com 


OPENS IN SECONDS 
FULL BED USAGE I 


A • 


ENHANCES THE LOOK 
OF YOUR TRUCK 


PRODUCTlDVD 


iYOU/Ri 
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75% opportunity to Inti. Horseback 
pack in hunts & private land hunts. Hunts 
on Grand Mesa National Forest & BLM. 
Helping hunters since 1980 

20439 E Road, De ta, CO 81416 • 970.874.41 34 
Email: brycebums@yahoo.com 
Liscensef126 

www.iimbrvceoutfittlna.com 


Huntitigjor Moose, Black bear, Mule Deer since 1971 
High success rales, experienced guides, 
comfortable camp. 

Louis Shilka Ph: 780-685-3815 
Email info@aIbertaoiitfitting.com 
Web www.aIbertaoutfitting.com 


Reach nearly 9.6 million sportsmen 

with a classified ad in 
Outdoor Life’s Destinations Section 


Contact Jessica Bunucci Siegel at 

212-779-7172 ext 233 or 
jsiegel@mediapeople.com 


ortfishing 


Please help Stamp Out Hunger by 
placing some non-perishable food 
items in a bag by your mailbox 
Saturday, May 8th. For more info 
visit helpstampouthunger.com 


Reach nearly 6 million sportsmen with a classified ad in Outdoor Life’s Destinations Section. Contact Jessica Bunucci Siegel 212-779-7172 ext 233 


WESTERN MONTANA 
SCHOOL FOR GUIDES 

Hands-on training or Home study. 
Job Placement assistance. Financial 
aid available. 1-406-821-0017 


Hunt will) Rulon JonesFormet NFL All Pro 
Drnw Bionift and his Mv on Him 60.000 
dirr 1 am lies in Utah and Idaho Hum out 16.000 
acres in the ruqqpd Wasalc h Mountains ol Utah 
01 out 35000 at in in the ptisline Blackfool 
Mountains of Idaho 40 miles 
wnl ol Telon National Park, 


NEW MEXICO & COLORADO 

★ TROPHY ELK * 

100% Exclusive Private Ranches. “Fair Chase. No High 
Fencef” Now Booking Fully Guided Ritle & Archery Hunts 
from Sept 1 st to Dec 31 st. 2009. Plus Combo & World 
Class Mule Deer! GUARANTEED LANDOWNER ELK TAGS, 
Affordable Prices and National Ref. For Complete Into: 

1 - 800 - 777-7349 


HOTONM. ttSOCIATWW 


(305) 664-2461 | (800) 742-7945 | www.budnmarys.com 
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The fighter also loves 
huntina and f ishincr 


MIXED MARTIAL ARTS STAR RANDY 

Couture is as hardcore as they 
come. As a master in-ring compet- 
itor and the only five-time cham- 
pion in the history of the UFC, 
he is considered by many to be 
the greatest fighter of all time. 

He's also an army veteran 
and founder of the training organi- 
zation Xtreme Couture. But when 
he has downtime in his schedule, 
he prefers the relative serenity of 
the outdoors. 

OL: How did you start hunting? 

COUTURE: I started when I was five or 
six years old. I come from a divorced 


family, so hunting was one of the 
few times a year when I got to see 
my father. The two of us would get 
together for a week or more and hunt; 
that was our special time together. 

OL: Where do you like to hunt? 

COUTURE: T grew up in Seattle, so 
when I was young, we’d hunt in the 
Cascades. Now Fm fortunate to own 
property 7 in Colorado. I’ve also been 
to Argentina for stag, doves, pheas- 
ants and rabbits. 

OL: Do you have any favorite 
animals to hunt? 

COUTURE: Traditionally, elk are my 
favorite, but I suppose that’s because 
they’ve always eluded me. I got 
close to getting one this year, but 
not quite. 

OL: Do you do any fishing? 

COUTURE: In Seattle I was about 20 
minutes from Puget Sound. I used to 


go crabbing and salmon fishing around 
there. I’ve also done some sturgeon 
and steelhead fishing in Oregon. 

OL: Any dream hunt that you 
have your sights set on? 

COUTURE: I’d love to hunt in New 
Zealand. Our springtime here in the 
U.S. is when New Zealand’s rut hap- 
pens. I’d love to get a stag. 

OL: Do fighting and hunting 
complement each other? 

COUTURE: There are elements of fight- 
ing that translate to archery and hunt- 
ing. The patience, for example, as well 
as staying calm and focused. 

OL: How do you balance your 
training with hunting? 

COUTURE: It’s a juggling act. I’ve missed 
hunting seasons in the past because I 
had to focus on a fight. Fortunately, I 
now have a great staff helping me, so 
it’s easier to balance the two. 


Vnl 217. No. £ OUTDOOR LIFE magazine (ISSN 0n30-7n7tx USPS 577-230) is puhlixhed monthly. except combined i*xurs June/July and Becembrr/Jnnuary. hy Bonnier Corporation. 2 Park Avenue, New York. NY WOIB Copyright 2010 by Bonnier Corporation All lights; 
reserved. Reprinting in wholr or part is fnrhidden except by permission of Bonnirr Corporation Mailing List: We make a por lion of our mailing list available to reputable firms If you would prefer that we don’t include your name, please write us at the Palm Coasl FL, 
address. POSTMASTER Send address changes to Outdoor Lite Magazine. P0 Box 42023S Palm Coast. FL 32142-0236 Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY. aril additional mailing offices. Subscription rates: $19-97 for 1 year- Please add $1000 per year lot Canadian 
addresses and $30.00 per year for all other international addresses. Canada Post Publications agreement number #40612608 Canada Post Returns: BCI P0 Box 25542. London, ON N6C 6B2 Canada. GST registration number R 122988066 Printed in the USA 
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Courtesy Randy Couture 
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5 th Wheels 


Get a free insurance quote today 








E 




Powersports 

1 - 877 - 434-2678 

or call your local office. 


Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Boat and PWC coverages arc written through non-affiliated insurance companies and arc secured 
through the GEICO Insurance Agency. Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. Government Employees Insurance Co. • GEICO General Insurance Co. • GEICO Indemnity Co. 
GEICO Casualty Co. These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2009. GEICO: Washington, DC 20076. © 2009 GEICO 
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